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PRAYER FOR OUR
COMMUNITY
Loving God, we thank you for
your many blessings since
our church fire. We ask that
as the months progress we
will stay united as your body.
Protect us from distraction as
we seek to re-build your
beautiful House of Prayer,
and grant us courage to
witness to your generous
love to all whom we meet.
Amen.

Memorial book
Newlings of Royston have
very kindly given a home to
our Memorial Book.
Please feel welcome to visit
Newlings (Fish Hill) to view
the book and pay your
respects to a loved one.
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ECO CHURCH
Royston Parish Church Eco Group
Tips on Saving Water
We are lucky that we live in a place with access to clean, running
water, accessible with just the opening of a tap. However as our climate is changing, our supplies of fresh water are being stretched. The UK Environment agency
says that people in England are facing shortages by 2050 unless we save water fast.
You may not use massive quantities of water, but each one of us can play our part
to make a difference to conserve the water supplies that we have. Here are some
simple things that we can all do.
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

Check your taps for leaks, and fix them. Up to 60 litres of water a week can
go straight down the drain from a leaky tap
Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth. This could save 6 litres of water a
minute.
Every minute you spend in a power shower uses up to 17 litres of water. Try
shortening the length of time you spend in the shower. Perhaps set a timer
to help to keep it shorter.
Save up your dirty clothes until there are enough for a full load. Washing a
full machine load of clothes uses less water and energy than 2 half loads, so
as well as saving water it can also help lower your energy bills too.
Time your gardening so that you water outdoor plants in the early morning
or at the end of the day to prevent water evaporating immediately in the
sunlight.
Catch rain water in water butts and use this to water outdoor plants.
Reduce your food waste. It takes a lot of water to grow the food that we
buy. If you have left-over food, you could turn it into another meal rather
than throw it away. Go to www.lovefoodhatewaste.com for some great
recipes using leftovers.

Every single day more than three billion litres of perfectly good drinking water is
wasted in the UK. That’s enough water to make 15 billion cups of tea. Most of this
is lost before it even reaches our houses, through leaks in the pipes that deliver
water from the water companies to our homes. Put pressure on your water company to do more to prevent wastage. You can also lobby your local MP to better legislate the water companies.
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. Psalm
24v1. We have a responsibility to protect our planet, and leave a habitable world
for the next generation.
Ruth Savage
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PARISH LETTER
Dear friends,
As I write this in early September, we’ve just heard it’s
likely that there will be more delays in the reopening of
our lovely church, and I expect these will have been
confirmed by the time you read this in October and
November. The day after the fire I remember an
engineer telling me we’d be closed for two years for the
refurbishment and we’re obviously well past that now.
Having said that, I don’t suppose the Israelites
expected to be wandering in the wilderness for forty
years after they fled from Egypt either! The other
similarity between us and the Israelites is that we don’t
journey alone; God went before them in a pillar of cloud
and fire and he goes before us too.
When we experience life’s traumas and believe me,
everyone does, it can feel like God has disappeared. In
the times we feel we need him most, he can suddenly
seem to vanish for some folk, but he hasn’t. God never
leaves us. Jesus told us that he would send the Holy
Spirit who would be with us forever, in all places. As
someone once said to me, God’s nearer than your next
breath; so, God doesn’t choose those dreadful times to
desert us, but rather, in our sadness and despair we can
6

lose a sense of his presence or forget about him for a
while. Through good times and in bad, the one thing we
can rely on in life is God’s consistency. Whether we choose
to acknowledge him or not, he’s still present, wanting to
tend and care for us – always loving us unconditionally.
In these uncertain times, I’ve been thinking of the
disciples and how they must have felt after Jesus died;
how great their feelings of uncertainty must have been
between Jesus’ death and resurrection, between Jesus’
resurrection and his following appearances, and then
finally after Jesus ascended into heaven and in those ten
days before the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. Whilst
they knew what to expect because Jesus had reassured
them, they were still anxious. However, they stayed
united and held on and were rewarded for their
faithfulness. The Holy Spirit came upon them and
empowered them to tell others of the Good News of
Jesus Christ. As hard as it is, we need to follow the
disciples’ example to try and stay united and hold on. As
my old Mother Superior used to say to me at school,
‘Everything passes’. We will return again to our beautiful
church building and we will return to more certain times
regarding covid, but for now, let’s try to remember not
to worry about tomorrow, for God is already there!
Every blessing, Heidi.
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Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church.
Articles printed in this publication may not represent
the views of the church or of all the members. Final
date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to
publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters,
sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclusion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If
you submit a piece from another publication please
make sure you get written permission to use it. The
editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as
they see fit. Entries included on a first-come, firstserved basis – we have limited space each issue, so
get your entries in quickly!

