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PRAYER FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY 

 

Loving God, we thank you for 
your many blessings since 
our church fire. We ask that 
as the months progress we 
will stay united as your body. 
Protect us from distraction as 
we seek to  re-build your 
beautiful House of Prayer, 
and grant us courage to     
witness to your generous 
love to all whom we meet. 
Amen.    

Memorial book 

Newlings of Royston have 

very kindly given a home to 

our Memorial Book. 

Please feel welcome to visit 

Newlings (Fish Hill) to view 

the book and pay your         

respects to a loved one. 

Produced by the Editorial Team:    roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk    Printed by  The PrintWorks, Bassingbourn, Cambs 
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Flower Power in Royston! 

 

Our beautiful Royston 
Church is due to open 
again this year,        
following the terrible 
fire in 2018. 

Whether you're a 
church-goer or not, the 
church is part of our 
historic town and it   
deserves a huge    
welcome back! 

So, inspired by Alison 
White and the Barley 
Flower Tower last 
year, the plan is to 
make our own version, 
with crochet and     

knitted flowers, bees, butterflies! 

So lovely crafty Royston town, please get making - flowers 
etc which need to be 5-6 inches across. 

For patterns pop along to the No.3 Craft Shop where the 
lovely Laura is supporting us with ideas.  

Your creations can be taken back to the shop for storing.  

We've got a few months so should have loads by then. 
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SAVE THE DATE - Home-Start's Strictly for Charity is 

the dance event of the year! 

 

Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambs are steppin’ out 

with their latest fundraising event – Strictly For Charity. 

Inspired by the hit TV show, Strictly Come Dancing, they wish 

to bring all the glitz and glamour (not to mention sequins, spangles 

and fake tan) to the public in support of local families. 

 

So, grab your glitziest dress or sharpest suit out of the wardrobe 

and dust off your highest heels for Saturday, 14th May, and join 

them on the dance floor. There will be a full bar, food and a 

Strictly-themed photo booth (full details to follow). And, similar to 

the TV show, you'll get to vote for your favourite couple to win 

Home-Start's glitterball trophy! 

 

Their celebrities are learning the dance moves, professional dancers 

are working on their choreography and all you need to do is pop 

the date in your diary (14th May) and watch this space (and our 

website) for ticket details. 

 

It's going to be an amazing night... just remember - keeeeep  

dancing! 

 

www.hsrsc.org.uk/event/strictly-for-charity 

https://www.hsrsc.org.uk/event/strictly-for-charity
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Parish Letter 
 
Dear Friends 
 
One of the things I have     
enjoyed hearing about as our 
church restoration has been 
going on has been the       
discovery of little things that 
connect this building’s past 
with the people who had a 
hand in its building over 
hundreds of years. Like the 
person who carved their    
initials in roof timbers and 
stones dating back to the   
mid-1500s, or the two bells 
dated 1739 with the moulded 
inscription: “THOMAS 
LESTER MADE ME.”  
 
I found out that Thomas Lester was a Bell Wright at the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry in the 1700s, originally as 
the Foreman and later as the Master Bell Wright. He was 
responsible for numerous bells including the famous 
Liberty Bell in 1752 which cracked when first rung 
after an arduous journey across the Atlantic Ocean. And 
he made two of our bells here in Royston. 
 
I wonder whether he might even have contemplated 
that almost three hundred years later we would look 
forward to hearing the fruits of his labours when our 
bells are rung once again as our church reopens. Would 
he have been like some of the craftsmen at Chartres   
Cathedral who met the representative of King Louis IX of 
France sent to check up on the progress of the Cathedral 
building who simply said they were doing stonework or 
glazing? Or would he have been like the woman who 
was sweeping the floor clear of construction debris 
whom he also asked, who said, “Sir, I am helping to 
build a Cathedral to the Glory of God, the God who 
made me.” 
 

Church Bell on its way back to Tower 
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I think maybe she has it correct. Thomas Lester made 
some of our bells, and I am sure did so with huge     
diligence and skill. Everything we know about him   
suggests he loved his calling as a Master Craftsman, but 
he, like us, occasionally made a flawed product, like the 
Liberty Bell or, as the present-day bell founders tell us 
as they have renovated the bells following the fire, bells 
that are ever so slightly out of tune.  
 
