
   

 

   Issue 88 

December 2023/January 2024 

£1.10 where sold 

across                                                       
ROYSTON 

Th
e 

m
ag

az
in

e 
o

f 
th

e 
C

h
u

rc
h

 o
f 

St
. J

o
h

n
 t

h
e 

B
ap

ti
st

, R
o

ys
to

n
 P

ar
is

h
 

C
h

u
rc

h
, p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

w
o

rl
d

w
id

e 
A

n
gl

ic
an

 C
o

m
m

u
n

io
n

 

WELCOME                                                      



 2 

 

Produced by the Editorial Team:  stjohnsroyston@yahoo.co.uk  

www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk    Printed by  Hales Printers Royston 

Christine Colbon, Solicitor  - Wills, 

Probate & Lifetime Estate Planning 

Bill Simpson  - Conveyancer Sarah Perry Paralegal - Wills, Probate, 

& Power of Attorney 

 

Oscar Sassoli Solicitor 



 3 

 

Contents  

Parish Letter 6 

Eco Church 10 

Christmas Services 2023 14 

Heath Watch with Holly 16 

Focus on Mission—USPG 18 

Christian of Month: George Fox 19 

Saint: John of Damascus 20 

Parish Registers 22 

Crossword 23 

Contact Information 25 

Sunday Services 26 

Children’s Page 28 

Calling all bakers! 29 

Produced by the Edi-

torial Team:    

      

 



 4 

 

 

ROYSTON PARISH CHURCH 
TURNING ON OF TREE LIGHTS 

  
SATURDAY DECEMBER 2nd 

10 am to 4 pm 
FOR MINCE PIES, COFFEE,                                       

MULLED WINE                                                                

TRAIDCRAFT , FUND RAISING STALL and RAFFLE 

 

 



 5 

 



 6 

 

PARISH LETTER     Emma Sivyer 

I wonder what your favourite Christmas carol is? Having grown 

up playing in brass bands and singing in choirs the lyrics and  

harmonies of the well-known carols are so familiar. By the time it 

gets to Christmas day I suspect I will have sung and played Hark 

the Herald and O Come All Ye Faithful more times than I will be 

able to count!  When songs become familiar its easy just to sing 

along and not think about the words until something makes you 

think.  As we approach Advent and Christmas this year however, 

the situation in the Holy Land is the thing that is making me 

pause:   

‘Silent night, Holy night?’  

‘O Little Town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie?’ 

As I write, the land where Jesus was born is once again the scene 

of anguish and warfare. Ordinary Israeli families face the pain of 

missing loved-ones who have died or who are held hostage.      

Ordinary Palestinian families are lacking basic food, shelter,  

medicine and safety.  In this context perhaps it’s the words of It 

Came Upon a Midnight Clear which the world needs to hear? 

‘But with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of 

 wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not the love-song which they 

 bring; – 

Oh hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing!’ 

(It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, Edmund Sears 1849) 
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However, if we look back to that same land, 2000 years ago life 

was far from perfect.  The land was occupied by the Romans who 

wielded their power and kept a kind of peace through terrifying 

force and violence. Luke’s gospel tells us that they could require 

people to make long journeys for the sake of a census. They      

demanded heavy taxes and those without the rights of citizenship 

were expendable.   

This was the place and time in history when God chose to do the 

most unexpected thing. He came, not as a mighty ruler but to an 

ordinary family, not as a powerful adult but as a vulnerable     

infant, not with dreams of violent overthrow but as Prince of 

Peace.  

So this year, as we sing our Christmas carols, perhaps take a   

moment to think about what you are singing, to remember the 

land of Jesus’ birth and the people who are suffering there now.  

But also remember that through the birth of Jesus, we have hope 

of everlasting peace and reconciliation. When we sing While   

Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night, we will join in the song 

of the angels on that first Christmas night.  Let us make it our 

own prayer: 

 

‘All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace, 

Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men, Begin and never cease.’ 

(While Shepherds Watched, Nahum Tate c.1700) 
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Tel: 01763 662109 

Contact:  Sue Pegram                 

secretary@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk  

01763 838185 

Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church. 

