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CHURCH PROGRESS UPDATE! 

OUR BELLS  HAVE BEEN RECAST! 
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PRAYER FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY 

 

Loving God, we thank you for 
your many blessings since 
our church fire. We ask that 
as the months progress we 
will stay united as your body. 
Protect us from distraction as 
we seek to  re-build your 
beautiful House of Prayer, 
and grant us courage to     
witness to your generous 
love to all whom we meet. 
Amen.    

Memorial book 

Newlings of Royston have 

very kindly given a home to 

our Memorial Book. 

Please feel welcome to visit 

Newlings (Fish Hill) to view 

the book and pay your         

respects to a loved one. 

Produced by the Editorial Team:    roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

www.roystonparishchurch.org.uk    Printed by  The PrintWorks, Bassingbourn, Cambs 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: 
We will be collecting filled shoe-
boxes for children again in the first 
week of November. These are the 
items we CANNOT include in our 
boxes: used or damaged items; 
war-related items such as toy 
guns, knives or military figures; 
seeds; sweets, chocolate or food 
items; toothpaste, lotions or     
liquids including bubbles;          
medicines; playing cards of the 4-
suit variety; religious or political 
literature; sharp or fragile items; 
books with mainly words. For    
information on where to deliver 
your boxes, between 16th to 23rd 
November please ring 
079350774633.                     
www.Samaritans-purse.org.uk.  
Let’s get packing! 
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.UNIDENTIFIED BY OLIVER PRIMETT (14) 

 
They’ll never find me. My hands felt cold in the dark streets of London. 
 
They got closer and closer until they were around ten metres away from 
me.  My gun lay in my pocket like a sleeping dragon ready to fire. They 
didn't find me, well at least not yet.  
 
I made it home and like a weasel I looked for supplies. My plane left in 
thirty minutes, I had to be fast. 
 
A shock of adrenaline ran in my veins as I got 
in my rouge-red Ferrari and sped off and      
before the police even saw me. 
 
Gone. 
 
Oliver won the Creative Writing Competition for 11-18 year olds. 
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CHURCH FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE – AN UPDATE 
 

It goes without saying that this has been a strange and unsettling few 
months for everybody. During all of this, work has continued with respect 
to the rebuilding and restoration of our church building. 
 
It is wonderful that “casual”, generous donations have now reached        
approximately £50,000. The PCC Fundraising subcommittee have been 
working hard, preparing various projects and applications, in order to     
ensure that significant money is available, in addition to that covered by 
insurance, in order that the building itself can be suitable as a                  
multi-purpose facility in today’s world, and a central part of the Royston 
community. 
 
Here are some updates of one or two things to expect in the very near    
future: 
 
Chairs 
 
Many people may already be aware that the 
“Howe” chair has now been chosen for us to 
use when the church reopens (see photos). This 

is a tremendously popular, 
comfortable, lightweight but 
strong chair, and is to be 
found in numerous church 
buildings throughout the 
world, including Canterbury, 
Salisbury and St Paul’s Ca-
thedrals. When these are 
purchased, it is expected 

that 10% will have arms. It is of great benefit 
that these chairs can be stacked efficiently, 
when necessary, allowing the adaptable and flexible use of the church 
space. There will be the opportunity for people to sponsor one or more of 
these chairs, at a cost of £250 per chair. Each chair sponsored can have a 
plaque in memory of a loved one, or to denote an individual or community 
group who have sponsored the purchase of the chair. We are confident 
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that these chairs will be an exciting, aesthetically attractive and practical 
feature of our church building.  
 
To express your interest in sponsoring a chair, please email: 
Ruth_Savage@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Christmas Cards 
 
We also plan to sell a Christmas card in aid of the church refurbishment 
fund. It is hoped that this and other items will be available on a St John the 
Baptist Stall on Royston Market, later this Autumn – the first date being 
24th October. 
 
Cookbook 
 
We are excited to announce that 
“Thoroughly Modern Beeton”, a new book 
of recipes, is in the final stages of          
preparation, and will go on sale very soon, 
priced at £10, in aid of the church          
refurbishment fund. The book contains 
more than 100 recipes, for a wide variety 
of dishes, provided by the people of 
Royston, and containing special             
contributions from Paul Hollywood, Carrie 
Grant, Sir Oliver Heald and The Bishop of 
St Alban’s.  Great Christmas present!!  
 
Bags, mugs, tea towels, notelets etc …….. 
 
We have recently been working with local artist, Nicky Paton, who grew up 
in the town and, as well as his work as an artist, is currently manager of 
Royston Cave. Nicky has worked hard and given generously of his time, to 
come up with a modern new design of the church, which we will be able to 
use on items such as reusable bags and other gift items, in order to raise 
funds for the church. We hope that these will be available very soon. 
More to follow in the next edition of the magazine ……. 
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Tel: 01763 662109 

Contact: Huw Jenkins       

chair@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk  

07855 311192 

Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church. 

