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PRAYER FOR OUR
COMMUNITY
Loving God, we thank you for
your many blessings since
our church fire. We ask that
as the months progress we
will stay united as your body.
Protect us from distraction as
we seek to re-build your
beautiful House of Prayer,
and grant us courage to
witness to your generous
love to all whom we meet.
Amen.

Memorial book
Newlings of Royston have
very kindly given a home to
our Memorial Book.
Please feel welcome to visit
Newlings (Fish Hill) to view
the book and pay your
respects to a loved one.
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Sponsor a Chair!

As part of our church

refurbishment following the fire in December 2018, we are giving people
the opportunity to sponsor a chair.
Each chair can have a plaque in memory of a loved one, or to denote
individual or community group who has generously sponsored the
purchase of the chair. You can sponsor a chair for a donation of

£250.

We’ve now raised over £30,000 (including gift aid) through chair
sponsorship, which will buy 120 chairs. We’re almost half way to
our goal of 250 chairs for our lovely place of worship.
If you would like to make a donation of a smaller amount
towards the cost of the chairs, this will be gratefully
received. However please note that smaller donations will
not be eligible for a plaque.
Please contact the Church Office Joanne Wallis
07935774633
roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com
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ECO CHURCH
Royston Parish Church Eco Group
A few months ago I volunteered to join the new Eco
Committee at church, it has become a most
interesting project.
As explained in a recent article, the PCC is supporting the Church of England
and the Diocese by working to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030 and to
increase bio-diversity in and around the church. Additionally, as well as
concerning itself with boilers insulation and so on, the committee would like
to draw attention to things that we can all do to benefit the environment,
and in view of the time of year, when our gardens start to grow, let’s start by
considering what we can do to help the environment in our gardens.
As individuals it seems beyond us to save the Amazon rain forest or the
melting ice caps but we can control the little bit of the planet that borders
our homes, I refer of course to our much loved gardens. Here are some
thoughts to get started, I’m sure readers will have others so do share them.
Consider insecticides. Rather than buy the strongest chemicals available that
kill everything in sight and damage the ecology in the process, look for
natural alternatives like pyrethrum or alternatively why not just accept a
small loss and rely on nature to look after itself, we all know that ladybirds
are the best disposer of aphids so why spray the greenfly with a chemical
that will also kill ladybirds, work to enable nature rather than trying to
control it.
The English are known for their keen lawn care but do we need such
immaculate lawns? Try leaving a patch to grow longer and look for the
beautiful wild flowers and the insects that will soon find a home there;
where there are insects birds will follow. Chris Packham uses the expression
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“say no to the mow” . Have you recently thrown out an ice cream tub or
even an old washing up bowl? Why not find a spot in a flower bed and plant
it, fill it with water and it will soon be used by birds and who knows what
else! I’ve got a few of these in the garden and if you put large stones round
the top so that none of the tub/bowl is visible they actually look quite nice
too.
When you choose new plants for the garden as well as thinking about what
you want think about what the pollinators and birds might like too. Bees
generally like single flowers where they can get at the pollen easily. One tip,
heard recently, when you go to the shop or garden centre rather than
asking or looking at labels to see which variety is most bee friendly, stand
there for a moment or two and see which plants are attracting the bees,
they are the ones to buy.
I have had a lot of pleasure from the bee house which I put up about a year
ago, the bees soon came and made use of it. If you can, make a little
shelter, I made one with some loose bricks arranged as three sides of a
rectangle and made a roof out of some pieces of wood, I know something
uses it at night as the dog sniffs round it in the mornings.
It’s probably too late for this year but don’t waste fallen leaves, why put
nature’s best fertiliser in the garden waste bin?
Finally learn to enjoy nature, it is ours to look after, it can enrich all our lives
and don’t forget to feed the birds

Anthony Pigg

6

7

Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church.
Articles printed in this publication may not represent
the views of the church or of all the members. Final
date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to
publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters,
sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclusion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If
you submit a piece from another publication please
make sure you get written permission to use it. The
editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as
they see fit. Entries included on a first-come, firstserved basis – we have limited space each issue, so
get your entries in quickly!

Carolyn Rutherford
Dog Groomer

Contact: Huw Jenkins
chair@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk
07855 311192
Tel: 01763 662109

t:

e:
f:

07759 090045
carolyn@teds-place.co.uk
doggroomingattedsplace

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year……..
Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com
Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on 07717 800330
Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for
you to receive the magazine
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Why not pay a visit
to our Website?

