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PRAYER FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY 

 

Loving God, we thank you for 
your many blessings since 
our church fire. We ask that 
as the months progress we 
will stay united as your body. 
Protect us from distraction as 
we seek to  re-build your 
beautiful House of Prayer, 
and grant us courage to     
witness to your generous 
love to all whom we meet. 
Amen.    

Memorial book 

Newlings of Royston have 

very kindly given a home to 

our Memorial Book. 

Please feel welcome to visit 

Newlings (Fish Hill) to view 

the book and pay your         

respects to a loved one. 

Produced by the Editorial Team:    roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk    Printed by  The PrintWorks, Bassingbourn, Cambs 
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. 

ECO CHURCH 

Royston Parish Church Eco Group 

The Problem of Pollution 

For this edition of the magazine I have been reading up on the  
topic of  pollution and it really is quite a frightening thing to study. Science has  
identified seven types of pollution, namely, air, water, land, radioactivity, thermal, 
light and sound. All types of pollution are potentially harmful to human health and 
the environment. The different types of pollution are  interwoven and overlap, for 
example if you pollute the land the pollution will end up in the water supply, there 
is an interesting such story line on “The Archers” they are hard to separate but here 
is what I’ve learnt so far.  

Air pollution is caused by exhausts from cars, other vehicles, aeroplanes, factories, 
fires and sometimes naturally by volcanos. Poor air quality affects plants, animals 
and even buildings as well as mankind, 9 out of 10 people breath air that is polluted 
in excess of the WHO guidelines and causes around 7 million deaths each year.  

Water pollution is largely caused by industrial and agricultural waste, as well as oil 
leaks, toxin containing sewerage, and marine dumping. It can make water unsafe 
for human beings  and can disrupt entire ecosystems.  
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Land pollution is caused by a build up of non-biodegradable waste which in turn can 
cause landslides and mudslides it can make a breeding ground for rodents and flies 
which can lead to an imbalance in  biodiversity; once soil is damaged it takes       
generations to recover. Not long ago I met someone who was buying a new house 
within fifteen miles of here on a new modern estate and when I commented how 
nice the houses looked was told that they were unable to eat anything from their 
garden as a result of the chemical works that occupied the space before the houses, 
what a thought! 

Radioactive pollution occurs when radiation is released into the environment either 
by accident or as a result of nuclear arms, again the area is contaminated for years 
and years.  

Thermal pollution is when the temperature of the environment is changed by, say, 
an industrial process, it particularly affects water and once the water is the wrong 
temperature the ecosystem is damaged.  

Light pollution occurs when we use too much light for too long, this causes health 
problems for us and a variety of issues for the environment too, it is hard to believe 
that the electric light bulb wasn’t invented until 1879, it is only 142 years old!  

Sound pollution is an excess of noise around us, traffic, trains and all kinds of        
industry, this leads to stress which in turn leads to health issues. 

So what can we do about this pollution as individuals, or as a church? Perhaps we 
could walk or cycle instead of using our cars and drive less, we could avoid the  use 
of aeroplanes, use less fossil fuel, use less electricity, try to buy less, make things 
last, and buy items in biodegradable containers. I’m sure we could all think of   
something that we could do to help. Look at our finances, if we consider a company 
to be polluting the environment, let’s make sure that our pension funds are not  
investing in the very same company and let’s avoid supporting that company by 
purchasing their brands. 

However, reading up on this topic has shown me that we can do very little on our 
own, the problem has become too big. Probably the best thing we can do now is to 
ensure that we take the matter seriously and give our support to governments,  
political parties and organisations that are working hard to combat the problem. 
One piece of legislation, a move towards wind farms to produce electricity, or      
creating a financial incentive to change to an electric car perhaps will go a long way 
to changing our environment.  

Finally, remember that this is a worldwide problem not a local issue and like the 
much repeated saying with the pandemic “we are not protected until everyone’s 
protected”. Pollution hasn’t ended until it has gone from everywhere, we cannot 
ship our problems out to sea or to a foreign land, not only would it be  unjust but 
the problems will find their way back again, we have one world, we share a common 
humanity and must solve this problem together.                                     Anthony Pigg 
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A SHORT BREAK TO SWALEDALE    by Clare Davies 

 
This Spring, just as lockdown measures started to ease, we had the opportunity to 
go on a self-catering break to the Yorkshire Dales.  This was my first ever visit to this 
beautiful part of Britain, and after months of confinement in Royston, it seemed 
very adventurous to head off up the A1. 
 