Articles printed in this publication may not represent 

the views of the church or of all the members. Final 

date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to 

publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters, 

sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclu-

sion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If 

you submit a piece from another publication please 

make sure you get written permission to use it. The 

editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as 

they see fit. Entries included on a first-come,  first-

served basis – we have limited space each issue, so 

get your entries in quickly! 

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year…….. 

Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com 

Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on  07717 800330 

Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for 

you to receive the magazine 

Carolyn Rutherford 
Dog Groomer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
t: 07759 090045 
e: carolyn@teds-place.co.uk 
f:       doggroomingattedsplace 
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WHEELERS  

ANTIQUES 

 

Why not pay a visit 

to our Website?      

Lots of valuable                

information and 

links. 

Www.roystonparish 

church.org.uk 
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 Parish Letter  A Future and a Hope 
John Fidler 
 
My part-time driving job enables me to enjoy the countryside 
in Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire and Essex. It 
is noticeable that, as the harvest has been gathered in, how 
the fields have changed from green to golden to brown as now 
the land is being prepared for the next season. It is a reminder 
that these changes are a cycle and what seems now like the 
end is actually the beginning of something that will blossom 
and flourish next year. The covid19 virus has deprived us of 
many of our familiar routines and may seem like an end of so 
many things. We will, for example, be unable to celebrate  
Harvest Festival in our usual ways. There is much uncertainty, 
not only because of the pandemic, but Brexit is now coming to 
a critical stage and has its own uncertainties and we need to 
pray for integrity and wisdom in the decisions and             
negotiations being made on our behalf. However, the  cycle of 
nature and the harvest show us that new things come after 
change. The future is never the same as the past, but the     
future can be shaped by a consideration of the past. It has 
been said that those who ignore the  mistakes of history are 
destined to repeat them.  
 
To my mind, growing up, the NHS and British Railways had 
always existed, but both only came into existence a year or so 
before my birth. My grandchildren are growing up in a world 
where computer technology and a society dependent upon it 
are taken for granted, but which scares me. In fact, the young 
generation now probably doesn’t even think in terms of “a 
computer” because the technology is built in to their phones.    
Constant change is here to stay. Whilst we may find this      
un-nerving ( and I admit that I do ) it is not going to go away. 
However, these things are associated with life on this earth. 
The survival of the human race and the environment on 
which it depends require careful thought and those who draw 
attention to the perils of climate change caused by human   
activity need to be  listened to or the future will be bleaker 
than it need be. Life on this planet is finite: it will come to 
an end. Whether the approach of that end can be delayed       
depends on decisions made by those in leadership who have 
the power to change the ways in which the earth’s resources are 
used or abused. 
 
Against all the uncertainties and changes of this life, the 
Christian faith offers a view of an eternal life: a life beyond 
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and therefore a solid foundation on which to rely. One of our 
hymns, based on Psalm 34, invites us to focus on the God of 
life and eternity. “Through all the changing scenes of life, in 
trouble and in joy, the praises of my God shall still my heart 
and tongue employ. …  fear Him, you saints, and you will then 
have nothing else to fear.” This is living out eternal life 
whilst living our mortal lives. The future and the hope offered 
to believers is that the eternal lifestyle we practice now will 
continue once this life is ended, whether that be at our     
departure from this life or when the world has gone beyond 
its “best before “ date and is no more. 
 
Amidst so much uncertainty and the anxieties it creates, the 
Christian faith has a view of the long-term future. It is in 
God’s hands. In the context of offering a philosophy of life and 
how it should be regulated, Proverbs 23 v18 and 24 v14 both 
tell us “There is surely a future hope for you, and your hope 
will not be cut off”.   

RDCT Recruiting Drive 
 
Royston and District Community Transport have volunteer 
drivers using their own vehicles to transport people who  

cannot easily use public transport. Of course, most of our drivers are retired – and 
indeed many are over 70. This has lead to a current problem as the Government 
recommended over 70s did not do community driving in the initial lock-down   
period, and still recommends over 70s to be cautious. 
 
As we emerge from the earlier strict restrictions we are getting more requests for 
transport – hospitals, doctors, dentists and opticians are offering more               
appointments, and we can now take people shopping and on social trips –     
providing the journey time is, at the most, 15 minutes, but we are beginning to 
fear we will not have enough drivers to meet all requests. 
 
With this in mind we are asking for more volunteers – even if you can only manage 
a day here and there it will be of help. Drivers get 50p per mile (starting from your 
home) to cover fuel and running costs – and the pleasure of helping others! 
 
