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PRAYER FOR OUR
COMMUNITY
Loving God, we thank you for
your many blessings since
our church fire. We ask that
as the months progress we
will stay united as your body.
Protect us from distraction as
we seek to re-build your
beautiful House of Prayer,
and grant us courage to
witness to your generous
love to all whom we meet.
Amen.

Memorial book
Newlings of Royston have
very kindly given a home to
our Memorial Book.
Please feel welcome to visit
Newlings (Fish Hill) to view
the book and pay your
respects to a loved one.
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.

DAILY HOPE offers music, prayers and
reflections as well as full worship services
from the Church of England at the end of a
telephone line. A Church of England
initiative in partnership with
CONNECTIONS at Holy Trinity Claygate,
and Faith in Later Life.
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has
been set up particularly with those unable to join online church
services during the period of restrictions in mind. “With many in
our country on lockdown, it’s important that we support those
who are feeling lonely and isolated, whatever age they are"
Archbishop Justin Welby.
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Eco Church – working to net zero by 2030
by Clare Davies
In February 2020, the General Synod of the Church of England made a bold
resolution to achieve Net Zero Carbon emissions by 2030 – some 15 years earlier
than the original proposed target. This is good news but I was left wondering how
it was going to be achieved within less than ten years! When I learned that the
Diocese of St Albans was hosting a one day Eco Church conference in October I
signed up to attend (on line, of course!) and find out more about what it means for
each parish to play its part. In this magazine article, I shall give a brief summary of
that conference and introduce the resulting “Eco Church Committee” which we
have set up at our parish church in response to the call to action from Bishop Alan.
Eco Church “Working Together to Net Zero” Conference – held 10th October 2020
At the time of writing this article, all the talks can still be viewed on this website:
https://www.facebook.com/ecochurchcon/
The first talk that I attended explained the Eco Church scheme. This was set up in
2006 by the charity A Rocha UK which encourages churches in England and Wales
who want to demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s earth and helps
them to take action to avoid the terrible consequences of global warming. Eco
church provides a practical tool kit of resources and a series of awards to celebrate
progress towards achieving carbon neutrality. There are already 3,000 churches
enrolled on the scheme. Eco church has a “Call for action” with activities in various
categories including:
•
•
•
•
•

Worship and Teaching. Celebrate God’s creation in worship.
Energy Switch your church clean, renewable energy. Encourage
sustainability, recycling, etc.
Land - Use church land effectively e.g. maybe set up beehives, make a
sensory space, plant trees, etc.
Community and Global Engagement. Lobby MPs, campaign on global
issues, debate on food and farming, campaign with Tear Fund and Christian
Aid.
Lifestyle. Encourage ethical investment of own and church funds.

The next session was a panel event, in which the host church described how
Churches Together in Leighton Buzzard/Linslade have undertaken various
successful Eco Church projects in their area.
The plenary session “Reaching net zero by 2030: the national picture at the
Church of England” explained how the General Synod responded to the seminal
2018 IPCC report on the effect of 1.5° and 2°C warming by passing the resolution
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for the Church to achieve net zero emissions by 2030. Note that this does not just
cover churches, but also Church Schools, parsonages, church halls and church
house. Although the Church of England has some of the most sustainable buildings
in Britain – some used continuously since the 6th century - our carbon footprint is
significant. The Church carries out energy audits which show that heating is the
major source of church energy use (84%). Various suggestions were made for
action plans with the top five being: to switch to 100% renewable energy, install
energy efficient lighting, optimise heat settings, install an efficient and long-lived
heating system and fit draught proofing. We were all called upon to develop a
baseline audit of our carbon footprint and to develop a plan of action, framing
everything within a theological context: “This is God’s work”.
This was followed by a Workshop on a Zero Carbon Church in which each church
was encouraged to build a “Net Zero team”, with representation from all areas,
support from senior leaders, engaging expertise from our local community and
bringing everyone on the journey. Each team would need to work out the scope of
what is included in their net zero target, assess the scale of action needed by
assessing where they stand with each element and what issues they are going to
address, and then come up with a plan based on available resources – and find out
what a feasible timescale looks like! Their recommendation was that churches
should do this by carrying out the Eco Church survey, researching zero carbon case
studies and signing up for Climate Sunday.
Over lunchtime there were a number of other sessions – I watched an interesting
short film describing the amazing lives of swifts (in their lifetime they fly a distance
equivalent to flying to the moon and back seven times!) and how installing swift
boxes in your church belfry can help stop the dramatic decline in their numbers.
The afternoon of the conference consisted of a variety of workshops. I attended A
vision of a zero carbon church building which gave practical examples of churches
that had already achieved carbon neutraility. We were shown a picture of St
Michael’s Withington, which was Britain’s first zero carbon church. Contrary to
what you might expect, this was not a modern church, but a typical medieval
church. Historic churches such as this were built of local materials with low
embodied carbon, have solid walls with high thermal mass which retains heat, large
windows with high solar gain, and grounds for planting vegetation and supporting
wildlife and biodiversity. Starting from this foundation, a route to net zero was
outlined, with many suggestions, including:
•
•
•