But Thomas Lester was made by God. Just each one of 
us was. 
 
A God who loves us far more than we can ever know 
who, as the Psalmist says:  
 
“For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit 
me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; that I know very well. My frame was not hidden 
from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately 
woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my   
unformed substance; in your book were written all the 
days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet 
existed.” 
 
We wonder at Thomas’s skill almost three hundred years 
later as we hear the bells, maybe we should look in 
wonder at the skill and attention to detail that God has 
made in each one of us. If Thomas set out to make his 
bells perfect, so God made each of us to be perfect. But 
we all have flaws, we all fall short of the glory of God, 
by the things we think, say, and do.  
 
The Good News is though, we do not have to wait three 
hundred years to be recast, we can simply ask God to   
remake us though the forgiveness we can receive through 
Jesus. We may still be slightly off tune until we are  
perfected in heaven, but we are really joining in with 
all the choirs of heaven in becoming ever closer to our 
Lord- who made us. 
 
Every blessing 
Reg 
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Tel: 01763 662109 

Contact:  Sue Pegram                 

secretary@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk  

01763 838185 

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year…….. 

Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com 

Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on  07717 800330 

Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for 

you to receive the magazine 
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Why not pay a visit 

to our Website?      

Lots of valuable                

information and 

links. 

Www.roystonparish 

church.org.uk 

 
Across Royston is the journal of the Parish 

Church.  

Articles printed in this publication may not 

represent the views of the church or of all 

the members.  

Final date for receiving articles: 4th of the 

month prior to publication. Published six 

times a year. Articles, letters, sketches, 

poems, etc are welcome for possible     

inclusion in the magazine. The Editor’s 

decision is final. If you submit a piece from 

another publication please make sure you 

get written permission to use it.  

The editorial team reserve the right to edit 

submissions as they see fit. Entries         

included on a first-come,  first-served basis 

– we have limited space each issue, so get 

your entries in quickly! 
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Easter – what’s it all about? 
 

 

What happened to Jesus? 

Jesus was a prophet and a healer, and yet in 

a matter of days he went from being loved by the crowds to   

being murdered on a cross. It looked like he was defeated, but he 

wasn’t - come and join us as we follow his journey! 

 

Passiontide begins – 3rd April 

The two weeks before Easter are known as the season of        

Passiontide when we can really begin to focus on Jesus’ road to 

Calvary. 

   

Palm Sunday – 10th April @ 9am and 10.15am 

at Icknield Walk School 

On Palm Sunday we remember the day Jesus rode 

triumphantly into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. 

We call this day Palm Sunday because people lined his 

route waving palms and singing ‘Hosanna to the king’. 

We will celebrate this day with a said Eucharist at 9am and a 

sung Eucharist at 10.15am.  

 

Maundy Thursday – 14th April @ 8pm 

at Barkway Parish Church 

On the Thursday before Jesus died, he celebrated 

the Jewish festival of the Passover with his twelve 

disciples. As they shared bread and wine, Jesus 
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gave them a command to break bread and drink wine together in 

his memory. He also shocked his disciples by washing their feet, an 

act usually done by a slave; by doing this Jesus demonstrated that 

we must serve one another.  

The term ‘Maundy’ comes from the Latin, “mandatum”, meaning 

command, and on that special evening we will follow Jesus’    

command by re-enacting the Last Supper with a sung Eucharist 

with our sisters and brothers in Barkway. The service will begin at 

8pm and will be followed by a silent vigil in the Lady Chapel as we 

remember Jesus when he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. All 

are most welcome. 

 

Good Friday – 15th April @ 12 noon  

At Market Hill Room 

After a dubious trial Jesus was sentenced to death by 

crucifixion. He was tortured and forced to carry the  

horizontal piece of timber, which formed part of the 

cross, to a nearby hill in Jerusalem, called Calvary. He 

was nailed to the cross, where he hung for three hours 

before he died, after which time he was taken down 

from the cross and laid in a tomb.  