If you think you can be of help, and have a medium or larger 4-door car, please ring 
our office (01763 245228) between 9:00am and 3:00pm to get more information. 
Registered in England & Wales, No. 6744379, and limited by guarantee. Registered 
charity No. 1127052 
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SAINT OF THE MONTH: ST. HEDWIG - 16TH OCTOBER 

To fans of the books and films of Harry Potter, the name Hedwig will conjure up 
the image of Harry’s pet owl, but those of us more interested in the church history 
of 13th. Century Poland think of St. Hedwig, the aunt of St. Elizabeth of Hungary. 

Hedwig (locally Jadwiga) was born in 1174, the daughter of Count Berthold III of 
Andechs.  

At the age of 12 she married Duke Henry I of Silesia, with whom she had 7         
children, whose quarrels caused their parents considerable distress at times. Her 
husband was a religious man who encouraged and helped his wife in her           
numerous charitable enterprises. 

She was prominent in the founding of several religious houses, most notably the 
Cistercian nunnery at Trebnitz near Breslau (now Wraclow) which was the first 
convent for women in Silesia. 

When her husband became involved in wars, Hedwig was able to act as a           
peacemaker. Her son Henry was killed leading his troops against Tartar  invaders, 
an event which she had been able to prophecy (other prophesies and miracles 
were attributed to her by her biographers). Following her  husband’s death in 1238 
she retired to live in the convent at Trebnitz, devoting herself to the spiritual and    
material welfare of local people, using her wealth to relieve poverty and suffering. 

Legends associated with Hedwig include that she went barefoot in winter, she 
gave poor girls a trousseau for their wedding, she brought candles to prisoners in 
their cells, she bathed her children in the water used for washing the feet of nuns, 
she gained compensation for villages damaged by warfare and exemption for the 
people from paying taxes. 

Hedwig died in 1243 and was canonised in 1267, her body is at Trebnitz with other 
relics at Andechs, and at St. Hedwig’s Cathedral in Berlin. She is venerated 
throughout Poland, Hungary, Bohemia, Austria and France. 

In art she is often shown as a married matron in a long girdled dress, sometimes as 
a duchess, sometimes a Cistercian sister 
(although she never became a nun) and     
sometimes barefoot. 

Here she is depicted on a German postage 
stamp : 
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SAINT OF THE MONTH: ST ALBERT THE GREAT - 
NOVEMBER 
 

Albert was one of the great minds of the Middle 
Ages ;  theologian, preacher, writer, philosopher, 
scientist and teacher, he numbered St Thomas 
Aquinas as one of his pupils. 

Born to a noble family in Swabia (Germany) in 1200, 
Albert studied at the University of Padua and then, 
against his family’s wishes, he joined the newly-
founded Order of Preachers. He successively 
lectured in several German priories, took a Master’s degree in Theology in Paris, 
was director of studies for the whole Dominican order, Bishop of Regensburg, and 
for the last 12 years of his life a teacher of theology at Cologne.  

He died in 1280 and was buried at St. Andreas, Cologne. Commonly called Universal 
Teacher or Universal Doctor, he was beatified in 1622 and canonised as late as 
1931, when he was named by the Pope both as a Doctor of the Church and patron 
saint of students of natural sciences, having “that rare and divine gift, scientific 
instinct, in the highest degree”. 

Albert was a prodigious writer and left 38 volumes of treatises covering astronomy, 
chemistry, geography, geology, botany and physiology as well as numerous 
theological works, the main one being his Summa. He is noted for his recognition of 
the autonomy of human reason in its own sphere, of the validity of knowledge 
gained from sense-experience, and the value of Aristotle’s philosophy in 
systematising theology. He believed that just as God transcends his Creation, so 
does the human soul transcend the body, and that the essence of the soul was the 
human intellect.  

However, one legend is that shortly before his death his knowledge deserted him, 
making him realise that it too is a divine gift.  

Here are some words of Albert : If your desire and aim is to reach the destination of 
the path and home of true happiness, of grace and glory, by a straight and safe way, 
then earnestly apply your mind to seek constant purity of heart, clarity of mind and 
calm of the senses. 

In art he is often depicted in Dominican habits, with writing instruments, or as a 
bishop, a scholar at a desk, or a teacher.         
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A NEVER-ENDING JOURNEY?  Milly & Jim Dalgleish. 
 
Each summer for over 50 years we have trekked north to Scotland to visit 
family and friends in the Perth/Dundee area, where Jim spent his early 
years. Of course, over the years, as in most families, things change – sadly 
some are no longer there, but joyfully there are often new members to 
welcome. 
 
In the areas we visit many things are the same – as a reminder of the    
continuity from the past. Others have changed – for better or worse. It 
occurred to us that the many churches we come across on our travelling 
fall into one or other of these categories. 
 