The house we stayed in, Strandsview, is located in Swaledale,  half-way between 
the small villages of Gunnerside and Low Row.   When we sat out on the sunny 
south-facing terrace, we could hear the River Swale burbling along the valley 
bottom, and listen to birdsong, including many species we do not have in Royston.  
Lockdown seems to have awakened our interest in birds and, with a bit of help from 
the internet, we think we identified curlews, oystercatchers and plovers.            
 
The Gunnerside valley is a heritage site due to the characteristic dry-stone walls and 
multitude of limestone barns (cow houses, or, as the locals call them, “cow ‘us”) in 
the wildflower meadows of the valley floor.  The valley has steep sides, formed by 
glaciation, and it was fascinating to watch all the activity on the farms on the      
opposite side as the young lambs frolicked excitedly, and from time to time the 
farmers raced around on quad bikes with their sheep dogs, moving their flocks 
around.  
 
We enjoyed a number of walks.  On the Sunday, we wrapped up warm to enjoy a 
hearty lunch sitting outside the Kings Head pub in Gunnerside, (at the time of our 
visit, Covid regulations meant that you could only enjoy hospitality outdoors)     
followed by a walk in the hills along the Corpse Way to Low Row.  Apparently this 
path is so-named because in the olden days,    
people used this route to carry the coffins of    
people who had died in the outlying remote        
villages (which did not have their own burial 
grounds) to the nearest mother church in order to 
have a Christian burial. 
 
The next day, we set off up the valley called “Gunnerside Ghyll”  to see the remains 
of two lead mines, which operated until 1891.  Today you can see the remains of 
several buildings (“Mine Shops”) and a curious large metal tank: the “Sir Francis 
Level air receiver”.  This piece of equipment dated from 1864 and at the time was 
cutting edge technology: a waterwheel was used to power a compressor and air 
receiver to speed up the process of hand-boring shot holes for powder blasting to 
drive the “Sir Francis Level” into the side of Gunnerside Ghyll.  The exhaust air from 
the drills had the further benefit of ventilating the mine, which allowed the men to 
work without the need for airshafts.  It is hard to imagine just how tough the lives 
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of the miners would have been, as not only would their working day have been 
physically exhausting, it was also about an hour’s walk from the village to reach the 
mine – not much fun in the extremes of weather that they would have experienced, 
and without the benefit of modern weatherproof clothing. 

 
The following day we explored the 
picturesque village of Reeth, built 
around a large green, before       
heading into the beautiful town of            
Richmond.  This is  dominated by its 
Norman castle keep, high above the 

rushing river Swale with impressive waterfalls (see the photo below – to get an idea 
of the scale, see the man on the bank on the right hand side).  The town itself is full 
of beautiful Georgian buildings around a market place and good food shops: we 
stocked up with an excellent picnic from an artesan bakery in the old station house 
which is now a vibrant Arts Centre. 
 
On our last full day in the Dales we did a waterfalls walk around Keld, high up in the 
valley - quite close to Ravenseat farm, the home of the remarkable Owens family 
whose lives are followed on the enjoyable Channel 5 TV series called “Our Yorkshire 
Farm”.  We were very impressed by the various different waterfalls: it is fascinating 
how the river can meander so quietly in some spots and then just a few metres 
away descend with tremendous force.   
 
All too soon, our time in the Dales came to an end.  However, we made the most of 
our journey home.  First of all, we set off on the “Buttertubs pass” road from 
Thwaite to Hawes, a road which has been described by Jeremy Clarkson as 
“England’s only truly spectacular road”.  As it climbs to 1700 feet in altitude (with 
vertiginous drops at the roadside) with stunning views for miles across the high 
tops, the description is apt.  At the top, you can stop to see the “buttertubs”, a   
fascinating effect in which the weathering of limestone creates crevices extending 
deep into the earth.  Legend has it that farmers returning from market left their 
butter to cool in these natural fridges, rather than cart it down to the valley and 
back again the next day.    
 
We then spent a bit of time exploring Hawes in Wensleydale (with its famous 
creamery) and admired yet another waterfall (Aysgarth Falls) a few miles down the 
road, before breaking our journey for a garden visit to Harlow Carr RHS garden in 
Harrogate and lunch at Bettys tea room.   
 
We are very fortunate that our island has such a diverse landscape and that even 
when travel abroad is off-limits, we can visit places that are so different from our 
local scenery to have a great holiday! 



 8 

 

Tel: 01763 662109 

Contact: Huw Jenkins       

chair@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk  

07855 311192 

Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church. 

Articles printed in this publication may not represent 

the views of the church or of all the members. Final 

date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to 

publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters, 

sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclu-

sion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If 

you submit a piece from another publication please 

make sure you get written permission to use it. The 

editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as 

they see fit. Entries included on a first-come,  first-

served basis – we have limited space each issue, so 

get your entries in quickly! 

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year…….. 

Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com 

Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on  07717 800330 

Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for 

you to receive the magazine 

Carolyn Rutherford 
Dog Groomer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
t: 07759 090045 
e: carolyn@teds-place.co.uk 
f:       doggroomingattedsplace 
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WHEELERS  

ANTIQUES 

 

Why not pay a visit 

to our Website?      

Lots of valuable                

information and 

links. 

Www.roystonparish 

church.org.uk 
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 Kingdom Globe  

The wind is whistling in the flue                                                                                       

And all the trees are jostling -                                                                                           

Like seaside Broom, in dunes;                                                                                          

Pollarded, spindly growth                                                                                           

Pointing upward,                                                                                                      

Like anchored seaweed                                                                                         

But dancing in the air, on land.  

A kite is caught between the trees                                                                               

Which through my window                                                                                              

Reminds me of a fish                                                                                             

That’s stuck in weed.                                                                                                

The clouds are scudding,                                                                                                      

All the birds are hanging on,                                                                                                  

A plant is tapping on the glass,                                                                                   

The whistling and the tapping                                                                            

Give my earthly dive a rhythm                                                                               

As I fly out, amid the wind -                                                                                  

Observing Rookery and earth weed,                                                                

Wondering if I fly high enough                                                                            

That I might reach the sea                                                                                   

And dive between the windless waves,                                                               

To see the Coral trees                                                                                           

And any bobbing kites that might be there.  

Does every shore lead on to other shore?                                                          

Are Coral roots                                                                                                               

The spindly, pollarded trees                                                                           

Around me in the wind?                                                                                                

And am I really upside down                                                                                    

And free to fly                                                                                                              

From shore to shore—                                                                                        



 11 

 

Within this liminal and windy globe                                                                      

Of holy oxygen                                                                                                                   

Mixed with cold, that kills?  

I dive downwards                                                                                                     

And I see the line                                                                                                             

Where trunk of tree                                                                                                     

Meets Coral stalk                                                                                                               

And as I cross                                                                                                           

The silence clobbers me                                                                                       

Like holy G-Force                                                                                                                 

And there is no wind.                                                                                                                

I swim through liquid Spirit                                                                                                

And curiously touch the point                                                                                       

Where two worlds meet.                                                                                                         

I realise I am upside down                                                                                                  

But feel equally at home                                                                                              

In Kingdom Come                                                                                                     

As I do on windy earth;                                                                                                       

And that this globe is deeper                                                                                            

Than I thought,                                                                                                                     

That I am free                                                                                                                       

To come and go                                                                                                            

And listen to the windy voice                                                                                           

That is coming through the trees                                                                                       

On this very January day                                                                                                    

And as it comes whistling                                                                                                    

And dancing                                                                                                              

Through the flue.                                                                                           

Kate Green. January 2021  
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MY PRAYER LIFE   Judy Rodgers 

I have been asked to write about “my    

prayer life”, and whilst I would not dream of 

holding myself up as an example to others I 

am happy to reflect on when and what I 

pray, and to share some thoughts with you. 

The first thing to say is that some prayers are regular, at set times, 

covering specific themes, perhaps prompted by Bible readings, prayer  

requests and prayer diaries. On the other hand, prayer is listening and 

talking to God, any time, all the time, spontaneous, unexpected,           

surprising, a deep awareness of God’s presence throughout my daily life. 

I think it is useful to have a structure and my day always begins with 

prayer time. The first thing I do each morning is to read a Bible       

passage ; I use the Bible Reading Fellowship’s Day by Day with God, 

reading the notes and then allowing that to lead me into ideas for prayer. 

(There are many versions of daily Bible readings with notes and set   

prayers that you can choose from.) 

Next I look at the parish monthly prayer diary and think about the   

people and issues mentioned for that day. One of the charities I support 

is Open Doors which is devoted to Christians around the world who are 

being persecuted for their faith ; they produce daily prayers which I 

then follow and use. Next I pray for Tom and Verity Clare the C.M.S.  

missionary couple we support as a church, and also for family friends of 

ours who are working for the Baptist Mission Society in Chad. 

You might think that this is beginning to sound like the agenda for a 

meeting, but I believe that it is important to persist in prayer, over and 

over again, that God does hear you.  

I also know that it is really helpful to follow notes and suggestions that 

come from other people, because through them we learn about personal 

and community and world needs. 

Finally each morning I pray for the more personal feelings and people and 

issues that are on my heart. Now it’s time to get on with the day, trying 

to remember the presence of God ! 
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There are other times when we have the opportunity to pray with  

others. Our weekly house group meetings always end in our sharing    

personal concerns and prayer needs, we pray about them then and also 

take them away to pray for each other during the coming week. This 

can be very personal and confidential, but we find it really comforting to 

know that other Christians are praying for us. 