WHEELERS

ANTIQUES

Lots of valuable
information and
links.

Www.roystonparish
church.org.uk
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COPING WITH LOCKDOWN

RUTH SAVAGE

This last year has been an unusual one, with us having to adapt our daily lives to
protect ourselves and each other from Covid-19. There are some things that
have helped me to keep my routine as close to normal as possible, and that I am
very grateful to God for.

I am thankful that the town of Royston is situated next to Therfield Heath. With
gyms being closed, I have found this to be an excellent place to go for regular
exercise, with its hills and wide-open space. I have enjoyed walks in the
sunshine, listening to bird song, and watching the changing seasons. I have
explored parts of the heath that I previously didn’t know existed, and last April I
found the Pasque flowers for the first time in all the years I’ve lived in this town.
I am a member of a house group, and at the start of the first lockdown we
quickly worked out how to transition our weekly meetings on line, via Skype or
Zoom. With the reduction in contact due to social distancing, I have found it
invaluable to be able to continue to meet regularly, to share in fellowship, Bible
study, and prayer. I give thanks for the members of my house group, as they
provide support and encouragement. I am thankful for the technology that
allows us to connect as a group, even though we’re not in the same room. I’m
also thankful for email, which allows us to share prayer requests and
encouragement between the meetings. If you’re not part of a house group, I
recommend joining one!
I’m thankful for the work that goes on behind the scenes so that weekly services
continue, whether in the Town Hall (restrictions permitting), or on-line. Thanks
to Heidi and the rest of the clergy, to everyone in the church body that gives
their time and talents to record music, readings, prayers, sermons, and for the
work that goes into editing the videos so they are ready for broadcast, for
preparing service sheets and notices, and updating the website each week so
that all the relevant links for the services are available. It is marvellous to be able
to continue to worship God together.
I’m thankful that although the world around us is changing, God is constant,
providing stability. I’m reminded of the lyrics to the song “faithful one”, written
by Brian Doerksen, which tells of God’s love being the anchor through the storm.
Lastly I’m thankful for the tremendous work being done by health care
professionals to vaccinate the population, which brings the hope of restrictions
being lifted in due course, and a time when we can worship together as one
congregation in the same place.
10

INTERESTED IN STATISTICS?
Who would have imagined a year ago that Royston Parish Church would
have a YouTube channel? Since we started broadcasting our services in
May 2020, we have had some 6,600 views with a total of 1,300 hours
viewing time. Our peak viewing was when we live-streamed the
Remembrance Sunday service, which has about 1500 views!

Total number of views since our services started on Youtube: 6594
Total number of viewing hours since our service started on Youtube: 1274
Current number of subscribers: 69
Please note: these figures are based on the number of computers coming
onto our channel—as some people watch together, the total people viewing
will be higher.

O L

I

C L

G

I

A

L

Word puzzle
How many words of 4 letters or more can
you make from these letters all including
the central letter. No proper names, plurals,
adverbs, conjugated verbs (past tense etc)
comparatives or superlatives.
Target 23 words answers on page 24
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SAINT OF THE MONTH ST. ANSELM
21st APRIL
Known as “the father of Scholasticism” Anselm was a monk,
theologian, writer and Archbishop of Canterbury. Regarded as
the most important Christian writer between Augustine and
Thomas Aquinas, he was named a Doctor of the Church.
Anselm was born in Italy, the son of a Lombard nobleman, in
1033. He quarrelled with his father, and after a restless youth
went to live and study with his mother’s family in Burgundy. In 1060 he became a
monk at Lanfranc’s monastery in Bec, Normandy, devoting years to the study of St.
Augustine. He eventually became abbott in 1078, Lanfranc by then being
Archbishop of Canterbury. During these years Anselm wrote several influential
philosophical and theological works, characterised by a use of rational argument,
although “his intellectual rigour was softened by the sensitiveness of his mind and
the generosity of his heart.” His famous Proslogion (Discourse) is considered to be
the first-known philosophical formulation that sets out the ontological argument for
the existence of God.
Lanfranc died in 1089 and after keeping the post vacant for four years the English
King William II was persuaded to appoint Anselm as Archbishop of Canterbury in
1093. From this point Anselm, like Thomas Beckett later, was involved in a series of
disputes with the king about who had authority in the church. He was exiled to
Rome in 1097, only returning on the accession of Henry I in 1100. During that time
he wrote one of his most famous works Cur Deus Homo ? (Why God Became a
Man). He became locked in arguments with the new king and again was exiled to
Rome until compromise about the relative powers of king and church was reached
in 1107.
Anselm remained in England until his death in 1109. He secured a wider recognition
of Canterbury as the prime English church, he enforced stricter celibacy on the
clergy, and of local interest to us, he consented to the establishment of the new see
of Ely. He was fortunate in his biographer, Eadmer of Canterbury, who wrote an
intimate personal Life, recording many incidents of Anselm’s life which testified no
less than his writings to the attractiveness of his personal character. His cult was
slow to grow and was overshadowed by that of Beckett, but it revived in the late
middle ages. In art his emblem is a ship, representing the spiritual independence of
the church.
“For I do not seek to understand in order to believe, but I believe in order to
understand. For I believe this: unless I believe, I will not understand.” (St. Anselm)
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SAINT OF THE MONTH
15th /30th MAY