The town of St Andrews, one of our favourite places, usually thrives with 
overseas golfing visitors – mainly from the USA or Japan. They are        
overwhelmed to be on this hallowed ground, and, as 1st tee and 18th hole 
are near to the public footpath, it is fascinating to watch so many photos 
being taken for family back home. This year very few golfers were in evi-
dence and the town was much more subdued. 

 
However, the cathedral and castle, close to 
the sea, although long ruined, do still      
remain and are now peaceful spots to rest. 
Not so in the 15th and 16th centuries when 
other visitors received a far less peaceful 
welcome. Pavel Kravar (1433) and George 
Wishart (1546) were burnt at the stake for 
standing up for Protestantism against the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Jim was born not far away in Dundee and, 
over 70 years ago, was baptised there at 
the Wishart Memorial Church, thus 

starting a somewhat fluctuating Christian journey of many years and over 
400 miles to Sawston United Reformed Church, where he was nurtured, 
responded to Jesus and later felt the call to ordination. 
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Wishart Memorial Church also aided the faith journey of Mary Slessor 
(1848-1915), a missionary and magistrate who worked from the church 
building among the poor of Dundee before travelling far more than 400 
miles to Calabar, Nigeria, to spread the Christian faith and help all in need. 

Nowadays the church is the home of Dundee Mixed 
Martial Arts, although Wishart’s likeness remains over 
the door. As happens so often these days, many 
churches, once thriving, are re-purposed or ruined. 
 
Over the River Tay in the small town of Newport stand 
3 churches of different denominations, barely 5 
minutes’ walk apart. All were once   thriving. Two are 
still open for worship, and one is especially active with 
a coffee shop selling Fairtrade goods, and with a     
children’s summer Christian 
holiday club each year. The 
third church, with excellent 

views over the river, is being changed into a set of 
upmarket apartments (one with the tower!). 
 
The Christian faith is still alive and active in all of 
these places (and many others) but often not in 
the original buildings and format. As we at St 
John’s look forward to a new start for our ancient 
building, we might wonder what new things God 
has planned for us all on this part of our           
never-ending journey with him. 
 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 
Shared by Liz Salmon from the Monday evening Homegroup: 
"We must be willing to let go of the life we have planned, so as 
to accept the one that is waiting for us." 
    Joseph Campbell, American Professor of Literature 

Shared from the Bible: 

Jesus is the one waiting for us, who came "that we may have 

life, and have it to the full."    John 10:10 
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Admission of 2020 churchwardens 

You may remember that at our APCM back in March, just before lockdown, 
Nick Hindle and Clare Davies were elected as Royston’s churchwardens.   

In normal times they would then formally have been admitted into the 
office of churchwarden at a special service called a “visitation” along with 
other churchwardens in the Archdeaconry.   Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
these services could not go ahead as planned.  Instead, Bishop Alan has 
now appointed the Priest of each parish as his substitute to admit      
Churchwardens into office.  So, in early September, Heidi held suitably   
socially distanced ceremonies with Nick and Clare, who are now duly sworn 
in as Royston’s churchwardens. 

Word puzzle 

How many words of 4 letters or more can you make 

from these letters all including the central letter. No 

proper names, plurals, adverbs, conjugated verbs 

(past tense etc) comparatives or superlatives. 

Target 28  words answers on page 24 

L A W 

D P N 

A M S 
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 A BREAK TO HUMBERSTON      
MARION AND MARTIN SMITH 
 
On 7th August, Martin and I had our first little break since lockdown started at a 
Haven caravan site in Humberston near Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire.  The 3 night 
break was booked for March this year but obviously was cancelled and           
rebooked once the restrictions were lifted in July.   
 
After managing to avoid many miles of stationery traffic 
on the A14, due to an overturned container lorry, we 
drove to the village of Winterton first to lay flowers on 
Martin's family graves and then on to Grimsby to kill 
time as we were allocated an arrival slot at the caravan 
site for 5-6pm.  We have stayed at the same caravan site 
last year and on the way we visited the Fishing Heritage 
Centre in Grimsby which was a very interesting and fun 
museum and we wanted to visit again this year, but due to Covid restrictions 
the museum was sadly closed. 
 
When we arrived at the caravan site, we were checked in, in the car park and 
drove to our nominated caravan. There was a seal across the door, indicating 
that the cleaning team had been in and thoroughly cleaned the caravan which 
was very reassuring in the current situation. The whole caravan was spotless 
and in almost new condition. 

 
We did a couple of nice walks from the 
caravan.  One took us along the   
promenade into the town of            
Cleethorpes where we booked a table 
at the very nice Papa's Fish Restaurant 
on Cleethorpes pier for the 
eveing.  This restaurant has large  
chandelier type lights and serves delicious fish and chips 

and other choices on the menu. 
 
We took a ride on the Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway which runs along the 
side of the promenade. 
 