Of course church services, live or virtual, give us the opportunity to 

share in liturgical as well as spontaneous prayer. Whilst we have been 

shielding during lockdown we have “attended”  

lots of services, from various churches and cathedrals through Zoom of 

You Tube, and that has kept prayer life fresh. That reminds me, we  

always record TV’s Songs of Praise and watch it at our convenience, it is 

so uplifting and we can sing and pray along in our own home ! 

I have a number of friends whom I might call “prayer partners”. These 

are people I know and trust whom I can pray for and who can pray for 

me. When a issue or worry arises, we can meet or call to pray with and 

for each other - it is so helpful to share the burden and to know that 

others are with you in the conversation with God. 

During the week I do try to listen and talk to God, to say thank you, 

but of course the busy-ness of life usually gets in the way. Sometimes 

it’s God who intervenes, prompting me to do something,  to write to or 

call someone I hadn’t been thinking of. 

My day ends with a final prayer time when I get into bed. I have an 

app on my ‘phone called LECTIO 365 which provides short meditations 

for each morning and night. That’s a lovely calm and peaceful time just 

before sleep. 

Finally I will just mention 2 books which I have found helpful in          

developing my prayer life : 

The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson 

Travelling Light by Max Lucado 
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Gardening tips for August 

• Prune Wisteria 

• Deadhead flowering plants regularly 

• Watering! - particularly containers, and new plants, preferably 

with grey recycled water or stored rainwater. 

• Collect seed from favourite plants 

• Continue cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries 

• Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners 

• Keep ponds and water features topped up 

• Lawns on thin soils may benefit from a high phosphate feed; 

this will help toughen roots for the winter period.. 

• During dry periods cut the lawn a little longer  

• Plant Hyacinths, ‘Paperwhite’ daffodils for Christmas 

• Pick over and cut back alpines. 

• Keep Camellia and Rhododendron well watered to ensure 

good flower bud development.. 

• Take cuttings of Pelargonium and Osteospermum as soon as         

possible 

• Prune climbing and rambling roses, which do not repeat flower 

or produce hips (once flowering has finished). 

• Ventilate your greenhouse on sunny days and damp the         

flooring down to increase the humidity 
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Word puzzle 
 
How many words of 4 letters or more can 
you make from these letters all including 
the central letter. No proper names, plurals, 
adverbs, conjugated verbs (past tense etc) 
comparatives or superlatives. 
Target  59   words answers on page 24 

F E E 

R E D 

N R A 

• You can still sow quick maturing crops like Rocket, Lettuce and    

Radish, turnips and fennel. 

• Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners. 

• Pinching out the top of broad beans once the lowest flowers 

have set will help prevent aphid attack. 

• Plant marigolds around veg patch to attract hoverflies. 

• Annual meadows do not need mowing. 

• Allow seed heads to develop on some plants for a source of 

food. 
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FOCUS ON MISSION    GLOBAL CARE 

 

The mission of Global Care is to tackle poverty 
one child, one family, one community at a time. 

For nearly 40 years, they have pioneered               
initiatives supporting vulnerable children and young people in,                 
Arica,  Asia,  Eastern Europe and Central America, through education,    
vocational training, feeding and welfare care. Working through grassroots 
Christian groups worldwide, they deliver effective long-term solutions, 
leading to independence and self-sufficiency. 

Children living in extreme poverty have many needs – food, shelter,      
medicine. They often also face further barriers stopping them from getting 
help – ethnic  discrimination, disability, even their gender. Global Care 
works to support children living in extreme poverty, the poorest of the 
poor. However it is not enough simply to meet the needs of poverty today. 
They want to break the cycle of poverty which holds these children back, 
so the next generation is free, to see whole  communities released from 
poverty. The key to this is education. Global Care’s sponsors and partner 
projects do provide food, shelter, clothing and medicine, but they provide 
it to help children reach the end goal: education.  

Over the years we at St. John’s have been able to help Global Care by   
sponsoring the education of a child. Currently we support a young man in 
Sri Lanka. Here are some extracts from one of his letters : 

Dear St. John’s, 

How are you doing ? I am keeping well. I received your letter. I got to know 
through the letter that your church are sponsoring my education. Please 
thank all those members of your church. Tell them that I love them. What is 
the current situation with coronavirus in your country ? The virus has 
spread all over our country. Have you all completed building your church ? 
Are you all having services in the church now ? 