ST. DYMPNA (DYMPHNA)

In the early thirteenth century the graves of an unknown man and woman were
discovered at Gheel in Belgium with an inscription of the name Dympna.
Miraculous cures, especially of the mentally ill and epileptic, began to occur, a
shrine was built and the cult of St. Dympna began.
Knowledge of Dympna was purely legendary. The folk-tale was that she was the
daughter of a heathen seventh century Irish chieftain named Damon whose wife
was a Christian. Heartbroken at his wife’s death, Damon developed an unnatural
desire for his virgin teenage daughter Dympna who was the image of her late
mother. With her confessor Gerebernus she fled abroad, eventually reaching
Gheel near Antwerp, where she founded a hospice and they lived peaceably.
However her father eventually tracked them down by following the trail of coins
they had spent. His soldiers killed Gerebernus, and, when Dympna refused to
return with him, her furious father beheaded her with his sword.
Following the establishment of the shrine many alleviations of mental disorders
were attributed to Dympna’s intercession, and Gheel became a centre of
pilgrimage for people from all over Europe seeking cure. Soon the sanctuary was
full to overflowing and the townsfolk of Gheel began to take the pilgrims into their
own homes. This was the start of an enlightened tradition of looking after the
mentally ill in the community which has persisted at Gheel for over 500 years.
The medieval foundation is still in existence at Gheel today where it has grown into
one of the largest and most professional colonies for
the mentally ill in the world. Known as “boarders”
not “patients” they live as members of the host
families in and around the town and are encouraged
to work as useful members of the community.
St. Dympna is known as The Lily of Eire because of
her spotless virtue. In art she is usually shown in the
royal robes of a princess, often holding a sword.
Here is a painting by Godfried Maes “The Beheading
of St. Dymphna” (1688) which is in the church in
Gheel.
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DESERTED VILLAGE
If you take the A1198 north as far as the Wimple turning. Turn left here, just
after the Wimpole Road, along the B1042. Here near the village of Croydon on
the ridge above the main road is the site of the deserted Medieval village of
Clapton. Now nothing more than bumps in the ground indicate where a once a
thriving settlement lay.
A gentle ridge walk in Cambridgeshire
Where dotted fields fall away to meet
The hills of Royston with sky beyond.
While to the north fields of oilseed rape
Blinding yellow stand chest high.
The path then ends at a gate into ancient
Grassland with mounds leading
Down the scarp to the plains below.
Here upon the long abandoned heaps
Lived Saxons and the English peasant
Who toiled among the fields and woods.
Built houses and a church in stone.
They herded cattle tilled the fields.
There stood the church and ale house.
Here by the spring they gossiped of
Death of cattle and the lord’s demands.
Did village oak stand large and did
Women grind the daily bread?
Once, only thatch and wattle walls
protected them from the winter storms
Keeping a family and livestock warm.
What joys and pains were found within?
These echoing thoughts rebound around
The site. Their voices and their dreams
Are long gone by times neglect,
But in my mind, still fill the air
Around the grass invaded village site.
Bert. Richardson 1986
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FOCUS ON MISSION
OUR LINK WITH THE CHURCH IN VIETNAM JOHN FIDLER
My first contact with the Church in Vung Tau, Vietnam,
was in 1994 when I was sent by my then employer to
work with Vietnamese engineers on an offshore gas
project. I had noticed a Church not far from my hotel
and turned up one morning at a good Anglican time to
find they were just finishing!
This Church is one of the officially licenced ones and
allowed to operate under certain conditions, e.g. they
Mr Na preaching
are not allowed to explicitly evangelise but can speak
with people who come in. They therefore run various educational programmes
which give them openings. There are also unlicenced Churches and it is those
that often suffer persecution. Even the licenced Churches suffer opposition
locally and this is the case in some of the hill country Churches.
The next week I turned up at the right time and was warmly welcomed and
gently moved from the ladies’ side of the Church to the men’s side!
I got to know Mr Na, one of the elders, very well during my time there and
worshipped there on my subsequent 4 visits to Vietnam. We have been
supporting the charitable work based on that Church since then. I trust Mr Na,
who runs the Joseph Charity supporting mainly poorer communities and
Churches many of which are in the hill country. They also support the work of a
leper village. The support is in terms of food and other essentials but also Bibles
and Mr Na will often preach when he visits.
There is a link to the Vung Tau Church website on our Church website but you
can go directly to it by typing hoitinlanhlienhiep.com into your browser. It is
mostly in Vietnamese but some English. From the menu titles across the top of
their homepage, if you select “tin muc vu” and “dang hien” you will find pictures
of the Church activity and their charity work.
We recently sent our regular gift from our missions budget and Mr Na has
confirmed receipt and sent his thanks.
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PARISH LETTER