All too quickly our 3 nights had come to an end and it was time to return 
home.  A very relaxing weekend and nice to have a change of scenery from our 
house and garden ! 



 18 

 

MY YEAR ABROAD EXPERIENCE: CUBA – PART I 

ALEX FICE 

When I wrote my previous article about working for the Italian National 
Trust during my Year Abroad (an obligatory part of my degree in Modern 
Languages studying Italian and Spanish), the world was a very different 
place. I had just arrived in Cuba and was slowly beginning to explore   
Havana which was to be my home for the next seven months. Those  
early days were a real challenge as I struggled with my first ever           
experience of intense homesickness, due in part to the stress of getting 
ready for such a big move over Christmas, but mainly because of the 
enormous culture shock. I was suddenly thrown into a different world 
and a city that literally never sleeps: each night I would lie awake in bed 
listening to the sounds of people shouting to each-other across            
balconies, cats and dogs fighting, loud cars and motorcycles roaring 
down the street suddenly, and the sound of Reggaeton* blasting from 
portable speakers as Havana’s residents took advantage of the cooler 
climate of the middle of the night. My homesickness soon eased once I 
was joined by two other students from the UK and with whom I was able 
to enjoy doing lots of sightseeing before the University semester began.  

 
The University of Havana is an iconic      
building in the heart of Vedado,       
Havana’s modern district where the 
main tourist hotels are found, such as 
the Hotel Nacional and Hotel Capri. As 
you approach the University from the 
main road of San Lazaro, my local high
-street, you are greeted with the sight 
of an immense staircase leading up to 
the outstretched arms of the bronze 

Alma Mater statue, set against the backdrop of beautiful neo-classical 
buildings and perched on top of la Colina (the largest hill in the city). 
From the top you get fantastic views across the city and towards the sea. 
In this main section of the University is a shady square flanked by the 
main departments, including the Faculty of Law where Fidel Castro   
studied.  
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I belonged to the Faculty of Arts and Letters, located towards the very 
back of the campus. Perhaps it was this rather isolated position that 

made our  Faculty building particularly 
vulnerable to theft: The Faculty had  
already been broken into three times 
this academic year,  resulting in the loss 
of several computers. I think it’s fair to 
say that the building is  rather unloved, 
with smashed windows, broken    
benches and out-of-use toilets.         
However, it was the   students and the 
staff that brought the place to life, with 

students gathering outside classrooms for a catch-up and a smoke       
before class and teachers brimming with enthusiasm for their  subject.  
 
I was able to sample a wide range of classes in the first two weeks of 
term while I decided on what classes I wanted to take, from Cuban       
Cinema and Audio Visual Media, to Cuban History, Caribbean Art and Afro     
Caribbean studies. I eventually settled on Latin American Literature,    
Cuban Art and Catalan. The teaching for these classes was excellent and I 
found it was a great opportunity to try something new. In Cuban Art we 
studied Cuban painters as well as Cuban Architecture and Monuments 
(of which there are many in Havana), which helped me to engage more 
with the city when I went exploring. 
 
Whilst attending the University was the justification for going to Cuba on 
our Year Abroad, my friends and I all 
agreed that the main reason for      
choosing Cuba was to experience a       
completely different culture and get to 
visit some  incredible locations. There is 
no doubt that Havana is an iconic city, 
with references to the Revolution and             
Revolutionary figures such as Fidel     
Castro, Che Guevara and José Martí   
everywhere you go. Large painted      
letters on walls spell out Viva Cuba Libre and reference famous quotes by 
Castro that serve as a constant reminder that you are in a country that 
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has witnessed some truly unforgettable moments in the world’s history, 
from the success of the Cuban Revolution in 1959, to the Bay of Pigs  
invasion in 1961, followed by the Nuclear Missile Crisis of 1962. For this 
reason, Cuba has become a very popular destination with tourists since 
it opened up its borders in the mid-nineties, in a bid to reap the           
economic rewards to be had from developing a large tourism sector.  
 
Unfortunately, this has meant that Cuba has undergone a process of  
extreme ‘touristification’, meaning that there is now a tangible divide 
between tourists and locals. There are many  places and activities that 
have been transformed or created solely for the entertainment of    
tourists, and this is one aspect that leaves a rather bad taste in the 
mouth.  
 

Living and studying in Cuba meant that I 
did not identify as a tourist and could 
therefore observe  tourist culture with a 
slightly  different  perspective. Whilst I 
was able to benefit from going into most 
hotels to use their Wifi to carry out video 
calls with friends and family, I was       
uncomfortably aware that this was not 
an option available to Cuban people. I 

also found it extremely awkward when I saw tourists engaging in       
inappropriate behaviours such as taking photographs of people in the 
street without asking first, thereby treating normal Cuban people as an 
object of curiosity or spectacle.  
 