We shifted to another rented house. During the corona pandemic my moth-
er lost her job. Both my elder sisters are troubling my mother. My younger 
brother and I are not worrying her. It brings comfort to her when she thinks 
about both of us. 
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RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT                                                   

FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE 

If you have any concerns please contact me 

Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk  

Telephone : 01462 486074 

or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com  

Our school re-opened last August and in October to celebrate World Chil-
dren’s Day we received a pair of shoes. But now the school is closed once 
again due to corona pandemic. We were given a study pack and we received 
dry ration packages from school from time to time. Many calls were made 
by the field officer to find out about our progress. I wish that school will reo-
pen soon.  

Thank you for supporting my education. 

 

God bless you, 

 

Your son 

 

mailto:oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.oliverhealdmp.com
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PARISH LETTER     REG BAILEY 
 
 
Dear Friends 

 

It seems incredible that it is now the middle of summer. The days are   

already shorter again, and autumn and winter will approach. It seems so 

fast. I was interested to read in the papers that there is now scientific     

underpinning for what I have felt for some years that time really does 

pass faster when you are older, and those memories of long, long,        

summers when you were young is simply your brain dealing with the 

passing years differently to when you were a child. That’s why it seems 

an age to your next birthday when you are seven, and birthdays come 

and go with alarming frequency when we are older. 

 

I see in my own grandchildren a love of life, cheerfulness and a wonder at 

life itself that it is impossible not to be caught up in it, and I am myself 

cheered by it: there is huge optimism in youth, and I want to hold that 

dearly and use it to remind me that I need to be appreciative and thankful 

too. 

 

Back in 2017 I became Chair of Trustees for the YMCA in England and 

Wales, and over the course of the past few years have met up with as many 

people in this movement as possible. In that time, I have encountered an 

amazing variety of young people for whom the YMCA has become family. 

Over 9000 young people are housed every night by YMCA, and tens of 

thousands of young people are in some way supported by the organisation 

through youth work, nursery provision, apprenticeships and countless  

other ways. 

 

What has struck me is the hope and optimism with which these young 

folk approach life, especially it seems to me those who have every reason to 

have abandoned hope. One young man I met had lost his father at the age 

of thirteen, his mother found a new partner when he was fifteen and      

decided to move with the new partner to another part of the country and 

left a fifteen-year-old homeless and alone, as new partner did not much 

like the boy. It was the YMCA who took him in, found a home, and       
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supported him through dedicated youth workers. He had, not surprising-

ly, some mental health issues, was self-harming and so on, but the 

YMCA supported him through it all, found him an apprenticeship and 

seven years later he now lives in YMCA “move on” housing, and has a job 

as a software developer for a computer company. He has found a faith, is 

full of hope for the future and speaks so fondly of the organisation to 

such an extent he calls it his “family.”  

 

I found that his story is by far from being a one off, it is repeated again 

and again up and down our land. It is sadly true that the situations that 

people found themselves in 177 years ago when the YMCA was founded 

by George Williams, a concerned Christian still exist today, and the need 

for today’s Christians to be out there in our own communities is just as 

great.  It is too easy when confronted by these situations to step back and 

say it doesn’t happen here and fail to engage as it might seem almost too 

depressing for us. But I found that far from depressing me, the hope and 

optimism of the young people has energised me, made me hopeful in turn 

that solutions can be found. Building relationships with young people 

transfers some of that optimism onto us.  

 

Now I have used the word optimism several times in this letter. The        

dictionary says that optimism is “the tendency to expect the best possible 

outcome or to dwell on the most hopeful aspects of a situation.” Optimists 

usually feel that “good things” will happen in the future or that what they 

hope and dream for will happen. By nature, most people tend toward either 

optimism or pessimism, regardless of their relationship with God.   

 

Everyone’s glass is either “half full” or “half empty.” Many people simply 

refuse to worry because life is more pleasant that way. “Don’t worry; be 

happy” is their motto. Optimistic people find more enjoyment in life and 

are usually more pleasant to be around because they refuse to worry about 

things they cannot control. That is fine and good. 

 

Yet, the Bible speaks of a different kind of optimism. This optimism is 

the result of faith in the character of God. The Bible refers to this as hope. 

St Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “May the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
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hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” When we hope in God, we put our 

trust in His plan above what our circumstances tell us.  He goes on to say: 

“But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 

have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” 

It seems to me that St. Paul is speaking of our future reward and the 

things that “God has prepared for those who love him”  

 

Regardless of what may happen in this life, we know that God sees, cares, 

and will “wipe every tear from our eyes” when we are forever with Him. 

That confidence can give us an optimistic outlook, even in difficult       

circumstances. Biblical optimism does not place so much emphasis on 

earthly events. It can accept difficult circumstances because it believes 

that “all things work together for good to those who love God and are called 

according to His purpose”. Godly hope looks beyond what we understand to 

view life from God’s perspective. 