Contact: Sue Pegram
secretary@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk
01763 838185
Tel: 01763 662109

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year……..
Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com
Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on 07717 800330
Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for
you to receive the magazine
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to our Website?
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PRAYING TOGETHER ROB FOX
. Prayer has been a really important part of
my Christian life since I first came to a
living faith in Jesus at teacher training
college. In this article I want to write
about my experiences of praying together
with other Christians. The type of prayer
that I am writing about is extemporary or
open prayer where we are not necessarily using written words but
speaking our own words of prayer to the Lord. We can see this prayer
taking place right from the beginning of the Christian church in the
Book of Acts. In Acts 4 we read about the early disciples coming
together to pray and this was the birth of the church through the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
Although I was brought up in a Christian family I did not experience
this form of extemporary prayer fully until I was at college. I was
part of the Christian Union and we met regularly for bible study and
prayer. Prayer was an important part of the time together as a group
not just an add on. We spent time praying for ourselves and others. We
were involved in outreach to other students so prayer formed a vital
basis for that. It was here in these early years as a Christian that I
found that I enjoyed praying with others and gained great strength in
my Christian life doing so. We were fortunate to have more mature
Christians amongst us who could lead by their example and teaching.
Kim, my wife, and I met at the college and were both members of the
Christian Union, indeed Kim tells me she was involved in praying for me
before I had come to faith!
We have continued to appreciate prayer over the years in a number of
different contexts. We have always belonged to house groups where
there is opportunity to study the bible but also pray together. We
have greatly valued friends with whom we have been able to pray. Kim
and I are also fortunate to be able to pray together. We have our own
daily prayer time but also take time to pray together. Then there
have been special prayer events which we have taken part in such as
24/7 Prayer and Thy Kingdom Come plus opportunities to pray with
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others at Christian conferences such as Spring Harvest and New Wine.
It is a great blessing to pray with others and to see God at work in our
lives and our communities.
I am conscious that when you are new to this type of prayer, it can
seem very daunting, if not scary! When you are sitting with other
Christians you can feel the pressure to pray something out loud. One of
the things that I have learnt is that as I am prompted by the Holy
Spirit to pray out loud, he guides my words. Yes, there are times when I
will stumble over words but I am sure that it does not matter to the
Lord.
I’ve also learnt that there is such a strength in being a prayer group
with others, simply being still, quietly listening to God’s voice and hearing
His voice in the prayers of others. God just loves to see us come
together in prayer with Him as a family of believers.
In the last couple of years it has not been easy to meet together to
pray in person as we have done in the past. Recently Heidi and Reg have
led a morning prayer once a month online and within that service there is
opportunity for open prayer.
My experience is that, as Christians, we are built up and encouraged
through praying with others and it extends God’s Kingdom reminding us
that God always hears our prayers.
‘For where two or three gather in my name, I am among

them’ (Matthew 18.20)
What a marvellous promise!
Some online resources on prayer:
Thy Kingdom Come www.thykingdomcome.global
The Prayer Course www.prayercourse.org

Rob Fox
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ROYSTON’S MAP (MISSION ACTION PLAN)

Clare Davies

There is a well known saying: “If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail!” For a
number of years the Church of England has encouraged every parish to help their
church grow by drawing up a “Mission Action Plan” (MAP). First of all we consider
our parish’s demographics, needs, resources and then we draw up a MAP defining
our values, vision, priorities and decide what we need to do to fulfil them. Preparing a MAP is a collaborative process resulting in a plan with “SMART” (Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound) goals.
This article contains an extract summarising our latest mission action
plan – if you are interested to find out more, have a look at the Mission
Action Planning pages of the Diocese of St Albans website where you can
find not only the full version of our parish’s MAP but those of other
churches.
Our Vision for 2022 : We have defined our vision as “Focused on God, we want to
be a growing fellowship of believers, who are being encouraged and developed at
all stages in our faith journey and who are reaching out to and serving the people
of Royston”.