to ensure the church is well-maintained (fix broken windows etc, fix the roof,
avoid damp – keep gutters clear).
buy renewable energy via Parish Buying, using the C of E buying power to get
good tariffs.
waste less (use LED floodlights and path lights, install water butts, tackle heat
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•
•
•

loss from windows and draught proof the doors, install bike racks and easy
car charging in your church car park, match heating timings to use).
use low carbon heating, electricity if possible.
investigate whether we can generate electricity via solar panels.
finally: can we offset the rest (e.g. sponsor projects to get rid of fuel stoves
etc).

The talk concluded by urging each church to calculate their church’s carbon
footprint, to use the practical guidance published by the Church of England,
complete the Eco Church Survey and develop an action plan. The final workshop
showed us how to use the on-line 360carbon (Carbon Footprint Tool) designed for
use by churches to enable them to measure their carbon emissions.
Follow up – Royston Parish Church’s first steps to Net Zero
Inspired by the conference, I reported back to the PCC what I had learnt, and
passed on the call for action from Bishop Alan that we should all take concrete
action to reduce the carbon footprint of our church buildings, vicarages and our
own homes. In November, our PCC agreed to the following actions:
1.

2.

3.

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

We have passed a resolution for our parish church to achieve net zero by
2030. This is a daunting commitment to make as, right now, we cannot be
sure how we will do this, but if we are to achieve it, we need to resolve to
make this a priority.
We have just signed up to the Eco Church and Carbon 360 schemes – these
will give us practical tips and help us log the data we need to baseline our
carbon footprint and measure our progress towards net zero
We have formed a “Net Zero/Eco-church team” for Royston Church with the
following remit:
To play our part in supporting the Church of England’s objective to be
carbon neutral by 2030.
To support the Diocese of St Albans in its Eco Church project.
To reduce the carbon footprint of St John the Baptist Royston, working to
achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.
To encourage bio-diversity.
To encourage ecological and environmental awareness amongst the
congregation and wider community of Royston.
To ensure that St John the Baptist follows a policy of fair trade and to
encourage fair trade amongst the congregation and the wider community of
Royston.

If anyone reading this article is keen to get involved and help, please join our Eco
Church committee! Get in touch with me at Clare.Davies@cantab.net to find out
more!
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Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church.
Articles printed in this publication may not represent
the views of the church or of all the members. Final
date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to
publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters,
sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclusion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If
you submit a piece from another publication please
make sure you get written permission to use it. The
editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as
they see fit. Entries included on a first-come, firstserved basis – we have limited space each issue, so
get your entries in quickly!

Carolyn Rutherford
Dog Groomer

Contact: Huw Jenkins
chair@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk
07855 311192
Tel: 01763 662109

t:

e:
f:

07759 090045
carolyn@teds-place.co.uk
doggroomingattedsplace

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year……..
Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com
Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on 07717 800330
Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for
you to receive the magazine
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Why not pay a visit
to our Website?