 

I believe God designed us to live with hope. In the book of Psalms, we read 

“Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 

hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.” This sort 

of optimism then, is a choice. When we choose to trust God for everything, 

we can rest in His promises to take care of us the way He sees fit. We can 

cast our care upon him, let our requests be made known unto God and  

accept His peace that passes all understanding. Knowing that we have a 

loving heavenly Father who desires to care for us and provide for us should 

give every child of God a reason for true optimism.  

 

Of course, none of that excuses us from doing our bit to ensure that our 

fellow humans have the best possible cause for hope and optimism in their 

lives, for faith without action is dead. 
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SAINT OF THE MONTH  3 SEPT.   ST GREGORY (THE GREAT) 

Gregory was one of the most celebrated popes and 
Christian writers, a Doctor of the Church, who              
established the patterns of religion and the papacy in the 
medieval world, and who is acknowledged in this      
country for his role in converting the Anglo-Saxons to 
Christianity. 

Born into a noble Roman family around the year 540, Gregory was for a time the 
chief civil magistrate of the city. However in 573 he sold his extensive property  
assets to enable him to found a monastery in Rome, St. Andrew’s, and several in 
Sicily, soon becoming a monk himself. In contrast to his previous life, he practised a 
regime of extreme austerity, which possibly accounts for the very poor health that 
he suffered throughout the rest of his life. 

Although Gregory preferred the monastic cloister he was eventually called by the 
pope to several senior positions. After six years spent as the papal nuncio to       
Byzantium, Gregory returned to St. Andrew’s monastery as the abbott, but in 590 a 
plague ravaged Rome, killing the pope and leading to the appointment of a          
reluctant Gregory to the papacy. As pope he faced numerous crises - plague, floods, 
famine, and an invasion by Lombards, all of which he dealt with in a skilled and  
diplomatic manner. 

Many of Gregory’s influential writings have survived and are remarkable for their 
quality and their suitability for contemporary as well as future generations. Along 
with his 854 letters, his Homilies on the Gospels, Dialogues (lives of the saints,    
including a Life of St. Benedict) and Pastoral Care (later translated into Old English 
by King Alfred) enjoyed great popularity. 

A famous anecdote is that Gregory saw fair-haired children for sale in Rome’s slave 
market, and on being told that they were Angles declared “Non angli, sed           
angeli !” (not Angles but angels). It was one of his great passions to convert the 
Anglo-Saxons and he sent Augustine and other monks to England to do so, guiding 
them closely through encouraging letters. English biographers including the        
Venerable Bede eulogised Gregory as “the apostle of the English, our father and 
apostle in Christ, he from whom we have received the Christian faith, he who will 
present the English people to the Lord on the Day of Judgement as their teacher 
and apostle”. 

It shows Gregory’s view of religious authority that he called himself “the servant of 
the servants of God”, a designation used by popes ever since. After his death in 604 
his cult quickly developed and he was venerated throughout the Christian world. In 
art he is shown in papal vestments, sometimes with a dove on his shoulder to     
reflect his belief that the Holy Spirit whispered in his ear, dictating what he should 
write. 
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SAINT OF THE MONTH 11 AUGUST    ST CLARE 

Clare was the founder of the order of nuns 
known as the Minoresses or now the Poor 
Clares. 

She was born into the noble Offreducio family 
in Assisi, Italy, in 1194, and dismayed her family 
by refusing to marry. At the age of 18 she was 
so moved on hearing a sermon by St. Francis of 
Assisi that she ran away from home to take the 
veil from him, renouncing all her possessions 
and joining the Benedictine nuns in Bastia. The 
attempts of her family to persuade her to return home failed, and she was indeed 
joined by her sister Agnes (and later by her widowed mother.) 

Francis established a small house adjacent to the church of St. Damiano in Assisi 
where in 1216 Clare became abbess of a community of women living under the 
Franciscan rule. Clare obtained from Pope Innocent III permission for them to live 
entirely on alms, without possessing any property whatsoever, either personal or 
communal. This was a way of life of extreme poverty and austerity, harder than 
that of any other nuns of the time. 

The Poor Clare order, as it became known, soon spread throughout Europe,         
especially Spain, where 47 convents were established in the 13th. century, also 
France, Bohemia and England. 

Twice Assisi was in danger of being sacked by invading armies, but the soldiers fled 
on being confronted by Clare on the city wall bearing the Blessed Sacrament. This 
scene has often been depicted in art. 