Core Values: Our core values are summarised by the Five Marks of Mission: (1) to
proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom, (2) to teach, baptise and nurture new
believers, (3) to respond to human need by loving service, (4) to seek to transform
unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace
and reconciliation and (5) to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.
OUR PRIORITIES
Our current plan prioritises four areas:
To complete the repair and refurbishment of our church building so that
once again it will be God’s house of prayer in the heart of the community
of Royston and used for worship and a range of community activities.
For this, the “headlines” of our SMART goals are as follows (for more
specific details of what actually makes these goals “SMART”, see the full
MAP):
SMART GOAL 1: To complete the building works and be using the church
by Easter 2022
SMART GOAL 2: To renovate vestry to include use for children’s activities
SMART GOAL 3: To raise sufficient funds to complete the building work
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To develop our work of ministry and mission to the community of Royston
despite not being able to use the church building as a base for worship,
and at a time of restrictions due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The goodwill and support of the community during these difficult times since the
church fire in 2018 has been impressive and continuing to engage with
and involve the town is vital. Our goals are summarised as:
SMART GOAL 1: Continue to provide church services and activities both
on-line and (when the Covid situation permits) in locations around town
SMART GOAL 2: To publicise events in a timely fashion
SMART GOAL 3: Continue our mission to Children.
To prepare and pray for the re-opening of the church building by Easter 2022
The re-opening of the church, planned to take place by Easter 2022, is not
only yearned for by the congregation but also by the townsfolk who view
the church building as the heart of the town. Even people who never set
foot in church in normal times will want to visit to see how it has been
restored, so the re-opening presents a great opportunity for outreach.
Our goal themes are:
SMART GOAL 1: Pray for guidance
SMART GOAL 2: Plan to celebrate
SMART GOAL 3: Plan for outreach activities
Work towards achieving net zero Carbon by 2030 The PCC have voted to
support the Church of England’s commitment to achieve net zero carbon
by 2030. To help us achieve this we set up an Eco Church committee
which held its first meeting in December 2020, and are now defining the
scope of our activities and to come up with a plan to achieve this goal. Its
“headline” goals are:
SMART GOAL 1: To review Phase 3 plans [for refurbishment of Royston
Parish Church following the fire of 2018] to ensure that the potential for
aligning with Eco Church principles is maintained (noting that the Eco
Church committee was only formed after the initial plans were drawn up).
SMART GOAL 2: To complete baseline surveys/measure our baseline carbon footprint.
SMART GOAL 3: To promote biodiversity
This is just an abbreviated snapshot of the MAP approved by the PCC in May – the
MAP is continually evolving. Later on this year, we will start to make plans for the
re-opening of our church, thinking about all the opportunities that will bring us, so
our MAP will require a significant update to reflect that – watch this space!
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All welcome!
14

HARVEST FESTIVAL - INTERSTING FACTS
Harvest time is the key point in any arable farmer’s calendar. The point when all
the hard work that’s gone into planting and tending to crops comes to fruition
and there are no guarantees whether the yield will be good or bad. One of the
more frustrating elements of harvest time is the lack of control farmers have
over the whole process. The are very much at the mercy of the elements when it
comes to the right time to bring in our crops.
A few thoughts—with a look into the facts, figures and traditions associated
with this pivotal point in the farming calendar…