Articles printed in this publication may not represent 

the views of the church or of all the members. Final 

date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to 

publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters, 

sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclu-

sion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If 

you submit a piece from another publication please 

make sure you get written permission to use it. The 

editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as 

they see fit. Entries included on a first-come,  first-

served basis – we have limited space each issue, so 

get your entries in quickly! 

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year…….. 

Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com 

Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on  07717 800330 

Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for 

you to receive the magazine 

 

 

Why not pay a visit 

to our Website?      

 

Lots of valuable                

information and 

links. 

Www.roystonparish 

church.org.uk 
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WEDDING FLOWERS 

Our Church flower arrangers are always happy  

to provide special flowers for your wedding. 

 

Please ask for details at the  

time of booking the Church.  
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. 

  ECO CHURCH 

Royston Parish Church Eco Group 

Tips for a more sustainable Christmas 

 

Christmas is a time for celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and for    
spending time with loved ones.  Here are a few tips for being more sustainable at 
this time of year, and conserving the resources of the planet that God made. 

1. Eliminate packaging.  Look for products and gifts that use less packaging.  
Try to buy in bulk without any packaging whenever you can.  Use recycled 
wrapping paper or fabric to wrap your gifts. 

2. Reduce plastic waste by choosing reusable containers and reusable bags, 
and avoid single-use plastics.  Most supermarkets now have collection 
points for the recycling of soft plastics, so you can take them there and drop 
them off when you shop. 

3. Re-use Christmas decorations from previous years, or make your own     
decorations from seasonal foliage and fabrics, or paper. 

4. Choose a sustainable Christmas Tree.  Source your tree from a sustainable 
forest with a responsible forest management certification.  Buy a tree   
growing in a pot so that it can be planted outside and re-used next year. 

5. Locally source your items for Christmas, whether this is food, decorations or 
presents.  Use local shops where possible, and use seasonal vegetables  
rather than food grown abroad that has had to be transported by air, to 
reduce your carbon footprint. 

6. Reduce food waste by making new meals from leftovers.  There are plenty 
of recipe ideas on-line for leftover turkey, spuds and sprouts.  Freeze items 
to use them later. Compost any food scraps. 

7. Save energy and water.  Consume natural resources responsibly, and try to 
conserve them as much as possible.  Take shorter showers, fix dripping 
taps, don’t leave the tap running when brushing your teeth, have your 
heating on a timer, and reduce the thermostat to be in the range of 18 – 23 
degrees.  Use LED lights as they use less energy. Turn off electrical            
appliances when not in use.  Capture rain water in a water butt to water 
your plants. 

8. Wear sustainable Christmas outfits.  Buy new or pre-loved garments from 
sustainable fashion brands, and switch to sustainably made clothing. 
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9. Limit your travel.  Only travel when necessary, and when you do, select the 
most environmentally friendly option for the distance that needs to be  
covered. 

10. Donate to charity. Donate items that are still in good condition to charity 
instead of throwing them away. Consider buying charity gifts such as a goat, 
chickens or saplings, from  organisations like Christian Aid, that support 
overseas communities to get out of poverty. 

11. Reduce the number of Christmas cards you’re using by participating in this 
year’s initiative to send a single card to our church family.   There will be a 
notice board in church during December to display these cards.  Money 
save from buying fewer cards can be donated to the charity of your choice. 

SENDING EVERYONE IN OUR  

CHURCH FAMILY                  

CHRISTMAS CARDS? 

 

Rather than sending everyone in our church family a 

Christmas card, how about sending just one and saving 

the resources  on our planet?   

We are going to have a board where you can pin a                            
Christmas card for everyone at church.  If you wish, then 

we suggest that you could send a donation to our        
nominated charity “St Martin’s Charity" for some of the 

money that you saved in not sending multiple cards.    
Our PAYAZ machine will be set up to take these donations, 
or simply put in an envelope labelled suitably and put in 

the black wall safe.                                                                        
We will also have the means of a QR code to donate. 
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A NEW VENTURE FOR US IN ROYSTON IS OUR 
"BLUE CHRISTMAS" SERVICE  

 

On Friday  22nd December at 6.30pm, almost the longest night of the 
year.  