WHEELERS

ANTIQUES

Lots of valuable
information and
links.

Www.roystonparish
church.org.uk
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PARISH LETTER

REG BAILEY

Dear Friends
I don’t know about you, but since I have had a word
processor on my computer, I am often amused by how
my fingers often manage to mistype things, or the
“auto-correction” facility kicks in to make my words a
bit more interesting, or maybe I’m just easily amused.
The start of this letter was no exception. Lent managed
to emerge as Nelt; perhaps a seemly mistake as this is the
time of year when we are asked to kneel to pray and
meditate on the coming trial, death and resurrection of
Jesus.

"Of course," said someone I know, "not so many of us
kneel these days." I wasn't sure if that was a reflection of
the times in which we live or a recognition that the old
knees aren't what they once were.

Kneeling does help us to look at things in a different way
though. The attitude of kneeling somehow brings a
different perspective to our time alone with God. It is
not just a physical difference, we are lower than normal,
but a real attitude difference, adopting an attitude of
awe towards our God who loved us so much He was
prepared to accept death on a cross.
Perhaps it is as well that we are kneeling down when
we think on this, as it takes some getting used to, the
idea that God's love breaks in so decisively to the world
and culminates in the Easter story.
Perhaps it is why we need the calm reflective time of
Lent, just to get used to the idea. It turns our worldview
upside down and can quite throw us off balance.
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It can be good to be thrown off balance though. When we
moved home, I sorted out the books I had acquired over
the years, and after Christmas I resolved to put them into
some sort of order on the shelves rather than simply
being put into the first available space. The trouble with
this is you revisit all the books and recall why you
bought them in the first place, so it is a long process. One
such book was on Salvador Dali’s surrealist art; several of
the paintings made me think very differently about the
world, they threw me off balance, they altered my
perspective. A second book was by the poet Steve Turner
who does the same with words; his poem “TV dinner”
asks “why don’t we watch sandwiches and eat TV’s?” It
changes our perspective doesn’t it?
The death of Jesus on the cross has a different perspective
for us, separated as we are by knowing that this death
was followed by resurrection. But to Jesus himself the
sense of abandonment by His father must have felt
totally different. Did He feel there was no one to answer
His cries? No one to hear His sense of being really, truly
alone?
For me, the season of Lent is a time to reflect how those
events must have looked from a different perspective.
And year-by-year, I am reassured that God does know
how it feels to be cut off. We may not kneel very often,
and it may seem that everyone we know has this
wonderful relationship with God. But for my part, I
want to say I don’t always recognise this God who speaks
so clearly in response to prayers. Sometimes I feel as
though there is no one there. But Lent reminds me; he
really does know how it feels to be cut off, He does
understand what it feels like to feel no one is there.
After all He’s been there.
And that is worth kneeling down for.
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FOCUS ON MISSION TEARFUND
Tearfund is a Christian charity which partners with churches in more than
50 of the world’s poorest countries. It tackles poverty and injustice
through sustainable development, by responding to disasters and
challenging injustice. Tearfund believes that an end to extreme poverty
is possible.
We all long for home. Somewhere we can belong, feel safe and grow.
Yet across the Middle East, homes have been shattered by years of
conflict. Millions of people are having to raise their families in cramped
conditions in refugee camps, lacking the basic essentials. Tearfund is
working where life every day is a struggle to survive.
For many people in the north-east of Ethiopia, the impact of climate
change is devastating. They used to expect rain for up to four months a
year, but now it only falls in August. People do not have enough water to
survive – it is an issue of life or death.
No one should have to go to bed thirsty. ‘Whenever there is no rainfall,
our animals die as there is no grass or water.’ But there is good news.
Tearfund is changing lives, by working with local partner, Friendship
Support Association (FSA), to set up solar-powered wells that will
provide clean water closer to communities. This will help to restore hope
and give new life for all who live there.
We know of the anguish suffered in the United Kingdom because of
coronavirus. Many lives are at stake as the virus hits refugee camps and
war-torn countries like Yemen, Syria and South Sudan. Refugees and
families who have fled violence and hunger now face a new deadly
threat. Many are living in crowded camps with little access to medical
care, clean water or enough food. They are extremely vulnerable to
coronavirus. Tearfund is with them.
Tearfund knows that poverty isn’t part of God’s plan. People are
suffering and this cannot be ignored. God calls us to act, so Tearfund
goes to some of the world’s most challenging countries and stays there
for as long as needed. Its aim is to see lives restored to their full Godgiven potential, working through the local church to empower and equip
people to lift themselves out of poverty.
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This work has been going on for 50 years – seeing amazing success and
lives completely transformed.
2.5 million people received life-changing support in the last year alone.