1. The word harvest comes from the Old English haerfest, meaning Autumn.
2. Depending on conditions, harvest time can take place as early as July, all
the way through to September (and occasionally October ).
3. The combine harvester was invented in the US by Hiram Moore in 1834.
Earlier versions were pulled by teams of horses, donkeys or mules. Moore invented a full-scale version by 1839.
4. The name of the combine harvester was derived from it combining three
separate operations involved in harvesting – reaping, threshing and winnowing,
into a single process.
5. Corn dollies are one of the customs of early harvest time. In pagan times,
people believed that the spirit of the corn lived in the crop so when the crop
was harvested, the spirit was left homeless. So, the last sheaf of the harvest was
made into a “corn dolly”, which spent the winter in the farmer’s home and was
believed to bring luck for the next harvest.
6. Demeter is the Greek goddess of harvest and agriculture. Her Roman equivalent is Ceres (perhaps where the word “cereal” comes from?).
7. In 2015, 16.4 million tonnes of wheat was produced in the UK and 6.7 million
tonnes of barley.
8. In the UK, Harvest Festival is traditionally held on the Sunday nearest the
harvest moon, the full moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox (on the
22nd or 23rd September).
9. We may think of harvest time as being all about
bringing in the grain crop but there are many different
harvest celebrations around the world, giving thanks
for foods ranging from rice, fish, fruit and olives.
10. Lowance time (probably derived from the word
”allowance”) occurred mid-morning and midafternoon when the foreman’s wife would bring
refreshments for the workers.
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SAINT OF THE MONTH ST. MARGARET 16 NOV
Margaret was a strong, pious and
charitable woman, who did much to reform
and revive the church in Scotland.
When the Danes ruled England the AngloSaxon royal family lived in exile in Hungary,
and it was there that Margaret was born in
1045, granddaughter of Edmund Ironside.
The family came back to England in 1057
to the court of Edward the Confessor, but
after the Norman Conquest in 1066, they
fled again, to the protection of King Malcom
III in Scotland.
Malcolm was impressed by the intelligent beautiful and pious young
woman, and they were married in 1070. It was a happy and fruitful
union, producing eight children, including future Scottish kings
Alexander and David. Through Margaret and her daughter Matilda
(who married Henry I) the British royal family of today can trace their
descent from the pre-Norman kings of England.
Queen Margaret’s biographer, the bishop of St. Andrew’s, stressed
both her public and private achievements. The reputation of the
Scottish court in Europe was improved, as she insisted on
Anglo-Norman standards of civilisation in culture, and encouraged
the illiterate Malcolm to appreciate art and learning. Her influence
over the king, who was originally rough in character, was
considerable, for, as her biographer wrote, “he saw that Christ truly
dwelt in her heart”. Although he could not read, he liked to see the
books she used for prayer, and would have them embellished in gold
or silver bindings (one survives in the Bodleian Library, Oxford).
Margaret did much to reform the Scottish church, then at a low ebb,
founding monasteries, churches, schools and pilgrim hostels. In
1072 she established Dunfermline Abbey, which became the
Scottish equivalent of Westminster Abbey, the burial place of
Scottish monarchs. She also revived the famous monastery on Iona
founded by St. Columba (see Across Royston June 2020) and
propagated the practice of Easter Communion, the observance of
Lent and abstinence from work on the Sabbath. In private life she
16

was committed to prayer, devotional reading, generous charitable giving and ecclesiastical needlework.
Malcolm and their son Edward were killed in the Battle of Alnwick
against the English, and four days later, reportedly from grief, but also
worn out by a life of austerity and child-bearing, Margaret died on
November 16th. 1093 at Edinburgh Castle. She was buried alongside
her husband at Dunfermline Abbey. In 1560, Mary Queen of Scots
had Margaret's head removed to Edinburgh Castle as a relic to assist
her in childbirth. In 1597, Margaret's head ended up with the Jesuits
at the Scots College, Douai, France, but was lost during the French
Revolution. King Philip of Spain had the other remains of Margaret
and Malcolm III transferred to the Escorial Palace in Madrid, Spain,
but their present location is unknown.
In recognition of her personal piety, charitable work and church
reform, and associated miracles, she was canonised in 1250. In art
she is usually shown in royal regalia, often holding a holy book.

RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE
If you have any concerns please contact me
Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone : 01462 486074
or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com
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SAINT OF THE MONTH ST. FAITH OCTOBER 6TH
Travelling into Cambridge down Trumpington
Road, and passing St. Faith’s School, have you
ever wondered : who was St. Faith ? Was there
such a person ? A he ? A she ?
She was a virgin martyr of Agen in Aquitaine who
was put to death probably in the late third century.
She is sometimes confused with another earlier
Roman martyr of the same name : Faith Hope and
Charity were the daughters of Sophia, all killed in
the second century during the persecution of
Christians under Emperor Hadrian.
Despite the lack of hard historical facts about her
life, the veneration of St. Faith was widespread in
the Middle Ages, particularly in England and in
France, where she is known as Foi or Foy.
The martyrology of St. Jerome records the life of
Faith, that she was a girl or young woman who
refused to sacrifice to pagan gods, even under
torture, eventually suffering over a red-hot grill then
being beheaded. There is a French verse narrative
of her life, translated from Latin by Simon of
Walsingham, a monk at Bury St. Edmunds.
In the late ninth century her remains were
moved from Agen and placed at the Abbey Church of Sainte-Foy in
Conques in southern France (which is now a UNESCO World
Heritage Site), on the famous “Camino” pilgrimage route to
Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain. Conques became the
centre of her growing cult which spread along the pilgrim routes of
Europe as she became popular not just in France and Spain
(known as Santa Fe) but also in England and Italy. Later her cult
would spread to South America. In England a priory shrine was set
up at Horsham St. Faith near Norwich, at which a medieval mural
of St. Faith has survived, hidden behind a refectory wall and
discovered in 1969 ; chapels were dedicated to her in Westminster
Abbey and St.Paul’s Cathedral and 23 ancient English churches
were also consecrated in her name.
In art she is often depicted with a martyr’s palm, and symbols of
her torture, including a grill, a sword and a bundle of rods. Her
protection is invoked by soldiers, prisoners and pilgrims.
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FOCUS ON MISSION THE BRAVE TRUST
The BRAVE Trust is an
independent ecumenical
Christian charity established
in 2007 to employ schools
workers within the middle and
upper schools in the towns of
Buntingford and Royston in
North East Hertfordshire.
BRAVE stands for
Buntingford, Royston and Villages Ecumenical Trust.
The schools workers’ challenges are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

To support and encourage Christian teachers and pupils.
To develop strong links with Headteachers and Heads of RE
departments.
To help set up, or strengthen existing Christian groups in
schools.
To take assemblies and occasional RE / PSCHE lessons.
To initiate, or support prayer groups for every school.
To enable links between schools and local Christian churches.

During the lockdown restrictions of the pandemic the BRAVE Trust
worker was able to deliver Collective Worship sessions online to a
local middle school, and has now been able to return to the school in
person to take assemblies and run a lunchtime club.
The Trust relies on occasional grants, and donations from local
churches such as St.John the Baptist, as well as generous gifts from
individual supporters. Ironically, the pandemic helped by reducing the
financial outgoings, so the Trust has enough funding to carry on for
the year ahead.
We pray that the work continues to prosper and expand. The
management committee would also value our prayers for God’s guidance as to the direction in which He wants the work of the BRAVE
Trust to develop in the coming years.
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TRAVEL VIEWS

Bert Richardson

Alfred Kingston, a local author and his views of travel in the 18th century.
I have just been glancing again through his book “Fragments of Two Centuries” first
published in 1893. This historic word picture painting concerns Royston and
district. For his information he relies on local documents he had access to at the
time. I am not sure of the book's literary merits though it is a fascination snapshot
of the parochial scene at this period (parts of 18th and 19th centuries). He has a
very interesting chapter on transportation.
Coming up to the festive season with its many Christmas cards of stage coaches his
observations of road conveyance in those distant periods is very apt. He clearly
transports us back to the difficulties of travel in the 18th century due to the state
of the roads. He pictured strings of pack horses with large panniers on their backs
stopping in Royston for a night's rest from their journey on the Great North
Road carrying goods to London. Added to this are pictures of covered wagons with
their great wide wheels drawn by eight to ten horses. One can therefore imagine
the state of the roads which were mainly like unpaved farm tracks but rutted by
these great wide wheels and the hooves of hundreds of pack horses into deep and
mud filled ruts. No wonder wars only took place in summer months and travel
almost ceased for the winter months as the roads would be near impossible
at this time!
The establishment of toll roads at the end off the 18th century saw
some improvement to the road network. He describes the coming of the stage
coaches and the establishment of coaches from Royston to London starting at
4.00am and getting to London in six hours including stops to change horses. That
averages about six miles per hour. Very good going when you realise a fit person
can walk at 2.5 miles an hour. The fare he quotes is 12 shillings for a seat inside,
half price outside and for children on your knee. In my calculation that is about the
total wages for 20 weeks of a working man in the 1790’s but that is only a rough
guess. The comfort of those first coaches in in much doubt as they had very little
protection from the uneven roads until the introduction of steel springs in the late
1790’s. Imaging six hours cooped up in such a contraption!
Tales of highwaymen such as Dick Turpin and our own famous highwayman Mr
Gatward are too well known to relate here. Mr Gatward was finally caught, tried,
found guilty and hung in chains on the Great North Road. We do not know
exactly where Mr Gatward was hanged. It is possible that it was a stretch of
the present A1198 or A10 south of Royston. We do not even know where he
20