In contrast to the celebration atmosphere of most Christmas events, this 
is a quiet, reflective service which provides an opportunity for the            
difficulties of life to be acknowledged, a  service of comfort and light, for 
when pain seems the only gift under the tree, Some are far from home.  

Some are lonely, struggling financially, or in conflict with another. Some 
hurt because of the great pain, need, and violence in our nation and 
world.  

The reasons for coming are many. We gather in the midst of that hurt to 
remember God is good. God is strong. God is near. We are not alone, and 
we have every reason to hold on to hope.   

Please speak to Reg if you would like to know more, or simply turn up. 
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 Christmas Services  2023 

Teatime Praise for Christingle:               

Sunday 3rd December @ 3.30pm  

A service especially for young children and their carers 

- an opportunity to think about the true meaning of 

Christmas using the symbolism of a Christingle orange, whilst sup-

porting the work of The Children’s Society. 

 

Advent Carol Service                                               

Sunday 3rd December   6.30 pm 

A traditional service of Bible readings and carols 

which reflect the season of Advent with the hope of 

the coming of the Messiah. 

Carol Service                                                 

Sunday 17th December @ 5 pm 

A traditional service of Bible readings and carols which recalls 

God’s plan for humankind from creation to Christ’s birth. The 

contemplative nature of this service makes it more                 

appropriate for older teenagers and adults. 
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Blue Christmas                                                

Friday 22nd December   6.30 pm 

A simple service of music, readings, and a reflection of God’s hope 

for us and presence with us in feeling what we feel. All welcome. 

 

Christmas Eve                                 

Sunday 24th December                         

10 am Said BCP Holy Communion 

Crib Service  @ 2.30pm and 4 pm 

A service for young children to think about the Christmas story - 

with songs and lots of fun!          

 

Midnight Mass                                          

Sunday 24th December @ 11.30pm 

The first Eucharist (Holy Communion) of            

Christmas, with carols and sermon. 

 

Christmas Day                                                 

Monday  25th December  

10.00 am: Sung Eucharist with Carols  
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HEATH WATCH WITH HOLLY  
(THE LITTLE DOG) 
Welcome to the Thirtieth in a series of dog 
walking diaries, documenting the flora and 
fauna on the beautiful heath as the     
seasons change. 
 
September and October 2023 

 
As soon as September began the        
mornings were colder, the dew was heavy 
and the morning light made it sparkle on 
the ground. Cobwebs covered the bushes, 
it is hard to believe that the cobwebs are 
there all the time but are mostly invisible.  
 
I’m sure I have said before how much I 
like the sound of rookeries, they sound 
different in colder misty weather, the 
sound echoes round the heath. 
 

As always in September there were occasional hot days but 
by the end of the month it was clearly Autumn; blackberries 
gave way to rose hips, and it was often too foggy to see far 
ahead. I remember my father, or was it my grandfather? 
telling me that during the war they used to collect rose hips, 
but I can’t remember if they were eaten, used for toothpaste 
or used for another purpose, but I do know that they contain 
alot of vitamin C.  
 
Following one stormy night I saw the most interesting and 
beautiful cloud formation which I know as “Mares’ Tails”. The 
proper name for these clouds is Cirrus Uncinus which I think 
means “a hook of hair”. Bad weather then dominated South 
West England and we just saw the edge of it 
here.  
 
Certain parts of the heath overlook farmland 
and I could see the seasons changing, fields 
that were green and full of crops had been 
ploughed and the golden corn has now gone 
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I was pleased to see a yellowhammer, these birds are far 
less common than they used to be and the little flash of    
yellow was a quite a delight. 
 
Conkers were plentiful but children don’t appear to collect 
them like we used to. 
 
October was such a colourful month, the trees were every 
shade of green, yellow orange red and brown, each tree was 
different, in fact every leaf was unique. The weather was 
bright and I saw some lovely bright autumn days this year.  
 
There were a lot of berries especially on the holly, a sure 
sign of a hard winter to come, the woods had a carpet of 
leaves and beech nuts and the bright weather around the 
end of the month showed a clear full moon, the October full 
moon is called the hunter’s moon.  
 