OUR OTHER MISSION NEWS
St. John the Baptist Church has an agreed policy to set aside 10% of our
regular stewardship income to give to missions and charities. For 2020,
including Gift Aid tax relief, that meant that around £10,000 was available for donation.
When choosing which missions and charities to support we follow the
diocesan principles of Living God’s Love by Making New Disciples, Going
Deeper Into God, and Transforming Communities.
Through the personal contacts and interests of church members we
have over the years established a list of missions we support. In normal
times several of them send guest speakers to keep us in touch, and we
actively promote the missions through our notices, prayer diary, leaflets
and the website. We hope that individual church members too will pray
for and support them.
Each year the Missions Committee of the P.C.C. reviews the list and
considers making adjustments. It is a difficult task - there is so much
spiritual and material need in the world, and there are so many good
causes deserving of our support. For 2020 we agreed on a list of 15
missions and charities, and tried to achieve a balance between :
- large ones such as Tearfund and small ones such as 28TooMany,
- home missions such as Church Army, overseas missions such as Church
Mission Society and very local missions such as BRAVE Trust,

- and between missions promoting the gospel such as the Bible Society,
and others relieving suffering such as the Leprosy Mission.
We also keep some funds in reserve in case of unforeseen urgent
requests or for disaster relief which might occur during the year ahead.
The Missions Committee will be meeting (virtually) early in the new year
to decide our priorities for 2021. Of course the coronavirus pandemic has
had a serious impact on all charities, and the needs in the coming year
will be acute.
Duncan Rodgers
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Gardening Tips for March
•

Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes

•

Top dress containers with fresh compost

•

Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)

•

Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow)

•

Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters

•

Open the greenhouse or conservatory doors and vents on warm days

•

Frosts can still be a hazard, so keep vulnerable plants protected at night

•

Remove moss and weeds from paths, terraces and driveways.

•

Clean and repair your garden tools

•

Book the lawn mower in for a service

•

Check garden furniture for any rot

•

When warm enough, treat sheds, fences and trellis with wood preservative

•

Plant and move evergreen shrubs, conifers and trees

•

Plant evergreen hedges such as laurel, yew and box

•

Keep newly planted shrubs, trees and hedges well watered

•

Feed woody plants with general purpose fertiliser

•

Finish pruning your roses and spray against black spot and mildew

•

Don’t put infected plants on the compost heap - burn them

•

Prune hydrangeas snip off old stems bearing deadheads

•

If it is very wet keep off the lawn to avoid damage

•

Reseed bare patches, neaten the edges

•

Protect new spring shoots from slugs
14

January 2021 by Marion Smith
Well, here we are,
9 months on,
And wouldn’t we all have thought by now,
That the virus would be gone!
Lock down’s ON.
Lock down’s OFF.
We have to social distance,
So that we don’t get the cough.
We have learnt to Zoom,
Which is done from a room.
In the Summer the garden got more attention,
And plants were in full bloom.
Christmas soon came,
And with it more bad news, mixing was to blame.
Stay behind the door – we are now in Tier 4!
Once again, we are missing our families and friends,
Will these restrictions ever end?
After months of testing a jab is in sight,
And we thank those who have committed to make things right.
Our online church services have been like a welcome friend,
Reminding that God is always with us, and will be to the end.
Hopefully our re-gained freedom will soon come along,
As Corona has been going on for far too long!