Equally, I found myself on the receiving end of this difficult relationship 
between tourists and locals. From the very first day I arrived, I was 
warned by my landlady and her son that I should expect to receive a lot 
of attention in the streets and that I would get fed up of this very    
quickly. They weren’t wrong. Each time I left the house I had to steel 
myself for the unwanted attention I knew I was about to receive. This 
mainly took the form of piropos (the Spanish word for cat-calls) and  
individuals walking alongside me to wish me “happy holidays” or to ask 
me where I was from, which I could put up with fairly comfortably by 
ignoring them or by telling them to leave me alone in Spanish.  
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These encounters were always more irritating than threatening,         
however, and I feel it is important to emphasise that on the whole      
Havana is a very safe city compared to other Latin American cities. And 
whilst some   people showed hostile attitudes towards me and my 
friends, perhaps viewing us as a ‘Capitalist Other’, the vast majority were 
kind, helpful and took a genuine interest in us – especially when they 
found out that we could speak good Spanish! 
 
*Reggaeton = popular music style that emerged in Latin America and 
the Caribbean during the nineties. Characterised by rap, a strong beat 
and quite often crude lyrics, this music is a favourite of young people in 
Cuba and can be heard almost everywhere you go. 
 
To be continued in the next Across Royston Magazine Dece/ Jan 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

     

RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT                                                   

FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE 

If you have any concerns please contact me 

Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk  

Telephone : 01462 486074 

or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com  

mailto:oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.oliverhealdmp.com
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Answers page 24 

 

CROSSWORD  by DUNCAN RODGERS 

ACROSS 
 
1.  Orations (8) 
5.  Unseen particle, loud bomb (4) 
8.  Prevent speech (3) 
9.  Operated (4) 
10. See (4) 
12. Pretends not to hear (5,1,4,3) 
13. Uses one of the senses (6) 
14. Deadly (6) 
17. Chances to see again (6,7) 
20. Dull sound (4) 
21. Continent (4) 
22. Cold stuff (3) 
23. Chance to hear again (4) 
24. Illicit (8) 

DOWN 
 
1.  One of the senses (5) 
2.  Consume too much (7) 
3.  Advisor (10) 
4.  Corrects (6) 
6.  One of the senses (5) 
7.  Concerning town official (7) 
11. Early morning sound (4-2,4) 
13. Surprise (7) 
15. One of the senses (7) 
16. Quickly (music) (6) 
18. One of the senses  (5) 
19. One of the senses (5) 
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ANSWERS 

CROSSWORD 
 
Across 
1  Speeches  5. Atom   8. Gag   9. Used   10. Espy   12. Turns a 
deaf ear   13. Smells   14. Lethal   17. Action replays  20. Thud   21. 
Asia  22. Ice   23. Echo   24. Nonlegal 
 
Down 
1. Sight  2. Engorge   3. Counsellor   4. Emends  6. Taste   
7. Mayoral  11. Wake-up call 13. Startle 15. Hearing  16. Presto   
18. Touch  19. Smell 
 
WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS  

 

Alap, damp, lamo, napa, napalm, paan, padsaw, palm, panda, 

pandal, pawl, pawn, plan, plasm, plasma, psalm, salp, samp, 

sampan, slap, snap, spam, spawn, swamp, swampland, swap, 

wasp. 

 Recently departed 

 

Joan Hoy, Ken Charles, Elizabeth Dickerson, Sylvia Moss  

May God Grant Them Eternal Rest 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 
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 Contact Information 

CLERGY 

Vicar: 

Rev’d Heidi Huntley 243145                                                                              
    The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD 
    hahlive@gmail.com                                 
    (off duty on Friday)* 
Assistant Priest: 

Rev’d John Fidler  241886                                                                               
    8 Stamford Avenue, Royston 
    (off duty on Saturday)* 

LICENSED READERS 

Reg Bailey   250637                                                                           
    regbailey@aol.com     

 

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days 

CHURCH WARDENS  CHURCH OFFICE 

Nick Hindle    242325 Joanne Wallis        07935 774633 
Clare Davis   248787 roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com 

 
 

BELLRINGERS                      
Alan Curtis 

222408 GIFT AID SECRETARY                      

Brenda Strangleman 

     

245273 

 MUSICAL DIRECTOR                 

Louise Atkins                                

louiseatkins234@gmail.com 

 HOUSE GROUPS 

Lindsay Davidson 

     

221431 

CHURCH FLOWERS                  

Rosemary Dowling 

         

247270 

CHILDREN’S  CHURCH                                 

Revd. Heidi Huntley 
243145 

CHURCH TREASURER                          

Phil Burchell 

        

848937 

MAGAZINE TEAM                 
Joanne Wallis 

 246911 

 

CRÉCHE 

Mary Primett 

        