I saw a beautiful great tit and watched it for some time, 
they have such lovely clear markings, on that day my    
tranquil wanderings were interrupted by a strange sound 
and when I looked up I saw some rooks defending their 
rookery against a seagull. In days gone by if seagulls were 
on the heath the old Roystonians used to say “the weather 
must be bad on the coast!” Now I think the gulls come from 
nearby landfill sites.  

 
The seasons come and go but life on the 
heath continues, the cafe is always busy, 
various sports are enjoyed, children have 
tennis lessons people walk and there are 
many joggers. Quite a few times I have 
seen people from St John’s church and I’ve 
been spotted making notes for the next   
article. 
 
Finally, as I write, the church calendar has 

moved on from ordinary time and Advent and Christmas are 
on the horizon, cold weather is on the way. 
 
 
More next time…………. 
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FOCUS ON  MISSION 
 
With a history going back over 300 years, 
USPG is the Anglican mission agency which partners churches and communities 
worldwide in God’s mission to enliven faith, strengthen relationships, unlock 
potential and champion justice. 
 
In the 19th. century pastoral care and educational work among indigenous     
people became priorities, augmented by medical work. The original Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel had joined with the Universities Mission to      
Central Africa and the Cambridge Mission to Delhi by 1968, and after a spell   
being known as the United Society (Us), the current name - United Society   
Partners in the Gospel (USPG) - was adopted in 2016. 
 
Like so many ancient international organisations, SPG’s history was inextricably 
linked to the era of imperialism and colonisation. The Society now acknowledges 
a shameful period of its history in the 18th. and early 19th. centuries when it  
benefitted from the labour of enslaved persons on plantations in Barbados,  
following a  bequest from Sir Christopher Codrington. After the abolition of  
slavery in the 19th century the Society recognised the need to make reparations, 
and launched a fund to raise money which was largely spent on educational  
infrastructure in the Caribbean. 
 
However, there are dangers in reducing reparation to simply a matter of finance 
- a deeper understanding of the historical and ethical issues involved is still     
necessary. Thus, USPG recently announced that it will be seeking to address the 
wrongs of the past by committing to a long-term project called “Renewal and 
Reconciliation : The Codrington Reparations Project”. In partnership with the    
Codrington Trust and the Church in the Province of the West Indies, there will be 
four areas of work in collaboration with the descendants of the enslaved :     
community development and engagement; historical research and education; 
burial places and memorialisation, and family research. USPG has pledged £7 
million over the next 10-15 years to advance this work in Barbados. 
 
USPG has has a vision for the churches of the Anglican Communion, in the 68 
countries in which it is working, to increase their understanding and deepen 
their discipleship, to experience a closer fellowship together in Christ, and to be 
the sources of transformation in their communities. 
 
As a church, St. John the Baptist,  is committed to giving 10% of our regular  
income to charities and missions. USPG is one of those we regularly support. 



 19 

 

CHRISTIAN of the MONTH:  GEORGE FOX (1624—1691) 
Commemorated by the Church of England on January 13th. 
 
George Fox was the founder of the Religious Society of 
Friends, known as The Quakers. He was born in the    
strongly Puritan Leicestershire village of Drayton-in-the-
Clay, now Fenny Drayton, the son of a prosperous weaver, 
and even as a child he was serious and religious. 
 
He was apprenticed to a shoemaker who also grazed 
sheep, but at the age of 19, he followed his “inner voice”, or “Inner Light” -   
leaving family and friends he started an itinerant life with Bible in hand,           
wandering the country, and, after long spiritual battles, forming his particular 
beliefs. Rebelling against the religious and political authorities of the day, he  
rejected the formalism of the established church and the practice of rituals in 
specific church buildings, and he believed that all people, including women, 
could be Christ’s ministers if moved by the Holy Spirit. 
 
In 1647 he began to preach and heal in public places, and gradually gathered a 
group of followers around him, although it was never his intention to form a 
sect. However by the early 1650s the "Friends of the Truth”, or simply “Friends” 
came into being, though commonly known as “The Quakers”. 
 