CHRYSALIS

Two caterpillars were chatting one day when a butterfly fluttered by.
One caterpillar turned to his friend and said “You’ll never get me up in
one of those things”.
Our vision of the future is often governed by our assumptions that life
will go on much as it always has, for better or worse. The past year has
shown us that we cannot rely on that assumption. A tiny virus appears to
have outwitted even the world’s most powerful nations. It cannot be
defeated by force of arms, yet we are in a war against it. To keep it in
check the world has had to adapt to living life differently and some of
those changes will persist even when Covid19 has become as manageable
as flu and other infections we have learned to live with.
By staying at home, we have learnt to shop in very different ways and
many will continue to buy on-line or order from local shops for delivery,
as we become used to the convenience. It means our society has become
even more dependent on computers and the internet. Once the world has
worked together to overcome Covid19, maybe we will see future conflicts
not fought by armies but by computer specialists. If a power cut, as
happened recently in Royston, can stop Tesco and other stores operating,
whole nations could be severely hampered or brought to a standstill by
computer hackers from one country attacking the computer systems of
another.
Many people have become used to working from home instead of
commuting to an office. I’m sure much of that will continue. There will be
consequences on people’s mental health of not meeting face-to-face with
colleagues or other commuters. Office space in cities will not be required
to the same extent, with consequential effects on property prices and
investments. Many pension funds are financed by property investments.
Less people commuting will mean established transport policies may
become outdated. Maybe this sounds rather pessimistic, but I am sure
there will be positive effects also. Like the caterpillar, I cannot see into
the future.
To return to our story of the two caterpillars: whilst locked down in the
chrysalis, a transformation takes place. The caterpillar who was afraid to
fly becomes a butterfly and experiences things previously unimaginable.
The same but not the same. After Covid lockdowns, society will be the
same but not the same: after the chrysalis of being denied our Church
building, compounded by Covid we as a Church will be the same but not
the same when the Church emerges from its scaffolding chrysalis.
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After 3 days in the tomb, Jesus emerged, transformed the same but
not the same. Resurrection, restoration after apparent defeat or
failure, is a constant theme of the Christian faith. However low we get,
however locked down by life’s events, the resurrection of Christ from
the tomb offers us hope that the future, however scary or uncertain,
will be the same, but not the same.
As the caterpillar could not envisage flying, we cannot see what may lie
ahead but can go forward in faith that the God who brought Jesus back
from the grave can see what we cannot. Into the chrysalis of the exile
of the Israelites in Babylon, Jeremiah sends this message, which we can
also grasp “I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.
(Jeremiah 29 v11)
As the caterpillar enters the chrysalis fearing it is the end, it is in fact
just the beginning.
John Fidler

RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE
If you have any concerns please contact me
Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone : 01462 486074
or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LORD’S PRAYER
JOHN FIDLER
Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done In earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory
For ever and ever. Amen