F A L
S WE
O N B

Word puzzle
How many words of 4 letters or more can
you make from these letters all including
the central letter. No proper names, plurals,
adverbs, conjugated verbs (past tense etc)
comparatives or superlatives.
Target 26 words answers on page 24
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A Little, Light Literature for Lockdown or Lent?
Looking for some good reading matter for the coming weeks?
I have a suggestion and at more than 500 pages, it will keep
you going for a number of hours.

The author, Tom Holland is a historian who specializes in the
Greek and Roman periods. However, he recognised that our
understanding of those classical times is seen through 2000
years of Christian history. So, he set out to better understand
the development of Christianity. The result is this book:
Dominion – The Making of the Western Mind
A dense and dusty history you may be thinking. Think again and listen to some of
the critics:
•
•
•

[Holland encapsulates] so much, so intelligently and entertainingly in a
book that’s fizzing with ideas. Andrew Lycett
There isn’t a page of this magnificent book that does not contain some
fascinating detail and the narrative is held together with a novelist’s eye for
character and theme. Tim Stanley
Written with terrific learning, enthusiasm and good humour, Holland’s
book is not just supremely provocative, but often very funny. Dominic
Sandbrook

And not just very readable and entertaining:
•

•
•

It’s not often you come across a book that completely transforms your
understanding of the world. The Spectator
A brilliant meditation on how Christianity in its Latin and Protestant forms
entirely changed the way humans conceive life and their relationship to
each other. Helen Thompson
A masterpiece of scholarship and storytelling. John Gray

It helps the reader understand how pre-Christian cultures and, even more so, the
growth of Christianity have shaped our present ways of thinking, living and
organizing our communities. It also raises questions about how Christians should
live in the light of their faith today.
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Perhaps one of the most enduring questions, and still very relevant today, is how
Christians balance the sometimes-conflicting guidance obtained from three distinct
sources:
1)
from their understanding of the Bible,
2)
from the traditions and teaching of the Church and
3)
from the leading of the Holy Spirit.
If anyone decides to read the book, or has already read it, I would be very happy to
have a conversation about that question or any other issues the book raises.
Even if you don’t get around to reading the book, perhaps this Lent could be a time
when we could reflect on the essence of our faith in three ways:
1)
what aspects of our faith are essential to our relationship with God,
2)
what aspects are perhaps not essential but are nevertheless helpful to our
life of faith and
3)
what aspects are not essential and may even get in the way of our
relationship with God. Again, if anyone is interested, I am happy to talk. I
would have no expectation that we would have to agree on the answers!
Blessings and happy reading and thinking!
Jim Dalgleish

james.dalgleish@talk21.com

THE NEW PENCIL
A pencil-maker gave five important lessons to the new pencil before putting
it in the box:
1.

Everything you will do will always leave a mark.

2.

You can always correct the mistakes you make.

3.

What is important is what is inside you.

4.

In life you will undergo painful sharpenings, which will only make you
better.

5.

To be the best pencil you must allow yourself to be guided by the
hand that holds you.

FAITH IS LIKE WI-FI
It is invisible but it has the power to connect you to what you
need.
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Amazing Facts………...
•

The word "queue" is the only word in the English language that is still
pronounced the same way when the last four letters are removed.

•

Beetles taste like apples, wasps like pine nuts, and
worms like fried bacon.

•

Of all the words in the English language, the word
'set' has the most definitions!

•

What is called a "French kiss" in the English speaking
world is known as an "English kiss" in France.

•

"Almost" is the longest word in the English language with all the
letters in alphabetical order.

•

"Rhythm" is the longest English word without a vowel.

•

In 1386, a pig in France was executed by public
hanging for the murder of a child

•

A cockroach can live several weeks with its
head cut off!

•

Human thigh bones are stronger than concrete.

•

You can't kill yourself by holding your breath

•

There is a city called Rome on every continent.