Because of their refusal to honour officials, to take oaths, or to pay tithes, Fox 
and his associates were often arrested and imprisoned. Fox, in fact, suffered 
eight imprisonments between 1649 and 1673. The Restoration of the monarchy 
in 1660 led to special legislation against the Quakers, and it wasn’t until 1689, 
towards the end of his life, that the Toleration Act gave them some relief from 
persecution. 
 
Following a missionary visit to Ireland in 1669 Fox married the widow Margaret 
Fell, one of his strongest supporters (known as “the mother of Quakerism”). In 
the next 15 years he made a number of missionary journeys, including to the  
Caribbean, where he protested against the poor treatment of slaves, the North 
American colonies, Holland and Germany - wherever he went appealing to “that 
of God in every man”.  In 1675 he dictated his Journal, published posthumously, a 
survey of his life which describes the birth of the Quaker movement, and which 
gives an impression of his personality, which people certainly found magnetic. 
He is buried in the non-conformist graveyard of Bunhill Fields in London. 
 
“Walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in every one” George Fox 
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ST. OF THE MONTH  4th  December   
JOHN of DAMASCUS  (JOHN DAMASCENE) 
 

Born in the middle of the 7th. Century, almost 
an exact contemporary of the Venerable 
Bede, John was a monk, hymn writer, and   
theological scholar of lasting influence.       
Interestingly, he spent his whole life under 
Muslim rule. 
 
His father was an important Christian official, 
the chief of revenue, in the court of Khalif  
Abdul Malek in Damascus - a post to which 
eventually John succeeded. 
 
John was very well educated by a Sicilian monk named Cosmas, learned 
in both science and the ology, whom the Muslims had taken prisoner, 
and for whose liberation John’s father paid a large sum of money. 
 
This was the period of iconoclasm, when the Christian emperors in the 
east were ordering the destruction of sacred images, which they         
believed to be  idolatrous. Being under the protection of a Muslim ruler 
enabled John to publish, to great effect, works opposing this practice. 
 
In 716 John gave up his position, and became a monk in the monastery 
of Mar Saba, in the mountain wilderness between Jerusalem and the 
Dead Sea, where he was to spend the rest of his life, living to a great 
age.  He soon became active writing hymns and theological works, 
many of which have survived. The most important is The Fount of       
Wisdom, which deals with philosophy, heresy and faith. The last part, De 
Fide Orthodoxa (The Orthodox Faith) had immense influence in both the 
Eastern and Western churches ; it is a summary of the  teaching of the 
Greek fathers on the principal mysteries of the Christian faith such as 
the Trinity, the Incarnation and the Eucharist. 
 
In 1890 John was declared a Doctor of the Church, just nine years after 
the title had been granted to Bede. Many of John’s hymns have          
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survived and are sung today, particularly in the Greek church. You will 
be familiar with a great Easter hymn, which I am sure we have sung in 
Royston - here are the first and last verses of John Mason Neale’s         
translation: 
 
 
The day of resurrection!   Now let the heavens be joyful, 
Earth, tell out abroad;   and earth her song begin, 
the passover of gladness,   the round world keep high triumph, 
the passover of God!   and all that is therein; 
From death to life eternal,  let all things, seen and unseen, 
from earth unto the sky,   their notes of gladness bend, 
our Christ has brought us over  for Christ the Lord hath risen, 
with hymns of victory.   our joy that hath no end. 
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 Baptisms 

Demi McMurrough, Emily Hyde, Sofia Field, Billy Field, Alex Beadle 
 

We welcome them into the family of Christ’s church 

Recently departed 

 David  Allard, Martin Lees, John Doughton 

May God Grant Them Eternal Rest 

Weddings 

 Alice Carter-Jones to Alex Gray 

Harlie Watson-Wild to Daniel Thompson 

United in love as Christ is united with His Church 

PARISH REGISTERS 
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Answers page 24 

 