This version of the Lord’s Prayer is so familiar that I just
typed it without needing to check it ( though I did, as my
memory is not what it was! ). What has prompted me to write
this short article was when I saw someone refer to it as “the
one that Jesus taught us”, when comparing it to the more
modern language version we use in some of our services. I do
not pretend that this a fully researched treatise but a quick
look at how we got the Lord’s Prayer. A former vicar of
Royston spent the whole of his 3 month sabbatical
researching the Lord’s Prayer!
Firstly, Jesus did not speak English. If anything, he probably
taught it to his disciples in Hebrew or possibly Aramaic, as
that was likely his own first language. It was written down in
Greek, which was the common language of the Roman Empire
at that time.
But what did Jesus actually teach? We have two versions of
the Lord’s Prayer in the Gospels. The one which is closest to
what we use is found in Matthew chapter 6 but there is
another version in Luke chapter 11. Luke’s version is shorter
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and neither has the last section “For thine is etc….”. That is
borrowed from something very much older and is found in 1
Chronicles 29 v11.
Matthew, as a Jew, would have appreciated the tradition of
the Psalms, in which an idea is often repeated in different
words, whereas Luke, as a Gentile, did not come from that
tradition. Thus, we see Luke leaving out what he might have
imagined as unnecessary repetition or Matthew adding
what he felt was needed. Both versions may have been in
use in the early Church.
Of course, over the centuries, the version used in Churches
was in Latin as the common language of the Roman Catholic
Church. What we use in English today will have been
influenced to some extent by that Latin version though I
suspect it may be a 16th century translation from the Greek
based on Matthew’s version.
Does it matter? Many of us find reassurance in the familiar
words we have grown up with. I still appreciate the language
of the book of Common Prayer and I have noticed that in
most public events involving other Churches, it often the
BCP version that is used. Whilst the language of the BCP is
special, it does not always connect with people who have not
grown up with it and the more modern version(s) may help
people to relate to the Christian faith better.
The Church is often referred to as a kind of family and, as
in any family, we each have different needs and
expectations. Tolerance and an understanding of our varied
needs will help us to grow in faith and in numbers.
What Jesus mainly taught us was not a formula of words
but a relationship with Him that is as individual as each of
us.
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ROYSTON’S CHURCH BELLS ARE BACK!
One of the things that I have really missed since the
church fire has been the quintessentially English
sound of the peals of Royston bells on Sunday
mornings and on bell-ringing practice evenings and
which could be heard across most of the town.
As with so many things in life, it is easy to take them
for granted until you lose them! Only after the fire
have I read some of the history of the bells. I had not
realised that most of them date back more than 250 years! The other
fascinating thing is that a number of them have been recast over the years
– so the fact that all eight have had to be recast now is just another step in
their history.
The story of the bells begins in 1739 when six new bells were cast for
Royston church by Thomas Lester of Whitechapel, where there was a
famous bell foundry which dated back to 1570, and closed only in 2017.
Two of these bells were inscribed: “Thomas Lester made me” and the other
carried impressions of contemporary coins. They were hung in the tower
at Royston in November 1739 by a James Smith.
In 1901 two of the six bells were recast by John Taylor and Co. of
Loughborough, another famous bell foundry dating back to the 14th
century, and all the bells were hung in a new frame. The recast bells were
given inscriptions “in mem. Victoria R” and “In Hon. Edward VII”.
In 1919 two new bells were added to complete a peal of eight. They were
dedicated to the fallen of the First World War. In addition one of the
remaining Thomas Lester bells was recast by Mears and Stainbank at the
original foundry in Whitechapel, but retained its original dedication to Hale
Wortham.
During the fire in December 2018, a mixture of the
intense heat of the fire in the tower (temperatures as
high as 600°C were measured by the fire brigade at
the level of the bells) and the cold water to extinguish
the flames resulted in cracks forming in all eight bells.
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The 11cwt ring of eight was safely lowered to the floor and taken to the
Taylors of Loughborough’s historic foundry for safe keeping and repair.
Because they had been cracked, they needed to be recast. Moulds were
taken from the original bells before melting them down – so that the recast
bells retain their original shape and all the original inscriptions - and
recasting them using the original metal. Taylors pointed out that the bells
were rather thinly profiled for a keynote of F#, and in order to retain this
feature we have paid for a little extra metal to achieve the proper
proportions with a keynote of F#. This means that the weight of the tenor
bell has been increased from 11‑3‑0 cwt (596kg) to 12‑1‑22 cwt (633kg).
A consequence of the Coronavirus pandemic has been that a planned visit
to the foundry to watch the bells being recast could not take place. As
someone who has studied Metallurgy and casting at University, I had been
very excited at the prospect of this potential opportunity, and disappointed
when it could not happen. However, a visit to Taylors Foundry and Bell
Museum after the pandemic is now on my “To do” list!