•

Your heart beats over 100,000 times a day!

•

Horatio Nelson, one of England's most illustrious
admirals was throughout his life, never able to
find a cure for his sea-sickness.

•

The skeleton of Jeremy Bentham is present at all important meetings
of the University of London
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•

Right handed people live, on average, nine years longer than lefthanded people

•

Your ribs move about 5 million times a year, everytime you breathe!

•

The elephant is the only mammal that can't jump!

•

One quarter of the bones in your body, are in your feet!

•

Like fingerprints, everyone's tongue print is different!

•

The first known transfusion of blood was performed as early as
1667, when Jean-Baptiste, transfused two pints of blood from a
sheep to a young man

RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE
If you have any concerns please contact me
Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone : 01462 486074
or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com
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SAINT OF THE MONTH: ST. BLAISE 3RD FEBRUARY
The original evidence about St. Blaise is rather
unreliable, but he is believed to have been the
bishop of Sebaste in Armenia, and to have been
martyred around the year 316.
According to legend he was born into a wealthy
noble Christian family, and appointed a bishop at
quite a young age. A period of persecution of
Christians began under the emperor Licinius and
Blaise hid in a cave, living as a hermit unharmed
amongst wild animals, some of which he healed.
Once a woman brought him her son who was on the point of death with
a fishbone stuck in his throat, and Blaise healed him.
He was eventually discovered by the emperor’s men who were out
hunting. They were astonished that he was living safely, surrounded by
animals. Refusing to recant his Christian faith he was thrown into prison,
where he was brought food and candles by the woman whose boy he
had healed. Blaise underwent horrific tortures, including being torn by
iron wool combs (he became the patron saint of wool-combers) and was
eventually beheaded.
His cult does not seem to have developed in the west until the 8th.
Century, but he became one of the most popular saints in the middle
ages, as one of the “Fourteen Holy Helpers”, saints prayed to for
intercession against various diseases, in this case against diseases of the
throat. The Blessing of St. Blaise began in the 16th. Century, in which two
candles are placed on the throat of the sufferer.
Several churches in southern England are dedicated to St. Blaise and his
name is the derivation of the town of St. Blazey in Cornwall. Many
churches throughout Europe claim to possess relics of St. Blaise, in fact
enough to comprise a number of bodies.
In art he can be depicted as a hermit tending wild animals, healing the
choking boy, or with wool-combs or candles.
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SAINT OF THE MONTH: ST. PATRICK 17 MARCH
Patrick was born around the year 385 somewhere in the
west of Great Britain between the Clyde and the Severn.
His father Calpurnius was a Romano-British official and
deacon, and his grandfather a priest.
At the age of 16 Patrick was captured by a raiding party and carried off as
a slave to Ireland, where for 6 years he worked as a herdsman for an
Antrim chief called Milchu. During this period Patrick became a man of
religion and sincere prayer. He eventually escaped and reached Europe,
where after many adventures he trained for the priesthood under St.
Germanus of Auxerre. Called in a dream to return to Ireland, he went
there as a missionary bishop in 432.
His predecessor Palladius had made a rather ineffective mission to
evangelise Ireland, but it was Patrick who now had much success in
converting the Irish chiefs like King Laoghaire at Tara, County Meath. He
established his episcopal seat at Armagh, which became the centre of
Christianity in Ireland, and created a structure of territorial dioceses as
well as instigating the foundation of monasteries and nunneries.
Although regretting his own lack of higher education, he encouraged
scholarship and the study of Latin.
Contemporary evidence of his life comes from Patrick’s own writings, his
autobiography Confessio and his Letter to Coroticus. These reveal him to
be a modestly educated but passionately sincere man, convinced of his
divine mission : “I, Patrick, a sinner, am the most ignorant and of least
account among the faithful, despised by many …I owe it to God’d grace
that so many people should through me be born again”
The famous prayer, translated into a hymn, Lorica Sancti Patricii,
(St. Patrick’s Breastplate) is also attributed to him.
Later well-known legends associated with Patrick include his banishing of
snakes from Ireland, and his explaining the Holy Trinity by reference to
the shamrock. Towards the end of his life he made a retreat of forty days
on the mountain of Cruachan Aigli in Mayo, from which the ancient
21