CROSSWORD  by DUNCAN RODGERS 

ACROSS 
 
1.    Like an ordained minister (8) 
5.    Unit of power (4) 
8.    Wonder (3) 
9.    Given at Baptism? (4) 
10.  Greek letter (4) 
12.  Parents of Jesus (4,3,6) 
13.  King’s Christmas broadcaster 
(3,1,1,1) 
14.  Agree (6) 
17.  Helleborus Niger (9,4) 
20.  Spheres (4) 
21.  Greek letter (4) 
22.  Taken after Christmas lunch? (3) 
23.  Baptismal vessel (4) 
24.  Occasion of Christian celebration 
(5,3) 

DOWN 
 
1.    Sacred song (5) 
2.    No longer frozen (3,4) 
3.    Church wear? (6,4) 
4.    Greek letter (6) 
6.    Greatly love (5) 
7.    A translation of rabbi (7) 
11.  New Testament epistle (10) 
13.  Admonish, check list (3,4) 
15.  H.M. the King was, 6/5/23 (7) 

16.  Unit of current (6) 
18.  Christmas card bird (5) 
19.  Nothing remaining  (5) 
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ANSWERS 
ACROSS 
 
 1.  Priestly   5.  Watt   8.  Awe   9.  Name   10.  Iota   12.  Mary and 
Joseph   13.  The B.B.C.        14.   Concur   17.  Christmas Rose   
20.  Orbs   21.  Beta   22.  Nap   23.  Font   24.  Feast Day 
 
DOWN 
 
1.  Psalm   2.  Ice free   3.  Sunday best   4.  Lambda   6.  Adore   7.  
Teacher   11.  Colossians    13.  Tick off  15.  Crowned   16.  
Ampere   18.  Robin   19.  Empty  

BELLRINGERS                                  

Alan Curtis 

222408 

 

GIFT AID SECRETARY      

Brenda Strangleman 

245273 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR                   

Louise Atkins                            

louiseatkins234@gmail.com 

 HOUSE GROUPS  

CHURCH FLOWERS                      

Rosemary Dowling 

247270 CHILDREN & YOUNG               

PEOPLE CONTACT CHURCH 

OFFICE 

 

CHURCH TREASURERS                 

Jonathan & Charlotte Wicks 

roystonpc.treasurer@gmail.com 

 PCC SECRETARY           Mike 

Maze 

245606 

MAGAZINE                               Contact 

Church Office 
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 Contact Information 

 

CLERGY 

Vicar: 

The Revd. Dr. Steven Sivyer 243145                                                                             
     The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston  
     SG8 5AD 
     Vicar@roystonparishchurch.org.uk                                
     (off duty on Saturday)* 

Assistant Priest: 

The Revd. John Fidler  241886                                                                               
     8 Stamford Avenue, Royston 
     (off duty on Saturday)* 

 

LICENSED READERS 

Emma Sivyer    07851 688610 

     emma@sivyer.org.uk 

 

Canon Reg Bailey   250637                                                                          
     regbailey@aol.com     

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days 

 

CHURCH WARDENS  CHURCH OFFICE 

Linda Dwight    Joanne Wallis        07935 774633 
Vaughan West                                           roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

Vaughan.west@ntlworld.com     
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 Sunday Services for    December     2023 

Services to be held in Royston Parish Church 

3rd December 9 am   Said Eucharist                

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      Children’s Church followed      

      by refreshments           

   3.30 pm  TTP/Christingle Service  

   6.30 pm  Advent Carol Service                     

10th    9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      Children’s Church followed            

      by refreshments   

   12.30 pm  Baptisms of Anna Thomas and 

      Alfie Boxall                                  

17th    9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      Children’s Church followed          

      by refreshments     

   5 pm   Carol Service with readings       

24th     10 am  BCP Holy Communion Service-

Christmas Eve 2.30 pm  Children’s Crib Service 1 

   4 pm   Children’s Crib Service 2 

   11.30 pm  Midnight Mass of the Nativity-

Monday 25th 10 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir            

Christmas Day                                                                                      

31st   9am   Said Eucharist                            

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,               

      followed be refreshments 
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Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments 

The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick 

and housebound when they receive a request to arrange a visit. 