is buried but if local tradition is true his body was recovered by
his mother who buried him in the cellar of her house in the High
Street!
The ideal picture of a stage coach ready for snow and a Christmas
card

L A W Word puzzle
How many words of 4 letters or more can you make
these letters all including the central letter. No
D P N from
proper names, plurals, adverbs, conjugated verbs
A M S (past tense etc) comparatives or superlatives.
HARVEST FESTIVAL
3rd October
We are unable to take food donations this
year, but please do make cash or cheque
contributions to Royston Food Bank or the
Bishop's Harvest Appeal: Water is Life. Working with Tearfund,
we hope to bring fresh water to the people of the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Please make cheques payable to ROYSTON
PCC and we will forward your donation for you. Please indicate
which charity you wish to support and if you are able to Gift Aid
your donation.
Many thanks, Heidi
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GARDENING TIPS—NOVEMBER
•

Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging

•

Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year

•

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock

•

Plant out winter bedding

•

Clear up fallen leaves from lawns, ponds and beds and compost

•

Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a problem

•

Insulate outdoor containers from frost - bubble wrap works well

•

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands

•

Use a seasonal bonfire - where this is allowed - to dispose of excess debris
unfit for composting but check for overwintering hedgehogs

•

Clean out the greenhouse wash pots and trays to prevent overwintering
pests, hose down well

•

Mend, clean, oil and sharpen your tools ready for spring

•

Drain and lag standpipes, outdoor taps to protect from frosts

•

Carry on with the winter digging, adding organic matter

•

Plant bare-rooted trees, shrubs, hedging and soft fruit

•

Make sure clean water is available for the birds

•

Buy good quality bird food and fat or suet balls

•

Prune tall shrubs such as Lavatera and Buddleia, and roses by half

•

Trim conifers again if necessary, do not cut into the old wood.

•

Now is the ideal time to plant roses

•

Keep off the lawn when it is sodden or frozen

•

It’s not too late to scarify and spike the lawn

•

Apply autumn feed and moss killer if you didn’t do it last month.

•

New turf can be laid, weather permitting

•

Book your mower in for servicing so it is ready for the spring

•

Pot up amaryllis bulbs for Christmas, water and keep warm

•

Finish planting spring bulbs such as narcissi and crocuses

•

Move tender plants into the greenhouse

•

Brighten your borders, hanging baskets and containers with winter bedding
such as pansies, violas, primroses and cyclamen
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CROSSWORD by DUNCAN RODGERS

ACROSS

DOWN

1.
5.
8.
9.
10.
12.
13.
14.
17.
20.
21.
22.

1.
2.
3.

Former Prime Minister (8)
Soft substance (4)
Cricket extra (3)
Former Prime Minister (4)
Former British colony (4)
Heritage body (8,5)
Progress (6)
French President
(6)
Prime Ministerial address (7,6)
Former Prime Minister (4)
Kitchen cabinet (4)
Former U.S. President nickname
(3)
23. Fifty percent (4)
24. Communists (8)

4.
6.
7.
11.
13.
15.
16.
18.
19.