Croagh Patrick pilgrimage derives. He died around 461, but the place of
his death and burial are not known for certain.
The cult of Patrick spread from Ireland to the many Irish monasteries in
Europe in the Middle Ages, numerous churches and others institutions
are dedicated to him, whilst in modern times his popularity has spread to
Australia, and to the United States, New York’s principal cathedral being
St. Patrick’s. In art he is usually shown as a bishop, often with snakes and
shamrock.

WORD SEARCH ON PRAYER
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CROSSWORD by DUNCAN RODGERS

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Group of atoms (8)
5. Medicinal or cooking plant (4)
8. Small point (3)
9. Appellation (4)
10. Satellite (4)
12. CO2 (6,7)
13. Reduce concentration (6)
14. 360° (6)
17. Chart of elements (8,5)
20. NaCl (4)
21. Places (Maths.)(4)
22. Speech signal (3)
23. School food (4)
24. Siblings (8)

1. Doctor (colloquial) (5)
2. To the side (7)
3. Mixture (10)
4. Greek letter (6)
6. Intestinal bacteria (1-4)
7. C6H6 (7)
11. Foot doctor (10)
13. Sediment (7)
15. Small compartment (7)
16. Stiffness, severity (6)
18. Leftover (5)
19. Odds or the opposite (5)

Answers page 24
23

ANSWERS
WORD PUZZLE
Alow, anew, bawl, bawn, below, blow, blown, bowel, bowl, elbow, fawn,
flaw, flow, fowl, lawn, news, slaw, slew, slow, snow, swab, swale swan,
wale, wane, weal, wean, wels, wolf, wolfsbane
CROSSWORD
Across
1. Molecule 5. Herb 8. Dot 9. Name 10. Moon 12. Carbon Dioxide
13. Dilute 14. Circle 17. Periodic Table 20. Salt 21. Loci 22. Cue
23. Tuck 24. Brothers
Down
1. Medic 2. Lateral 3. Concoction 4. Lambda 6. E-coli 7. Benzene 11.
Podiatrist 13. Deposit 15. Cubicle 16. Rigour 18. Relic 19. Evens

IN NEED OF SOME MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT?
Nicky Franzen-Vipers is a local mental health first aider who also
runs a local mental health peer support group which meets
on Zoom the first and third Thursday of each month.
All are welcome and it's free. For more details: https://
www.facebook.com/roystonrethink/

PARISH REGISTERS
Recently departed
Doreen Dunbar, Marjorie Watson, Audrey Cave, Michael Belton,
Deborah Horabin, Joe McDonald
May God Grant Them Eternal Rest
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Contact Information
CLERGY
Vicar:
Rev’d Heidi Huntley

Assistant Priest:
Rev’d John Fidler

243145
The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD
hahlive@gmail.com
(off duty on Friday)*
241886
8 Stamford Avenue, Royston
(off duty on Saturday)*

LICENSED READER
Reg Bailey

250637
regbailey@aol.com

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days

CHURCH WARDENS

CHURCH OFFICE

Nick Hindle
Clare Davies

Joanne Wallis
07935 774633
roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com

BELLRINGERS
Alan Curtis

242325
248787

222408

GIFT AID SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman

245273

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Louise Atkins
louiseatkins234@gmail.com

HOUSE GROUPS

CHURCH FLOWERS
Rosemary Dowling

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Revd. Heidi Huntley

243145

246911

245273

247270

CHURCH TREASURER
Phil Burchell

848937

MAGAZINE TEAM
Joanne Wallis

CRÉCHE
Mary Primett

243711

PCC SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman
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Sunday Services for 2021
Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated
No live services in Town Hall
To catch up on the On line services visit our website
www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk

Diary Dates
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Sunday Services for 2021
Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated
No live services in Town Hall
To catch up on the On line services visit our website
www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk

Diary Dates

Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments
The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick
and housebound when they receive a request—please contact the Vicar on 243145
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HEATH WATCH WITH HOLLY (THE LITTLE DOG)
Welcome to the twelfth in a series of dog walking
diaries, documenting the flora and fauna on the
beautiful heath as the seasons change.
November and December 2020
The final mild weather of October faded away and on the whole,
November was misty and often frosty. Flocks of seagulls could be seen
on the sports pitches, rose hips and other wild berries were plentiful and
the ivy leaves were shiny and the frozen grass brittle.
Sometimes things are so easy to see that you stop noticing them and I
realised that despite eleven articles I have never mentioned squirrels.
These charming little rodents are a joy to watch and for Holly great fun
to chase, although they always get away! The word squirrel comes from
the greek work “skiouros” which means “shadow tailed” a lovely and
most appropriate name.
The light is often different at this time of year
and sometimes it catches droplets on the
shrubs and they light up like decorations,
beauty is everywhere if you take a moment to
look around.
This year has certainly suited the fungi, I have
seen a lot more than usual including a bright
yellow toadstool which, if I’ve identified it
correctly, is Chanterelle mushroom
(Cantharellus cibarius). I also found a rather
odd fungus which was a type of coral fungus
called Culavaina rugosa. I have said before that
those of us interested in nature always have a
strong desire to identify and name animals, birds or plants and I often
wonder why just seeing it is not quite enough.
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I have also been wondering why this year has been so good for fungi and
I think it is because the climate has suited the deciduous trees so well
and there is a thick layer of decaying leaves all around the woods
nourishing the ground, (see the picture of Holly standing on the leaves I’m sure no two leaves were the same). Apparently there have been six
new varieties of fungi found at Heathrow airport this year, it is not just
Royston where fungi have been so successful. There was a lovely musty
scent in the woods, as the leaves decay. Days became grey and
nondescript and at times the mist became fog. Autumn was turning into
winter.
The golf course was closed due to the
pandemic and the dog walkers felt
privileged to walk on the fairways, I
stood for a while watching some long
tailed tits with their acrobatic flight and
saw the Mistletoe in the otherwise bare
Chestnut trees reminding me that
Christmas would soon be here.
December started with freezing fog and Holly started to shiver if I
stopped, even for a moment, to look at anything so we walked faster to
keep us both warm. I have a number of different routes on the heath and
I choose which one to take quite randomly, the paths were generally
muddy, I often walked to the side of the paths on the grass and the
mornings were darker. One day I found a really large grub maybe 3
inches long, I think it may have been a stag beetle grub, probably the
biggest insect grub I’ve ever seen.
As we got near Christmas a trader started selling Christmas trees near
the car park, such a nice sight and such a pleasant seasonal atmosphere.
There is always plenty to see on the heath I saw two microlight gliders
one day and a dozen or so ladies running dressed as elves the next.
Golfers soon returned and filled the course with renewed enthusiasm
after the enforced absence and on the 23rd December I got an email
from “Fitbit” (the smartwatch manufacturers) to say that since buying it
I have walked the length of the Great Wall of China, 8851 Km (about
5.500 miles)!
29

Christmas Eve was a lovely bright clear day; from the top of the heath
you could see for miles and miles. Christmas Day was busy with
walkers, joggers, children playing and a lot of dogs as the pandemic
restrictions had changed peoples plans and they took to the heath
instead greeting each other as they passed at a distance. The last two
days of the year were very cold indeed and the frost could have
mistaken for a fall of snow.
2020 draws to a close, we look back on a very difficult year. Nature
though continues to be a joy and a comfort, the seasons continue to
come and go as they always have done each one beautiful in its own
way and we start to look forward to 2021.
“All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be
well”
- St Julien of Norwich.
More next time…………………………….
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
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Royal British Legion
Club
Hall for hire
Fully stocked
bar available
Mill Rd, Royston
Tel- 01763 244560
Emailroystonrbl@gmail.com
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