Clare died in 1253 having spent the rest her life at the convent in Assisi, often with 
periods of illness, outliving Francis by 27 years. She is distinguished as one of the 
great medieval contemplatives, showing holiness and wisdom, devoting her life to 
the service of her community, maintaining Francis’s ideals, including his love of  
nature, and advising many influential church leaders. She cared deeply for her 
nuns, and we can glimpse her humanity from a letter she wrote to a nun who had 
started a Poor Clare convent in Prague, telling her not to overdo the austerity “for 
our   bodies are not made of brass.” She has been described as “the most authentic    
expression of evangelical perfection as understood by St. Francis of Assisi.” 

An interesting footnote derives from a legend that Clare once saw clearly a vision 
of a Christmas service that she could not attend because of illness. In 1958 she was 
declared the patron saint of television. 
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CROSSWORD  by DUNCAN RODGERS 

ACROSS 
 
1.   Avian garden feature (8) 
5.   Bird ; jape (4) 
8.   Sister (3) 
9.   Bit of water (4) 
10. Colourful crows (4) 
12. Bird of shore and marsh (13) 
13. Peregrin Took (6) 
14. Antiquated relic (6) 
17. Bird of shore and marsh (8,5) 
20. Wild party (4) 
21. Outdoor leisure water (4) 
22. Lots of water (3) 
23. Piece of skeleton (4) 
24. Bird of shore and marsh (8) 

DOWN 
 
1.   String instrument (5) 
2.   Telephones (5,2) 
3.   Cage bird (10) 
4.   Seriously bird-watch (6) 
6.   Full of water (5) 
7.   Bird of prey (7) 
11. Place for valuables (10) 
13. Inn food (3,4) 
15. Patron ; backer (7) 
16. Tolkein language (6) 
18. Large crow (5) 
19. Electronic message  (1-4) 
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ANSWERS 
CROSSWORD 
Across 
 
 1. Birdbath  5. Lark  8. Nun  9. Drip  10. Jays  12. Oystercatcher  13. 
Pippin  14. Fossil  17. Barnacle goose  20. Rave  21. Lido       22. Sea   
23. Bone   24. Whimbrel 
 
Down 
 
1. Banjo  2. Rings up  3. Budgerigar  4. Twitch  6. Awash          
7. Kestrel  11. Strongroom 13. Pub grub 15. Sponsor  16. Elvish  18. 
Raven  19. E-mail  

 Baptisms 

Emilia Simpson 
We welcome them into the family of Christ’s church 

 

Recently departed 

Peter Wiltshire , Muriel Shelton 

May God Grant Them Eternal Rest 

PARISH REGISTERS 

WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS 

arene, dare, darer, darne, deaf, deafen, dean, dear, deer, defer, denar, dene 

drear, eared, earn, earned, earner, endear, ender, erne, errand, fade, fader, 

fane, fare, fared, farer, fear, feared, fearer, feed, feeder, fend, fender, fere 

fern, frae, free, near, neared, need, needer, nerd, ranee, rare, read, reader 

rear, reared, reed, reef, reefed, reefer, refer, referenda, rend, render, reran 

reread 
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 Contact Information 

CLERGY 

Vicar: 

Rev’d Heidi Huntley 243145                                                                              
    The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD 
    hahlive@gmail.com                                 
    (off duty on Friday)* 
Assistant Priest: 

Rev’d John Fidler  241886                                                                               
    8 Stamford Avenue, Royston 
    (off duty on Saturday)* 

LICENSED READERS 

Reg Bailey   250637                                                                           
    regbailey@aol.com     

 

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days 

CHURCH WARDENS  CHURCH OFFICE 

Linda Dwight   246229 Joanne Wallis        07935 774633 
Clare Davies   248787 roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

 
 

BELLRINGERS                      
Alan Curtis 

222408 GIFT AID SECRETARY                      

Brenda Strangleman 

     

245273 

 MUSICAL DIRECTOR                 

Louise Atkins                                

louiseatkins234@gmail.com 

 HOUSE GROUPS 

 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS                  

Rosemary Dowling 

         

247270 

CHILDREN’S  CHURCH                                 

Revd. Heidi Huntley 
243145 

CHURCH TREASURER                          

Phil Burchell 

        

848937 

MAGAZINE TEAM                 
Joanne Wallis 

 246911 

 

CRÉCHE 

Mary Primett 

        

243711 

PCC SECRETARY 
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 Sunday Services for 2021 

Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated 

1 August  9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

8 August  9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

15 August  9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

22 August  9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

29 August  9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

 

BOOKING IS REQUIRED                                                                                                          

For non-computer users please ring Joanne (07935 774633)                              

between the Monday and Wednesday before the Sunday in question.                                                              

For email users, please contact Joanne 

(roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com) between Thursday and Saturday.  

Unfortunately we cannot take bookings for more                                                

than one week at a time.  