Local saint (5)
Voter (7)
Concerning government
representatives abroad (10)
Byes, wides (6)
Farewell (5)
Former U.S. President (7)
Sneaky government levy (7,3)
Detailed (2,5)
Checks publication again (2-5)
Former British protectorate (6)
Bicycle component (5)
Levels (5)

Answers page 24
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ANSWERS
CROSSWORD
Across
1. Aberdeen 5. Talc 8. Bye 9. Pitt 10. Fiji 12. National Trust 13. Inroad
14. Macron
17. Downing Street 20. Peel 21. Unit 22. Ike 23. Half 24. Marxists
Down
1.
Alban 2. Elector 3. Diplomatic 4. Extras 6. Adieu 7. Clinton
11. Stealth Tax 13. In depth 15. Re-edits 16. Uganda 18. Wheel
19. Tiers
WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS
Alap, damp, lamo, napa, napalm, paan, padsaw, palm, panda, pandal, pawl,
pawn, plan, plasm, plasma, psalm, salp, samp, sampan, slap, snap, spam, spawn,
swamp, swampland, swap, wasp.

PARISH REGISTERS
Baptisms
Freddie Murphey, Robyn Ball
We welcome them into the family of Christ’s church
Recently departed
Gwen Cowper,
May God Grant Them Eternal Rest
Weddings
Charlie Shipmen to Gemma Willis
United in love as Christ is united with His Church

24

Contact Information
CLERGY
Vicar:
Rev’d Heidi Huntley

Assistant Priest:
Rev’d John Fidler

243145
The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD
hahlive@gmail.com
(off duty on Friday)*
241886
8 Stamford Avenue, Royston
(off duty on Saturday)*

LICENSED READERS
Reg Bailey

250637
regbailey@aol.com

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days

CHURCH WARDENS

CHURCH OFFICE

Linda Dwight
Clare Davies

Joanne Wallis
07935 774633
roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com

BELLRINGERS
Alan Curtis

248787

222408

GIFT AID SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman

245273

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Louise Atkins
louiseatkins234@gmail.com

HOUSE GROUPS

CHURCH FLOWERS
Rosemary Dowling

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Revd. Heidi Huntley

243145

246911

245273

247270

CHURCH TREASURER
Phil Burchell

848937

MAGAZINE TEAM
Joanne Wallis

CRÉCHE
Mary Primett

243711

PCC SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman
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Sunday Services for 2021
Icknield First School Hall unless otherwise stated
4th October

11th

18th

25th

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

BOOKING IS REQUIRED
For non-computer users please ring Joanne (07935 774633)
between the Monday and Wednesday before the Sunday in question.
For email users, please contact Joanne
(roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com) between Thursday and Saturday.
Unfortunately we cannot take bookings for more
than one week at a time.
All welcome!

Weekday services (SEE
Eucharists:

WEBSITE ANDWEEKLY SERVICE SHEET)
11.15 am Wednesdays (followed by refreshments) In Methodist Church
9.30am Saturdays (followed by refreshments) IN TOWN HALL
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Sunday Services for 2021
Icknield First School Hall unless otherwise stated
7th November

14th

21st

28th

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
9 am

Said Eucharist

10.30 am

Service at the War Memorial

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

9 am

Said Eucharist

10.15 am

Eucharist with Choir

BOOKING IS REQUIRED
For non-computer users please ring Joanne (07935 774633)
between the Monday and Wednesday before the Sunday in question.
For email users, please contact Joanne
(roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com) between Thursday and Saturday.
Unfortunately we cannot take bookings for more
than one week at a time.
All welcome!

Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments
The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick
and housebound when they receive a request—please contact the Vicar on 243145
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
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PASSENGER