 

At the time of going to print, the Walk of Witness has yet to be 

confirmed 

 

At 12 noon, we will hold a service at Market Hill Rooms, this will 

take the form of a simple service of the word with hymns and an 

address.   
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 Easter Eve – Saturday 16th April 

Jesus lay in his tomb, his disciples had scattered,     

terrified the same fate would come to them. The man 

they thought would be their Messiah was lying dead 

and all seemed lost. Unlike the disciples, we have the 

luxury of knowing that the joy of Easter Day is just a 

few hours away; we spend this day quietly preparing 

ourselves and the church for Easter Day, continuing to thank God 

for the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross. There are no church 

services on Easter Eve to reflect the time when Jesus lay dead in 

the tomb. 

 

Easter Day – 17th April @ 6.30am, 9am and 10.15am 

No evening service 

Icknield Walk School 

In the darkness of the Sunday morning, Mary 

Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb to pay her      re-

spects. To her surprise she found that the tomb 

was empty. She ran to find two other disciples who witnessed 

what she had described. They ran away and Mary saw two angels 

where Jesus had been laid. She then saw a man who she thought 

was a gardener, but when he spoke her name, she recognised him 

to be Jesus – he was alive! She ran back to the disciples to tell 

them the Good News. Through God’s boundless love for           

humankind, death was overcome and Jesus was raised to new life.  

 

On Easter Sunday, we start at dawn, just as Mary Magdalene 

had done on the first Easter Day.  
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As the sun rises, we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection; firstly, we    

welcome in the day at 6.30am with a simple Sunrise Service in 

The Priory Memorial Gardens around a fire.  

 

We will then meet in Icknield Walk School for a said Eucharist in 

at 9am and a sung Eucharist at 10.15am where we worship the 

risen Lord, give thanks to God for his love for humankind in giving 

his Son to die for us all, and praise him for his power over death 

in raising Jesus from the dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the joy and peace of the risen Christ 

be yours this Eastertide! 
 

S E T 

R H O 

C A R 

Word puzzle 
 
How many words of 4 letters or more can you 
make from these letters all including the central 
letter. No proper names, plurals, adverbs, conju-
gated verbs (past tense etc) comparatives or su-
perlatives. 
Target 26  words answers on page 24 
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WORDS TO REMEMBER  COLLECTION 

October 2021 saw the publication of a book of  poetry   
titled “Lost Words”, the result of a project that ran on   
Addenbrookes wards for older patients with issues of 
memory  loss and dementias. 

Revd Phil Sharkey, who had been running regular           
reminiscence therapy sessions on these wards for some 
time, trialled an approach aimed at stimulating memory recall and improved    
communication by asking patients if they remembered   poems and verse from 
their school days, such as “The Owl and the Pussycat” or favourite nursery rhymes 
and limericks. 

The project was assisted by a grant from RVS which enabled longer periods of time 
to be spent with each patient and Phil was able to make contemporaneous         
verbatim notes of the patient’s response to the poetry recalled. 

The verbatim notes of the individual encounters were then later shaped into a  
poem which aimed to give “voice” to these patients. 

Discontinuous narratives were weaved together into a linear timeline and the    
patients, fears, hopes and concerns were discerned through unusual use of        
language and metaphor that had been used. 

Because Covid interrupted the project, the patients were no longer available for 
the continuance of the project and in lockdown in Spring 2021, Phil revisited the 
poems he had discerned and discovered from the patients and wrote a “response” 
poem back to each, which sought to emphasise the Trust values of “Safe, Kind and 
Excellent” and to address the fears and concerns that had been expressed. 