All welcome!  

mailto:roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments 

The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick 

and housebound when they receive a request—please contact the Vicar on 243145 

 Sunday Services for 2021 

Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated 

5 September 9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

12 September 9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

19 September 9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

26 September 9 am   Said Eucharist 

   10.15 am  Eucharist with Choir 

 

BOOKING IS REQUIRED                                                                                                          

For non-computer users please ring Joanne (07935 774633)                              

between the Monday and Wednesday before the Sunday in question.                                                              

For email users, please contact Joanne 

(roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com) between Thursday and Saturday.  

Unfortunately we cannot take bookings for more                                                

than one week at a time.  

All welcome!  

mailto:roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
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WORD SEARCH 
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Heath Watch with Holly (the little dog) 

Welcome to the fifteenth  in a series of 
dog walking diaries, documenting the 
flora and fauna on the beautiful heath as 
the seasons change. 

 

May and June 2021 

 

 

Well, it’s May already, the time has gone quickly again. Many Christians throughout 
the world dedicate this month to the Virgin Mary, I don’t know why May was     
chosen for her but it certainly is the most beautiful of months, probably why so 
many English folk songs are about the Month of May.  

This year the weather was varied, hot sunny days and 
days with rain, the combination led to a lot of growth on 
the heath, the grass grew tall, patches of stinging nettles 
grew to five feet  and wild flowers grew in abundance.  
There was a lovely flower this year 
which I haven’t noticed before called 
“The Star of Bethlehem 
(Ornithogalum  umbellatum)”.     

Apparently, according to Google, it is not truly a wild flower as it 
was cultivated in gardens and then “escaped” into the wild, I 
will look forward to seeing it again next year. There are two 
ways to enjoy wild flowers, you can look closely at them       
admiring their intricate design, think of the artist Georgia 
O’Keefe  (see right) perhaps, or you can stand back and look at the acres of colour 
like the French impressionist Claude Monet for example (see above left), both   
viewpoints are equally enjoyable. For one or two days, part of the heath was almost 
completely yellow with buttercups and a few days later they were gone. 

There was a lot of wind towards the end of May and the long grass moved like the 
sea, tall grass from a distance has a purplish tint but when you look closely you 
can’t see any purple. Part of a tree blew down in the wind  across a foot path, Holly 
jumped right over it, looking rather like a race horse, and then turned to me  for 
congratulations as if she was proud of her achievement.   

Birds were always in evidence, the first bird I saw this May was a Mistle Thrush   
followed by Jackdaws, Goldfinch, Wood pigeons  and all the usuals. Two birds worth 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CUSTOM  AT THE ROYSTON SHOP                     WE ALSO 
DELIVER 

a special mention are the Partridges and a Whitethroat. Partridges because they are 
what is often called an “indicator species” which as I understand it (I’m no scientist - 
just a local with a notepad!) means that all is well with the ecology. A Whitethroat, 
because for once I was able to see it close up and standing still for long enough to 
make a positive identification without relying on its song, flight pattern, or mere 
guesswork.  I recalled the line from Oh to be in England by Rupert Brooke  

“after April, when May follows,  

And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows!” 

And now it is June, the Tuesday after the bank holiday was very hot and Holly was a 
little off colour, it was the day of her anti-flea drops! We walked in the woods 
where it was lovely and shady and the birds were singing, I didn’t see any unusual 
birds this time but as is often the case was struck by the beauty of so many ordinary 
birds, such as Starlings, they have every colour if you look closely, Thrushes  and 
even the common House or Tree Sparrows with their varied shades of brown.  As 
one wild flower disappeared another came, Ox eyed daisies were next and then this 
year a wonderful display of Dropwort with red stems, pink buds and white flowers.  

Warm rain brought fungi to the woods, pollen was hanging from grass, butterflies 
were everywhere and many people were out exercising, summer had arrived. 

On my way to the heath one day I saw a beekeeper collecting a swarm which was 
clinging to a tree; he was all covered up in a white overall, and held a box under the 
branch, he shook the branch and the swarm fell into the 
box, it was most interesting to watch, I wonder what       
happens to any bees left behind, do they die, find another 
colony or live solitary lives like bumble bees? 

There are signs on the heath asking you not to walk on   
certain areas as it is where the Larks and Meadow pipits   
nest on the ground, they are good wooden signs each with a 
carving of a lark. One day I saw a lark perched on the sign. It 
would have been a picture worthy of the Countryfile         
calendar, I was too slow, it was gone. The picture remains in my mind along with 
many happy memories of May & June 2021. 

 

 

More next time……………………………. 
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Royal British Legion 

Club  

Hall for hire  

Fully stocked 

bar available 

Mill Rd, Royston            

Tel- 01763 244560   

Email-
roystonblclub@xininternet.co.uk 
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