243711 

PCC SECRETARY 

Brenda Strangleman 

245273 
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4th October  10 am  Sunday Worship  
11th    10 am  HARVEST FESTIVAL 
       Sunday Worship 
18th    10 am  Sunday Worship 
25th     10 am  Sunday Worship 

 Sunday Services for October 2020 

Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated 

1st November  10 am  Sunday Worship 
8th         Remembrance Sunday 
       On line Service 
15th    10 am  Sunday Worship 
22nd    10 am  Sunday Worship 
29th    10 am  Sunday Worship 
 
Please Note: Due to COVID restrictions, only 30 may 
attend, masks must be worn, and adherence to 2 M social 
distancing at all times 

 Sunday Services for November 2020 

Town Hall (Heritage Hall) unless otherwise stated 
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FOCUS ON MISSION 

CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY  :   

TOM AND VERITY CLARE 

You might remember that before they went 
abroad Tom and Verity,  mission  partners we 
support through the Church Mission Society, 
visited us at St. John’s to tell us of their exciting 
plans to serve God in Uganda. 

Tom is a doctor who aims to improve the health 
of locals and refugees. Verity looks after their 
children, Ezra, Eli, Simeon and Joel, and she hopes to work in peace-building 
and teaching English. They feel called to serve the local community, drawing 
others closer to Jesus as they work with the hope of restoring lives, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. 

Having arrived in Kampala on March 5th., they attended conferences and     
training and are now settled in their new home in Arua, northern Uganda. Tom 
is based in the Health Department of Madi and West Nile Diocese, working with 
the local population, including those in local South Sudanese refugee              
communities. 

At first lockdown owing to corona virus limited what could be done and Tom 
had to work from home, but now restrictions are easing Tom is able to go out 
to work full-time. He has been busy sourcing PPE and  delivering infection     
control training to health centre staff. 

Tom and Verity are beginning to learn that there is great deal of  brokenness in 
the society, with a theme of family breakdown and  addiction. As part of his 
work Tom is involved in a programme to  sensitise the community to the huge 
issue of gender-based violence, a problem which has become worse as lock-
down meant that fathers were out of work and children out of school. 

Verity and the boys are getting to know their neighbours and settling into a   
routine, but the new life has many challenges. In their own words : 

We’ve always prayed that God would break our hearts for the people here and fill 
us with love and compassion. We’re thankful for daily opportunities to interact 
with different people but are conscious we need to be wise in our interactions. Life 
is generally more tiring here - trying to learn and    understand a new language and 
not offend people by saying the wrong thing, loving and helping people in need 
but also sussing out when people aren’t being genuine and being careful not to 
become cynical. 
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The Heong Gallery at Downing College, Cambridge  

Clare Davies 

- the first of a series of articles about interesting lesser-known places to visit 
in Cambridge. 

The Heong Gallery is a gallery of modern and contemporary art, located in 
the grounds of Downing College (which happens to be my alma mater, and 
that of my daughter, Alex). The Heong Gallery is a secret treasure: a     
beautiful, compact space which hosts three to four different exhibitions 
each year.  Its small size means that it is very accessible: you can really 
spend time looking at each piece, there are helpful student volunteers on 
hand if you have questions, and for each exhibition you can sign up for free 
events related to it, exploring the themes in more depth.  

Originally the building was an Edwardian stable block, but following a    ben-
efaction by a former student, Alwyn Heong, it was transformed by   Caruso 
St John Architects (winners of RIBA Stirling Prize 2016) into a      stunning 
gallery space: it won an RIBA East Award 2017.  It is worth visiting just for 
the calm beauty of the two-rooms, with comfy seats and views over the 
verdant college gardens. 

Some past exhibitions focus on works by just one artist such as Ai Wei Wei 
“Cubes and Trees”, Quentin Blake (who is a former Downing student) “The 
Best of All Worlds”, Yoko Ono “Sky Pieces” and Barbara Hepworth “Divided 
Circle”.  Others have taken a theme, with works by multiple artists such as 
“Generation Painting” (works by British Artists 1955-1965), “Do I have to 
draw you a picture?” (including works by Louise Bourgeois, Eduardo      Pao-
lozzi, Grayson Perry RA) and their latest “We Are Here: Women in Art at 
Cambridge Colleges”.  My personal favourite exhibition out of these so far 
was that of Ai Wei Wei, with sculptures of cubes formed from different ma-
terials (tea, wood and crystal) and trees constructed from discarded wood 
fragments dotted around the college grounds in unlikely places! 

Visiting the Heong Gallery.  At the time of writing, due to Covid 19, the 
Heong Gallery is only open for pre-booked timed tickets – check for     book-
ing details on the website: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/cultural-life/heong-
gallery.  Entry is free. 
 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/cultural-life/heong-gallery
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/cultural-life/heong-gallery
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Location: Downing College, Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1DQ.  Downing 
is tucked away behind a rather unprepossessing entrance on Regent Street 
(next door to Pizza Express and opposite Pizza hut) and the Heong Gallery 
is in First Court, on your left just after you enter.   