These are the poems contained in the “Lost Words” anthology and the book is now 
available from the ACT website: - 

 https://shop.act4addenbrookes.org.uk/collections/books/products/words-to-
remember 

Since publication the book has been reviewed in the Church Times’ Poet’s Corner 
column by Revd Dr Malcolm Guite and on the blog of leading Mental Capacity law-
yer Alex Ruck-Keene 

https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/posts/ 

The learning from the project is now being translated into a training course that 
aims to deploy “intentional listening”, which is listening to all that said in voice, 
gesture or other non verbal communication, as an approach that can help to make 
sense of the communication that patients seek to use when they have impairments 
that make it hard for them to make their wishes, fears and questions understood. 

https://shop.act4addenbrookes.org.uk/collections/books/products/words-to-remember
https://shop.act4addenbrookes.org.uk/collections/books/products/words-to-remember
https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/posts/
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ROYSTON PARISH 
CHURCH 

Teatime Praise! 
Sunday 3rd April and 1st May 

3.30pm 

Icknield Walk School 

ALL WELCOME!  
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RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT                                                   

FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE 

If you have any concerns please contact me 

Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk  

Telephone : 01462 486074 

or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com  

Royston May Fayre 2022 

The Royston May Fayre is making a welcome return this year after 2 years of     
cancellations.  It’s on Monday 2nd May, from 12:00 to 4:30pm, in the Priory       
Memorial gardens. 

St John the Baptist will have a stall to sell merchandise in aid of our refurbishment 
fund.  We will be selling bags, tea towels, mugs, cook books and notelets.  

We will also be manning a cake stall to raise money for the BRAVE Trust, and 
would welcome cake donations, as well as your support by purchasing cakes from 
the stall.  From past experience we are blessed with some excellent bakers in our 
congregation. 

The BRAVE Trust stands for Buntingford, Royston and Villages Ecumenical Trust, 
and is a registered charity that provides Christian ministry in our local schools.     
Go to website www.thebravetrust.org to find out more about their work.  

We hope to see you at the May Fayre. 

The Fundraising Committee. 

mailto:oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.oliverhealdmp.com
http://www.thebravetrust.org/
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Christian of the Month  Christina Rossetti (1850-1894) 
 
Commemorated in the Church of England Calendar on 
April 27th. 
 
Christina was a celebrated poet of the Victorian age, 
best known for her religious, romantic and children’s 
verse. She was born in London, the daughter of Frances 
and Gabriele Rossetti, an Italian poet and political exile. 
 
Her brother was the painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti, one 
of the founders of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Christina’s literary style  
reflected the themes of that movement, and she also acted as Dante’s model 
for several of his works, for example as Mary in The Girlhood of Mary Virgin 
(1849), see below. 

 
She was educated at home by her mother and showed very 
early promise as a poet. A delicate and devout girl, she spent 
most of her life in the family circle, and despite several       
opportunities she never married. She was a devoted           
Anglican and her poetry expresses her strong Christian faith. 
Her collection The Goblin Market and Other Poems, published 
when she was 31 was widely acclaimed, and after Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning’s death Christina was regarded as the 
country’s leading female poet. Her work, often spiritual and 

sometimes melancholy, has a high degree of technical perfection. 
 

Lord Jesus, who would think that I am Thine?  
Ah, who would think  

Who sees me ready to turn back or sink,  
That Thou art mine?  

 
I cannot hold Thee fast though Thou art mine:  

Hold Thou me fast,  
So earth shall know at last and heaven at last  

That I am Thine. 
 
Often troubled by ill health and periods of depression, she became an invalid in 
later life but continued to write. She died in December 1894 aged 64 and is     
buried with the rest of her family in Highgate Cemetery. 
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Christina is still highly regarded as a poet, and her work can be found in most 
anthologies of English poetry. Perhaps the most familiar of her works to us to-
day are the poems set to music as carols In The Bleak Midwinter and Love Came 
Down At Christmas, together with her sonnet Remember, which begins : 
 

Remember me when I am gone away,  
         Gone far away into the silent land;  

         

 
Saint of the Month:    May 1st: St. Asaph 
 

When a quiz question about “Britain’s smallest city” is asked, 
St. Asaph often comes up in discussion. This settlement near 

Denbigh in north Wales is certain-
ly a very small urban area, but it 
has a cathedral, dedicated to a 
sixth century bishop,    St Asaph. 
Having a cathedral, it has always 
regarded itself as a city, and this was made official 
when Her Majesty the Queen granted it city status as 
part of her Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012 

(Note of local interest : at the same time as Chelmsford.) 