KATE GREEN 2021

My car is full of prayers.
Poked in to the glove compartment,
Underneath the seats on scraps of
Discarded wrapper, or scribbled on to
Old receipts or over-laid on to
Old envelopes, and then thrown
In to the back - (if sounds of words
Didn’t quite live up to hollow space
And grubby upholstery within.)
If I stitched the scraps in to a quilt
Of prayerful paper,
As an offering of sorts,
I could wrap the car twice over
And cocoon myself.
I’ve got prayers poked in to every gap,
My insulation from
Decaying now.
I am waiting in the car today,
Composing in the Doctor’s car park
And watching Sparrows build their nests.
All too aware of paper levels rising
Round my feet.
And then He comes and seats himself
Right next to me,
He rummages around my feet and hands me back
A clutch of prayers And smiles so lovingly and with such eternal warmth
That I am all overcome with grief and joy, at once.
He says “ I’ve answered all your prayers.”
I watch Him as he starts to stitch and
Carefully overlap each paper prayer
And I see links appear
Between unrelated dreams.
“I love you with an unrelenting love” He says,
“Your scraps and pain and complicated charm
Just make me love you more.”
“Keep writing as you wait” he says, “I hear it all” And then my passenger is gone
(But only to the naked eye)
And my paper quilt of prayers, sits folded, on His seat
And I have empty floor and space to fill
With urgent words
Like Sparrows’ twigs, combining in to
A nest of dreams.
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Heath Watch with Holly (the little dog)
Welcome to the sixteenth in a series of dog walking
diaries, documenting the flora and fauna on the
beautiful heath as the seasons change.
July and August 2021
It was July, summer had arrived, the clover flourished, the song thrushes were in
fine voice, and there seemed to be an infinite number of shades of green all over
the heath. The slightly bitter scent of privet and cow parsley hung in the air
butterflies were blowing in the breeze, the field scabious was out and children
were flying kites. It was summer in England.
Almost the first thing I saw this month was a large wooly
bear, which is not as it first sounds a fierce animal but the
common name of the
caterpillar of the garden tiger
moth, these big hairy
caterpillars which can grow up
to three inches long are fascinating and look like
something from another world, another interesting
insect seen frequently this
time was “bombylius” or the
bee fly, it is actually a type of fly but it looks like a bee
and collects nectar while flying, and to me looks like a
miniature humming bird.
The grass grew tall this year and pollen dangled from the
tiny grass flowers; Holly often ran in the grass and came
out with yellow marks (it’s not easy to get pollen off a dog)! The heath is home to a
large number of butterflies and from time to time I meet butterfly experts
(lepidopterists). I once asked how they manage to count the numbers of different
species when they fly about so much, I was given the answer “we count their legs
and divide by six”, I haven’t asked again!
Butterfly species that have caught my eye this year have been the gatekeeper, the
marble white and the ringlet; and of course I must mention the chalk hill blue
which people travel to see. From time to time people ask me where to look for
them and I point them in the right direction.
One early morning I saw and heard some geese flying overhead in their familiar
triangular formation, I wondered where they had been and where they were going.
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I saw an unfamiliar, toadstool like, frilly white fungus which I haven’t been able to
identify, it was growing near the first golf fairway - ideas welcome.
Speaking of golf, the golf club appear to have relinquished a small practice area and
no longer keep it mown. I was really surprised at how quickly it returned to wild
land it is already covered with wildflowers and insects.
Towards the end of the July Holly started limping, the vet diagnosed arthritis and
she now has medication which stops the pain. During that time we walked different
routes to make the walks easier for her and I was reminded that nature is
everywhere there were some discarded goal posts near the heath car park which
had some beautiful cranesbill growing amongst them, two robins were fighting to
establish territory just off Melbourn Road and a large tribe of sparrows were finding
food near the Roysia surgery. One sunny afternoon on the edges of the heath we
stood and watched grasshoppers, I haven’t noticed these strange insects much
before, I was surprised how far they can jump, according to the internet, they can
actually jump up to 30 inches.
Autumn seemed to start early this year, right from the
start of August I noticed the grass taking on its golden
colour, the wind in the leaves sounding different somedays
it was so damp it was like walking in a cloud, moisture
collecting on ivy leaves and the bright orange cuckoo pint
berries growing in the woods.
The power had started to go out of the sun, autumn is
coming and I look forward to seeing its colours once again.
I guess that by the time you read this it will be the feast of
St Michael or Michaelmas, a landmark not only in the
liturgical calendar, but in the social fabric of England, one
of the quarter days.

The cuckoos will be in Africa by then and a new season underway.

More next time…………………………….

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CUSTOM AT THE ROYSTON SHOP
DELIVER

WE ALSO
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Royal British Legion
Club
Hall for hire
Fully stocked
bar available
Mill Rd, Royston
Tel- 01763 244560
Email-

roystonrblclub@xlninternet.co.uk
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