 Sunday Services for    January    2024 

Services to be held in Royston Parish Church 

7th January 9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      followed  by refreshments             

   3.30 pm  Teatime Praise!                           

   6.30 pm  Taizé Service 

14th    9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      Children’s Church followed            

      by refreshments 

21st     9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      Children’s Church followed            

      by refreshments 

28th     9 am   BCP Holy Communion Service

   10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Choir,       

      Children’s Church followed            

      by refreshments 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
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Calling all bakers!  How to make a harvest loaf 

At the October Ladies’ Group meeting, Val Neather carried out a cookery        
demonstration, showing us how to make the stunning harvest loaf that we have on 
the altar to commemorate harvest each year.  Val has been baking these harvest 
loaves for several decades now, and by sharing the recipe with us all, maybe others 
from our congregation may feel inspired to take on the mantle in future years! 

Ingredients 

1.5kg strong white flour 

2 sachets of dried yeast 

2 teaspoons salt 

2 tablespoons butter or equivalent 

2 tablespoons sugar 

1 litre hand hot water 

3 currants 

TOP TIP: Val explained that the quantities listed above makes a lot of dough and 
therefore it is easier to manage if made in two lots – but they need to be ready at 
the same time.  

Make the dough 
Mix all the ingredients together, except the water. 
Gradually add the water a little at a time until all the ingredients have formed a 

ball and the bowl is clean.  
Knead for 10 minutes in a food mixer or 20 minutes by hand. 
Leave the dough in the bowl, cover with cling film and leave in a warm place 

until double in size (30-45 minutes). 
Take the dough and knead to knock it back. 
Divide the dough into three pieces, each about 230 grams. 

Form the harvest loaf.  N.B. You will need to work quickly, to prevent the dough 
from rising too much 
So that you can be certain that the loaf will fit into your oven, either take the 

largest baking sheet that you know fits into your oven, or make one by 
covering an oven shelf with 2 sheets of foil and oil it lightly (or add a 
piece of baking parchment). 

Take 2 of the pieces of dough, about 230 grams each.  Using a rolling pin, form 
these into a mushroom shape to make the base (see picture). 

Take the third chunk of 230 grams of dough and roll out as flat as possible.   
Cut part of this into about 12 strips and roll into long thin sausage shapes to 

form the corn stalks.  Place these over the stem of the “mushroom.” 
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Plait 3 more strips together. Cut a small “V” on either side of the stalks ¾ of the 

way up. 
Place the plait across the stalks, tucking it under the loaf. Leave a finger’s gap 

between the plait and the stalks. The dough will rise in the oven and    
create a weak spot if the plait is too tight. 

Next divide the rest of the dough into 30 gram pieces and shape them into fat 
finger shapes. 

Place these round the top of the “mushroom” like a sunburst, then gradually fill 
in from the centre. 

With scissors, make 3 or 4 cuts into each finger pointing the scissors towards 
the stalks. This will make the ears. 

Save 2 pieces of dough to make a mouse, pressing in three currants to make his 
eyes and nose  - don’t forget his curled tail!   Place the mouse on the 
stalks. 

Brush the loaf with beaten egg. 
Bake the loaf  

Heat the oven to 180°C (fan) 
Place the loaf on its tray in the hot oven for 10 minutes to kill the yeast. Lower 

the temperature to 130°C (fan). 
Check after 30 minutes. The stalks will cook quicker than the head and may 

need wrapping in foil to prevent burning. 
When the loaf is cooked it will sound hollow when tapped on the back of the 

thickest part. 
The loaf is very fragile when hot – best to leave it to cool overnight! 

 

Starting point: a mushroom about Adding the corn stalks  
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CUSTOM  AT THE ROYSTON SHOP                     WE ALSO 
DELIVER 

 

Adding the plaited cord and 

dough for the ears 

The finished harvest loaf on display  

Snipping the ears of wheat  

Glazed loaf prior to baking  
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Royal British Legion 

Club  

Hall for hire  

Fully stocked 

bar available 

Mill Rd, Royston            

Tel- 01763 244560   

Email-
 roystonrblclub@xlninternet.co.uk 

  

mailto:roystonrblclub@xlninternet.co.uk
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