There is no early Welsh writing about Asaph, but we learn about him via the life 
of St. Kentigern (a.k.a. Mungo). During a period of exile from Glasgow,            
Kentigern established a Celtic monastery in 545 at what became known as      
Llanelwy in Wales (Llanelwy = church on the (river) Elwy). He was an abbott-
bishop in the Celtic style. 

Asaph was a disciple of Kentigern. One famous legend is that when Kentigern 
was in distress having prayed at length beside an icy river, Asaph brought him, in 
his apron, burning live coals. But neither Asaph nor his clothes were burnt or 
damaged in any way, this miracle attesting to his sanctity. 

A diocese was established around the monastery and in 573 Asaph was             
appointed its bishop, and  he is said to have died in 596. A medieval document 
describes Asaph’s “charm of manners, grace of body, holiness of heart and     
witness of miracles.” In Norman times there was episcopal reorganisation, and 
the diocese of Llanelwy was renamed St. Asaph. Parts of the current cathedral 
building date from the 13th. century, although most of it was built in the time of 
Henry Tudor, and it was further restored in the 19th. century. 
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FOCUS ON MISSION:  GenR8 

As a church, St. John the Baptist is committed to 
giving 10% of our regular income to charities and 
missions. GenR8 is one of those we regularly sup-
port. 
 
GenR8 is a Cambridge-based Christian charity with the aim of providing an          
opportunity for primary school age children to hear about and learn from the    
Christian faith. It was established in 2001 and became a registered charity and 
Scripture Union Mission Partner in 2010.  
 
GenR8 works with schools and churches in Cambridgeshire and North                
Hertfordshire. We support learning about the Christian faith through a variety of 
different programmes including   presenting assemblies and with Inspire Prayer 
Spaces. GenR8 also aims to encourage Christian children in their faith,  supports 
churches in their work with children and works in partnership with churches and 
their local schools. Royston has its own assembly team who regularly visit all local 
primary and first schools. 
 
During the past two years GenR8 has had to adapt what it 
does, as visits to schools have been restricted due to the Covid
-19 pandemic. GenR8 Director Steve Whyatt gathered teams of 
volunteers on Zoom and filmed videos to support home      
learning, and for use in classrooms once children returned to 
school. These GenR8 Connect videos feature Bible stories,  
puppets and prayer, with themes that relate to key concerns 
facing children in these times. The stories of Joseph, David and 
Goliath, the feeding of the 5000, Jesus calming the storm,   Easter and Christmas, to 
name a few, have been told in a fun and engaging way. The videos are emailed to 
schools as a YouTube link with accompanying activity sheets that can be used to 
follow-up the lessons taught. See: www.genr8.org/videos 
 
As well as Connect videos, Siân Thorne, Inspire Prayer 
Spaces Director, produced    5-minute GenR8 Reflect 
videos based on prayer space activities with themes 
such as hope, overcoming challenges, and kindness. 
These videos give children a chance to stop and reflect, 
to think and be still. See: www.genr8.org/prayer-spaces 
In total we have produced over 50 videos and have had 
some lovely feedback from schools thanking us for these resources:  

GenR8 director, Steve 

http://www.genr8.org/videos
http://www.genr8.org/prayer-spaces
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‘We are really finding these brilliant - thank you. Especially as we have now         
increased measures in schools and are having less whole school worship.’ 
Headteacher 
 
‘Can I say just how much I appreciate you doing these videos regularly... They have 
been a really fantastic resource – with just the right balance of story, themes, 
prayer, reflection… and the themes are always very apt too… please don’t stop!’ 
Headteacher 
 
Along with others, the Royston team were very excited to be able to visit a few 
schools with our Advent assembly last term and are looking forward to sharing the 
Easter message with lots of children in March. 
 
In addition to these activities, GenR8 has continued to provide a number of 
schools with permanent prayer space resources and recently re-started its ‘Cool 
Choices’ programme. Last February the Xcellr8 weekend for 8-11 year olds was 
held online and we were excited that this February it was run in person. 
 