The bells were delivered back to Royston in January.
The 1901 cast iron & steel Taylor “H” frame in the bell
tower had survived the fire intact and the beam ends
have been re-grouted into the tower walls, with
additional support beams manufactured and installed
beneath the bell frame to
give it extra rigidity. New
fittings have been made,
and the bells are now
back in the tower.
We can now look forward to internal works to
the tower being completed so that the bells
can be recommissioned and once again we will hear the chimes ring out
across Royston!
Acknowledgements: The information in this article comes from:
“The Priory and Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Royston, A short History and
Guide, David Wallington” booklet
Taylors of Loughborough website: http://taylorbells.co.uk/
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UPDATE ON CHURCH RESTORATION
Following a period when we had been able to see physically the
progress on the church, with the removal of the temporary roof and
most of the scaffolding, we were disappointed to hear that completion
will not now be until February 2022.
This delay has been down to two specific issues which has led to an
extension to the completion of Phase 2.
The first of these is the result of much more severe damage to the main
arch at the West end of the church than had originally been thought.
This has meant that the whole of one side of the span is having to be
replaced. This is extremely complicated from an engineering point of
view with new stones having also to be cut, all of which are of a random
size. It is now anticipated that work on this will not be completed until
the end of May.
The second is work on the East elevation of the tower where, following
the cleaning off of the smoke from the fire, it became clear that a
number of the stones had been damaged and would have to be
replaced. This is now ongoing and is expected to be completed by early
April.
The latter issue has had a major impact on Phase 3 which will not now
commence until early April. This is due to the fact that certain
scaffolding inside the church is effectively giving support to external
scaffolding and means that we are not able to take advantage of
overlapping the commencement of Phase 3 with the end of Phase 2.
Unfortunately until the current internal scaffolding is removed the new
scaffolding necessary for the high work internally cannot be erected. It
is these issue that have conspired to extend the completion until
February 2022 and that we will not be able to return by Christmas 2021
as we had all hoped for.
Whilst it is disappointing to have to accept this extension we remain
positive that the work on the refurbishment of the church will ultimately
bring our iconic building back not only to the beautiful house of prayer
that it was but also as a warm and friendly place for the community of
Royston in the 21st century.
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CROSSWORD by DUNCAN RODGERS

ACROSS

DOWN

1. & 5 Short-term borrowing (8,4)
5 . See 1 across
8. Pinch (3)
9. A single time (4)
10. Move in water (4)
12. Tax on local shops (8,5)
13. Unproven idea (6)
14. Sayings (6)
17. Finance by computer (6,7)
20. Donate (4)
21. Hire vehicle (4)
22. Conscious self (3)
23. Bridge tax
(4)
24. Examination of data (8)

1. Temporary accommodation
(1,3,1)
2. Stalemate (7)
3. Leaseholder’s payment (6,4)
4. Most pleasant (6)
6. Utility regulator (5)
7. Retributive justice (7)
11. Wise insurance company ?
(10)
13. Idea, notion, theory (7)
15. Old gold coins (7)
16. Get hold of (6)
18. Flat (5)
19. Amount without deductions (5)

Answers page 24
23

ANSWERS
WORD PUZZLE
Aioli, call, cill, clog, coal, coil, cola, gall, gaol, gill, glia, glial, goal, iliac,
illogic, illogical, laic, lilac, lilo, local, logic, logical, loll

CROSSWORD
Across
1. Bridging 5. Loan 8. Nip 9. Once 10. Swim 12. Business rates
13. Theory 14. Adages 17. Online banking 20. Give 21. Taxi 22. Ego
23. Toll 24. Analysis
Down
1. B and B 2. Impasse 3. Ground rent 4. Nicest 6. Ofwat 7. Nemesis
11. Prudential 13. Thought 15. Guineas 16. Obtain 18. Level
19. Gross