Currently the rest of the  college is closed to visitors but if eventually     
restrictions ease, do take the chance to look around: beyond the Heong 
Gallery, the college opens up to a large and leafy space in the heart of 
Cambridge.  The main court, built in a variety of Neo-Classical styles, is one 
of the largest courts in Cambridge and has beautiful views across to the 
spire of the Roman Catholic church. 

 

 

 

 

Ai Wei Wei cubes – 
fascinating! 

Hepworth exhibition 

Surreal Ai Wei Wei 

Heong Gallery exhibition space 

Heong gallery exterior 
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Heath watch with Holly (the little dog) 

Anthony Pigg 

Welcome to the tenth in a series of dog walking diaries, 
documenting the flora and fauna on the beautiful heath 
as the seasons change. 

July and August 2020 

The pandemic has doubtless made this an unusual summer, one not to 
be forgotten, but less traffic and less aircraft continue to be beneficial to 
the natural environment and the heath has flourished and my daily walks 
with Holly have continued .  

More people have been using the heath this year, perhaps due to an    
increase in exercising, less holidays and people being at home more, it is 
good to see it being used and enjoyed. The weather in July was generally 
fine with some rain followed by very hot days, when the foliage on the 
heath grew a little each day. I have noticed a lot of grasshoppers recently 
and am often surprised at how far they jump, sometimes they practically 
fly.  

Wild flowers were abundant and from some angles looked liked a        
coloured carpet over the chalk hills, the field scabious is one of my       
favourite species and it has been plentiful. Where there are wild flowers, 
there will be bees and this year I have developed quite an interest in 
bumble bees, it is surprising to learn that globally there are around 275 
different species of bumble bee and we have 24 (or 25) in the UK. There 
are 8 common ones. You can always find them on the heath and I’ve 
been trying to learn to identify them, it is not an easy task they are     
mostly very similar and never seem to stand still long enough! I          
downloaded a chart from the internet and seeing it on the table my 
mother immediately recited a verse of a charming poem by Jean Ingelow 
which was quite new to me: 

O Velvet Bee! you’re a dusty fellow,- 

You’ve powdered your legs with gold. 

O brave marsh Mary-buds, rich and yellow 

Give me your money to hold! 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CUSTOM  AT THE ROYSTON SHOP                     WE ALSO 
DELIVER 

Butterflies and beetles have been very much in evidence this year, the 
heath is known for its butterflies and from time to time I meet experts 
(lepidopterologists to be precise) looking for a specific species and trying 
to count them, although in my opinion the common ones are just as 
beautiful as the rare ones, look for a common blue with its luminous 
wings or the markings on a small heath for example.  

Since Chris Packham did Springwatch on TV  I’ve been   
noticing beetles a lot more;  Apparently the UK has 4072 
species and the heath has plenty, sometimes there hardly 
seems to be two alike. I like to see Stag beetles, and was 
pleased to see  a brightly coloured Sexton beetle the other 
day and a really large beetle which I’m fairly sure was Apex 
Parallelepidus. We, as a race, have a strong desire to list 
and categorise all forms of wildlife, the  desire to identify a bee, beetle, 
bird, or any living thing is quite deeply set in us, it is an odd characteristic 
when you think about it, it is  mentioned in the creation story in the bible 
and does much to show that we are not just part of the creation but also 
stewards of it and we must do all we can to take care of our world .  

And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and 
every bird of the air, and He brought them to the man to see what he 
would name each one. And whatever the man called each living creature, 
that was its name. The man gave names to all the livestock, to the birds of 
the air, and to every beast of the field. 

At this time of year much of the grass on the heath is quite tall and hides 
a great deal, you would not believe the number of partridges until a dog 
barks and they all fly up at once and I can tell by the number of little 
holes (presumably the homes of mice voles and other small mammals) 
and the amount of birds of prey that are frequently seen hunting prey 
that there is plenty of life in the long grass, now and again people say 
they have seen a grass snake but I haven’t yet. 

As we moved through August the weather became a little 
cooler, from a distance you could see the trees starting to 
change colour, wild blackberries were in the woods along 
with rose-hips and other berries, the wild flowers were      
turning into seed heads  and there was already a distinct    

feeling that Autumn was on its way.  I do love the colours of Autumn.  

There is much to see on the heath at any time of the year. 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/120.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7121.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8034.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/929.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5775.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8064.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8064.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2416.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7704.htm
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Royal British Legion 

Club  

Hall for hire  

Fully stocked 

bar available 

Mill Rd, Royston           

Tel- 01763 244560  

Email-

roystonrbl@gmail.com 



 33 

 