In all that we do we continue to pray that children will see that there is a            
relevance to Christianity, that it can make a difference to their lives. GenR8 is very 
grateful for St John the Baptist’s continued support of its ministry, through prayer 
and financial donations. Thank you. 
 
For more information about GenR8 please visit our website: www.genr8.org 

 

http://www.genr8.org
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
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Answers page 24 

 

CROSSWORD  by DUNCAN RODGERS 

ACROSS 
 
1.  U.S. state (5,6) 
8.    U.S. state (5) 
9.    Abandoned Atlantic island  (2,5) 
10.  South Asian bread (4) 
11.   _______ Down, I.o.W.  (8) 
13.  The _______ Causeway, Co. 
 Antrim  (6) 
14.  French port (6) 
17.  Capital of India (3,5) 
19.  Ancient name for France (4) 
22.  Same court case again (7) 
23.  City in Nebraska (5) 
24.  U.S. state (5,6) 
 
 
 

DOWN 
 
 1.  Citizen of the Eternal City (5) 
 2   Japanese island, WWII battle (7) 
 3.   The ______ Project, Cornwall (4) 
 4.  Southern English county (6) 
 5.   U.S. state (8) 
 6.  The Yorkshire  ______ National 

Park (5) 
7.    French Riviera resort (6)  
12.  Town of Jersey (2,6) 
13.  Upper classes (6) 
15.  Native American tribe (7) 
16.  Biblical city, TV series ranch (6) 
18.  God of Wagner’s Ring…. (5) 
20.  Capital of Tibet (5) 
21.  U.S. state (4) 
 

1   2   3   4   5   6     

                        7 

8           9             

                          

10         11               

        12                 

13             14     15     

            16             

17   18             19     20 

                21         

22               23         

                          

    24                     
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ANSWERS 

CROSSORD ANSWERS 
Across 
1. Rhode Island  8.  Maine  9.  St. Kilda    10.  Naan  11.  Tennyson      
13. Giant’s  14.  Calais       17.  New Delhi  19.  Gaul   22.  Retrial    
23.  Omaha   24.  North Dakota 
 
Down 
1. Roman   2.  Okinawa   3.  Eden   4.  Sussex   5.  Arkansas    
6. Dales   7.  Cannes  12.  St. Helier  13.  Gentry   15.  Arapaho    
16. Shiloh  18.  Wotan  20.  Lhasa  21.  Iowa 

 Baptisms 

Dejhan Nicholas, Hope Nicholas-Smith, Cobi Smith 
We welcome them into the family of Christ’s church 

Recently departed 

Jane Gower, Joyce Surtees, Mary Taylor  

May God Grant Them Eternal Rest 

PARISH REGISTERS 

WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS 

3 letter  ash, has, hat, her, hoe, hot, rho, the (8)                                                    

4 letter  ache, arch, cash, char, chat, cosh, each, echo, etch, hare, hart, hast, 

  hate, hear, heat, hero, hers, hose, host, hots, rash, shoe, shot, tosh 

  (24)                                                                                                                   

5 letter  chaos, chart, chase, cheat, chest, chore, crash, earth, ethos, haste, 

  hater, heart, horse, ochre, other, reach, retch, roach, share, shear, 

  shore, short, teach, those, torch, trash (26)                                             

6 letter  archer, chaser, chaste, hector, others, rasher, rather, sachet, scathe, 

  search, starch, those (12)                                                                             

7 letter  charter, crasher, sharer (3)                                                                          

9 letter  carthorse, orchestra (2) 
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 Contact Information 

CLERGY 

Vicar: 

Rev’d Heidi Huntley 243145                                                                              
    The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD 
    hahlive@gmail.com                                 
    (off duty on Friday)* 
Assistant Priest: 

Rev’d John Fidler  241886                                                                               
    8 Stamford Avenue, Royston 
    (off duty on Saturday)* 

LICENSED READERS 

Reg Bailey   250637                                                                           
    regbailey@aol.com     

 