PARISH REGISTERS
Recently departed
Claude Browne, Betty Axon, Jessie Driver, Pat Day, Clive Cresswell
May God Grant Them Eternal Rest
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Contact Information
CLERGY
Vicar:
Rev’d Heidi Huntley

Assistant Priest:
Rev’d John Fidler

243145
The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD
hahlive@gmail.com
(off duty on Friday)*
241886
8 Stamford Avenue, Royston
(off duty on Saturday)*

LICENSED READERS
Reg Bailey

250637
regbailey@aol.com

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days

CHURCH WARDENS

CHURCH OFFICE

Nick Hindle
Clare Davies

Joanne Wallis
07935 774633
roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com

BELLRINGERS
Alan Curtis

242325
248787

222408

GIFT AID SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman

245273

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Louise Atkins
louiseatkins234@gmail.com

HOUSE GROUPS

CHURCH FLOWERS
Rosemary Dowling

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Revd. Heidi Huntley

243145

246911

245273

247270

CHURCH TREASURER
Phil Burchell

848937

MAGAZINE TEAM
Joanne Wallis

CRÉCHE
Mary Primett

243711

PCC SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman
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Sunday Services for 2021
Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated
No live services in Town Hall
To catch up on the On line services visit our website
www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk

Diary Dates
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Sunday Services for 2021
Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated

No live services in Town Hall
To catch up on the On line services visit our website
www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk

Diary Dates

Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments
The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick
and housebound when they receive a request—please contact the Vicar on 243145
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MARY TAYLOR 100 YEARS YOUNG IN APRIL
BERT RICHARDSON
I have no qualifications for writing this article as I have only known Mary over
the last few years but I feel the occasion cannot be allowed to pass without
some recognition of this remarkable lady. Just to have lived to a remarkable age
of a 100 is enough to celebrate but to add to this she is a lady whose life has
been one of quiet dedication to kindness and a wish to make the world a happier
place for her being in it.
Mary Taylor was a regular worshipper at St John the Baptist Sunday evening
services for many years so where else but in the church magazine should we
celebrate this event.
She began life in a small village of St Bees (famous headland of the same name
nearby) near Whitehaven, Cumbria. Her mother was a housewife and her father
first a miner then worked at the nuclear power centre of Sellafield. Mary went
to the local village school for all her education and in 1939 she volunteered to
the armed forces and was stationed in a unit in Lincolnshire where she
developed catering skills.
[ Courtesy of Pam Taylor—When Mary left school she went to work for the local
vicar, the Rev. Ainley and his wife and when he retired in 1940 Mary moved with
them to Cockermouth as a companion for his wife. In 1942 she volunteered to
join the Woman's Auxillary Air Force and spent four years at RAF Hospital
Ranceby;. After she was demobbed she went back to Cockermouth to live with
the Ainley family and joined the Cockermouth church choir and harmonic
society. When the Rev. Ainley died in approx. 1955 Mary moved with Mrs Ainley
as her companion to Keswick. During the six years she spent there she worked
part-time at Keswick library and enjoyed walking the fells. After Mrs Ainley's
death in 1963 Mary took up the position of assistant matron at Balls Park
Teacher training college. ]
After the war she applied for and was appointed to the post of assistant
matron at Balls Park, in Hertfordshire and was there for many years. It was here
that she met her future husband Bob. He was a contracting electrician and they
were introduced at a meal shared with friends. Bob was a widower who had a
ready made family to share with Mary. It was after they married that they
bought a house in Royston where they spent many happy years together before
Bob’s death Bob’s family have, over the years, been a great strength to Mary
and since Bob’s death they have continued to support Mary and she has a great
love for them all.
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I first came in contact with Mary when I was a
customer at Royston Library and she was a
library assistant (though I did not know her in
my early days in Royston).
I first became acquainted with Mary when I
organised and led a group of walkers on a
sponsored walk for the Children’s Society. At
the end of the walk she asked me could I organise a regular walk for “oldies
like herself”. So was born my Oldies walking group that has flourished for the
last ten or more years.
Mary never missed a walk and she carried on well
into her nineties. Many are the stories I could tell of
Mary whose great sense of fun enlivened our walks
and she became the fall guy of my strange sense of
humour.
As she was by far the oldest member of the group
she had always had difficulty with stiles and I as
leader was always ready to help Mary over a stile.
She was a lady of the old school and never wore
trousers. Added to this is the fact that she is small of
stature and helping to get her leg over a stiles
always entailed a lot of strategic planning which
nearly always ended up with great amusement all
who took part. At another time I was pontificating
at great length about some large rock formations, proud in my skills as a
communicator when Mary’s tiny but clear voice broke in “Bert is this the place
where you got us all lost last time we came here!” The spell was broken and the
whole group fell in to fits of laughter “O how the mighty have fallen.”
Mary has fallen in the mud, been soaked to the skin, blamed for things she had
never done, always receiving it with a smile or laughter. I have yet to meet a
kinder, warmer friend who never has an unkind word to say of another person.
She belonged to many local organisations including the Ladies Literary Luncheon Club, National Trust local group and the book reading group, also until a
few months ago a ukulele band
Congratulation on your 100 years Mary it is a joy to know you.
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HEATH WATCH WITH HOLLY
(THE LITTLE DOG)
Welcome to the thirteenth in a series of dog walking
diaries, documenting the flora and fauna on the
beautiful heath as the seasons change.

January and February 2021
Here we are, 2021 already and still in the grip of the pandemic. I am so
pleased that I live near the heath and can spend time there with Holly
surrounded by nature. We didn’t go to the heath on January 1st though as
there were fireworks during the night and I was busy comforting my
worried dog and by the morning both Holly the little dog and me were too
tired to venture out.
Things were soon different, and on January 2nd the heath saw many
joggers, perhaps their new year resolutions to get fit or maybe taking the
government’s advice to exercise and be outside as much as possible. Trees
started to produce leaves and from a distance you could see a green glow
around the branches, there is a local expression that the trees are “getting
fatter” which describes them perfectly as they leave winter behind. I
noticed that the birds start to behave differently too, they are busier than
usual, there is no better way of putting it, they are much more active.
However this optimistic view was soon curtailed when storm Christoph
brought cold winds and snow, the heath looked beautiful with a clear blue
sky, bright white clean snow and frozen trees. There were more people on
the heath than usual and as the snow melted away the paths turned to
mud, making it easier to walk on the grass whenever possible.
Even at this time of year there were some interesting birds to see. I recall a
barn owl, meadow pipits and song larks, I heard a woodpecker and
frequently saw mistle thrush. Until this year I hadn’t understood why they
are called the mistle thrush, it’s because they eat mistletoe berries, I even
knew that they were to be found in the same trees as the mistletoe but the
name just hadn’t clicked into place.
January went and February arrived bringing warmer weather with it. One
warm day I heard a song lark singing high in the sky, he must have thought
that summer had arrived but there were still some cold days to come and I
haven’t heard him back again yet. For a few weeks there were a large
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number of worms on the ground, I don’t know why they all surface at once
but they certainly do, I can’t bear to walk on them and tread carefully. One
reader asked me why I was walking in a different part of the heath, I told
them that I was looking out for material for this edition and received the
reply “why don’t you write about the worms”? Worms form part of the
ecology and the health of an area can in part be measured by the number
of earth worms living there. The heath must be really healthy at the
moment.
One day I stood for a while watching two wrens in the
woods and then started looking at the ground, I have
said before in a previous article that the reduction in
aircraft and cars has made the air noticeably cleaner,
two species that has benefited from this are moss, and
lichen (I’m not sure how to tell moss from lichen to be
honest)! This year not only has the moss (or lichen)
been more plentiful but it has been a most beautiful
shade of emerald green.

I want to finish by mentioning two outstanding sightings, the first was a
stonechat, for a while I had seen this little brownish bird and knew that it
wasn’t one of the species that I see all the time, but as is always the case
with little brown birds, they are hard to tell
apart and I didn’t know what it was.
However, one day it stood still as if it knew
that I wanted to see it clearly.
The second sighting was a large flock of
Lapwing or Peewits
flying overhead, these birds used to be so
common around here and seeing their
distinctive shape in flight reminded me so well
of my childhood, I hope they are making a
comeback.
More next time…………………………….

Anthony Pigg
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CUSTOM AT THE ROYSTON SHOP
DELIVER

WE ALSO
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Royal British Legion
Club
Hall for hire
Fully stocked
bar available
Mill Rd, Royston
Tel- 01763 244560
Emailroystonrbl@gmail.com
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