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days 

CHURCH WARDENS  CHURCH OFFICE 

Linda Dwight    Joanne Wallis        07935 774633 
Clare Davies   248787 roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

 
 

BELLRINGERS                      
Alan Curtis 

222408 GIFT AID SECRETARY                      

Brenda Strangleman 

     

245273 

 MUSICAL DIRECTOR                 

Louise Atkins                                

louiseatkins234@gmail.com 

 HOUSE GROUPS 

 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS                  

Rosemary Dowling 

         

247270 

CHILDREN’S  CHURCH                                 

Revd. Heidi Huntley 
243145 

CHURCH TREASURER                          

Phil Burchell 

        

848937 

MAGAZINE TEAM                 
Joanne Wallis 

 246911 

 

CRÉCHE 

Mary Primett 

        

243711 

PCC SECRETARY 

Kathy Young 
 

223805 
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 Sunday Services for 2021 

Icknield First School Hall unless otherwise stated 

3rd April  9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir   

   3.30 pm  Tea Time Praise! 

10th    PALM SUNDAY 

   9 am   Said Eucharist    

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir  

14th    MAUNDY THURSDAY 

   8 pm   Sung Eucharist        

   At Barkway Parish Church (No booking needed) 

15th    GOOD FRIDAY                                               

   12 noon  Service of the Word, with hymns

   At Market Hill Rooms (No booking required)  

17th   EASTER DAY 

   6.30 am  Sunrise Service         

   To be held in The Priory Memorial Gardens        

   9 am   Said Eucharist   

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

24th     9 am   BCP Holy Communion Service 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir  

BOOKING IS REQUIRED FOR ICKNIELD SCHOOL                                                                                      

For non-computer users please ring Joanne (07935 774633)                              

between the Monday and Wednesday before the Sunday in question.                                                              

For email users, please contact Joanne 
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Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments 

The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick 

and housebound when they receive a request—please contact the Vicar on 243145 

 Sunday Services for 2021 

Icknield First School Hall unless otherwise stated 

1st May  9 am   Said Eucharist  

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir  

   3.30 pm  Tea Time Praise! 

8th   9 am   Said Eucharist  

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir  

15th     9 am   Said Eucharist  

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir  

22nd    9 am   BCP Holy Communion Service  

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir  

29th   9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

 

BOOKING IS REQUIRED                                                                                                          

For non-computer users please ring Joanne (07935 774633)                              

between the Monday and Wednesday before the Sunday in question.                                                              

For email users, please contact Joanne 

(roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com) between Thursday and Saturday.  

mailto:roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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Heath Watch with Holly (the little dog) 

Welcome to the nineteenth in a series of dog walking   
diaries, documenting the flora and fauna on the beautiful 
heath as the seasons change. 

January and February 2022 

The two coldest months of the year have arrived but Holly and I continue 
to walk on the heath every day and despite 
weeks of cheerless damp and cold, if you take 
the time to look there are signs of life nature is 
at work.  I have enjoyed seeing Fieldfares again, 
a migrant bird rather like a large colourful song 
thrush. The bird books say that they winter in 
the UK from October to 

April but I tend to only to see them, in any quantity, 
during     January and February.  If you look closely at 
a flock of fieldfares you can usually spot a redwing.  
Redwings are very similar but as their name suggests 
they have a small amount of red plumage.  

On  the first of January we walked rather early and I saw a stonechat, a 
good start to the year and the next few days were bright and clear I heard a 
woodpecker echoing in the woods  listened to Wood Pigeon whose song 
sounds like “my toe bleeds betty” and heard the rather similar song of the 
Collared Dove who seems to say “my toe bleeds”  rather like they haven’t 
mastered the last two syllables of the Wood Pigeon’s song.  

There were a lot of catkins this year adding some subtle colour to the heath 
and the occasional pussy willow although I suspect that these are self set 
plants originating from nearby gardens. 

There was a full moon on 17th. January and being dark rather early at this 
time of year I was able to see it from the heath, 
it coincided, as it often does at this time of year, 
with a very clear sky and was truly beautiful. The 
first full moon of the year, throughout the 
northern hemisphere, is called a wolf moon   
because it is said that being particularly bright 
and clear wolves are inclined to howl at it.  
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The moles continue to be active, I’m always impressed with the way Holly 
runs up to one particular hill of dozens of molehills sniffs and looks intently 
at it, I think she can hear the little mole moving in his underground world; 
and yes I do know it is  “he” not a  “she” or an “it” The Wind in The Willows 
makes it perfectly clear.  

Moving into February the winds got stronger and 
colder and high up on the heath the wind was really 
very cold indeed and at the end of the month we 
had storm Eunice which brought down trees and      
branches. We avoided the higher places at this time. 
Sometime ago I bought a watch which tracks my dis-
tance and number of floors climbed and on 22nd 
February it awarded me a “satellite badge” as I have climbed the equiva-

lent of 35,000 floors, many of which must have been on 
the heath! 

It is at this time of year that local people say that the 
trees are getting fat, by which they mean is that the leaf 
buds are appearing and if you look at a tree in the      
distance you can see a green halo round the branches.   

All the heath regulars are still there, dog walkers,      
people exercising, golfers, tennis, rugby and football 
players and many just walking. There was a big         
charitable fun-run in February that needed car park 

attendants and another day there was  a new group  of people doing a type 
of boxing exercise, 

Winter disappears, nature wakes into the optimism of spring, we pass 
daffodils in the gardens as we walk to the heath, a new season is starting.  

More next time……………………………. 

 

Anthony Pigg 
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PASQUE FLOWERS 

The Pasque flower is a rare plant that grows on 
chalk grasslands.  It blooms in April around Easter 
time, which is where it derives it’s name.  It’s a 
small plant, with beautiful purple flower and     
yellow centre.  Although it is rare, it thrives on one 
of the south-facing hills next to the golf course on 
Therfield Heath.    

If you’ve never seen them, I would encourage you to go for a walk on a    
sunny April day either by yourself, or with your family, friends, or dogs.  

Pasque Flowers Bench  Fox Covert Jubilee Wood Gate / layby 

To find the flowers, start from Therfield Heath car park just off Therfield 
Road, follow the path out of the car par, leading away from the road, as per 
the route marked in black on the above map.  

If you prefer a shorter walk, park in the layby further up Therfield road, and 
enter the wood through the gate.  Follow the path through the wood until 
you come out the other side. Find the flowers on the slope, and when 
ready, return through Fox Covert.  If you’re feeling adventurous, explore 
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Royston Parish Church Restoration – the roof (part 1) 

Clare Davies 

This article continues the series sharing pictures of details of the church 
building that we were able to see close-up when we carried out the high-
level inspection before the scaffolding was taken down last summer.  In this 
article, I share some pictures of details of the beautiful carvings in the south 
aisle roof, which date back to the fifteenth century. 
 
Before the fire, I had been aware of various interesting carvings in the roof, 
but it is very hard to see them properly from ground level, craning your 
neck!  I hope that you will enjoy the chance to see 
some of the details in the following photos:  
 
One of the three figures (possibly angels) that form 
decorative corbels (projections jutting out from a wall 
to support a structure above it). 

 
A boss (a carved ornamental    
projection at the junction of two 
beams of a timber roof) featuring 
a “green man”: a face made of or  surrounded by 
leaves and vegetation, and symbolising  rebirth.  Note 
there is also a “Green Man” pub quite close by in 
Royston. 
 
A boss featuring a bird clutching 
another bird – at first I thought 
this was a bird of prey catching a 
small bird, but it has also been 
pointed out to me that it could 
be a bird protecting its young – a 
nicer thought! 
 
A bearded man 
 

When we get back into church later on this year, do bring binoculars to en-
joy these carvings for yourself! 
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Royal British Legion 

Club  

Hall for hire  

Fully stocked 

bar available 

Mill Rd, Royston            

Tel- 01763 244560   

Email-
 roystonrblclub@xlninternet.co.uk 

  

mailto:roystonrblclub@xlninternet.co.uk
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