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PRAYER FOR OUR
COMMUNITY
Loving God, we thank you for
your many blessings since
our church fire. We ask that
as the months progress we
will stay united as your body.
Protect us from distraction as
we seek to re-build your
beautiful House of Prayer,
and grant us courage to
witness to your generous
love to all whom we meet.
Amen.

Memorial book
Newlings of Royston have
very kindly given a home to
our Memorial Book.
Please feel welcome to visit
Newlings (Fish Hill) to view
the book and pay your
respects to a loved one.
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MEET THE RECTOR
Rev Harry and his family have recently moved
into the rectory and are serving St. Faith’s
and St. Mary’s (mainly online at this time!),
although there is still no definite date for
Harry’s licensing and installation. Here Harry
shares a little but about himself and what he
does.
It is lovely to be moved in to the village and
to be in the benefice of Therfield with
Kelshall. Myself, Zoey, Ezra (14) and Jonas
(12) are settling in well despite the unusual
circumstances we all find ourselves in at this
time.
Prior to moving we lived in Sheffield, just on the edge of the beautiful
Peak District. I have been ordained in the Church of England for 12 years,
all of which, until recently, I have served in the Diocese of Sheffield. My
most recent role in Sheffield had the rather grand title of ‘Bishop’s
Interim Minister’. That entailed me working with parishes on a shortterm basis (usually about 12 months) to help them move forward, often
from quite tricky situations that they had found themselves in. The most
recent four or five parishes that I worked with in this capacity were in the
middle of fairly gritty northern housing estates – a far cry from rural
North Hertfordshire!
Whilst I was fulfilling this role I was invited to apply for a halftime job
working for a national charity called ‘Leading your Church into Growth’.
This charitable organisation works mainly with the Church of England,
but also other denominations, running conferences and training for
churches to help them grow spiritually, grow in how they work with and
serve their communities, and to help them grow in numbers.
It was about eighteen months ago, whilst working for Leading your
Church into Growth, that I was speaking at a conference for church
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leaders from the diocese of St. Albans when I was again asked if I would
apply for a halftime role: this time with the diocese of St. Albans.
Up to that point I was very happy in Sheffield. However, the timing of
being asked to consider the job was right for the family (Jonas would be
moving up to secondary school). I applied for the post of ‘Church
Growth Officer for Hertfordshire’ – the successful applicant would work
with parishes to help them grow and develop. I think the whole family
was as surprised as anyone to find ourselves getting ready to move to
the South of England.
We moved to Melbourn for a fresh start, and I was happy in my two,
halftime roles. I did, however, have some spare time on a Sunday, and
so came along to Kelshall and Therfield to help cover the Sunday
services in the vacancy. One thing let to another, and I have added
House for Duty Rector of the Benefice of Therfield with Kelshall to the
my list of roles.
Even 18 months ago, I would not have imagined that as a family we
would be where we are now: working for a national charity that works
with dioceses throughout the UK; working for a diocese in the south of
England; and ministering in this beautiful, rural benefice. All of those
roles compliment one another, and it is a joy and privilege to be here. It
reminds me a little of the words the Apostle Paul says in his First Letter
to the Corinthians,
‘What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind
has conceived - the things God has prepared for those who love him.’
When I am not working I love to ride my bike, walk the dog (or chase her
as she chases deer), and to read contemporary fiction.
Revd. Harry Steele
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UPDATE ON ROYSTON PARISH CHURCH
Since our last update we have, like many others, been badly affected by the COVID19 outbreak and the subsequent lockdown. This meant that work on Phase 2 of the
re-instatement, repairs to the roof and bell tower, stopped in late March in line with
many other projects. With the gradual easing of the lockdown, the contractors,
Bakers of Danbury, were able to start work again on the 18th May albeit within the
guidelines required. However, as a result, the original date for completion of early
October will now be somewhat delayed with an anticipated date of 27th November, which is a great disappointment to us all. Since the restart Bakers have made
good progress with work on the tower roof
being virtually completed subject to being
made watertight. This will require the fixing
of the lead which is expected to be in place by
the end of August, some 8 weeks ahead of
schedule. Work on the nave roof is much
more significant given it's size which means
that there is still a long way to go. The progress that has been achieved to date is
Fire damaged timbers removed
clearly evidenced in the pictures
accompanying this update.
In the meantime all the replacement stone has been sourced, cut and is on site. A
similar situation pertains to most of the replacement timbers.
Despite the lack of apparent visible progress on the fabric of the church much work
has also continued behind the scenes to finalise arrangements for the Phase 3 work
which includes the re-ordering of the building. This involves many items including:

Gas fired under-floor heating, plus radiators for rapid boost capacity
Level stone flooring throughout the nave and aisles
Low-energy lighting that will better reveal the beauty of the building
A refitted kitchen and separate servery
More accessible toilets
Replacement glazed timber west doors with power operation
Replacements carpets to the raised portions of the chancel and Lady Chapel
A wheelchair access ramp to the Lady Chapel
Relocation of the font to the north side
Installation of recast bells
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Improvements to the ringing chamber
Redecoration throughout
Tender documents have been prepared and issued to contractors so that work can
be commenced at the earliest opportunity. Clearly the outcome of all of this will
determine the expected target date for finalisation which we expect to be in the
first half of 2021. At the same time it will also indicate the level of fundraising that
we will require for the costs above the amount covered by insurers.
A final decision has been reached on the chairs which will replace the pews and
details of the proposed Sponsor a Chair scheme, which have been delayed due to
the pandemic, will shortly be available - we have already received considerable
interest from members of the community in this scheme.
On the bells, Taylors are still aiming to have them recast by the end of the year
although we will not be in a position to have them installed by then.
Following recent visits, we are working closely with suppliers of digital organs to
find the right replacement for the old pipe organ. At the same time similar
discussions are being held with our Audio/ Visual system supplier.
On the worship front, although we have not been able to meet as a congregation
due to the lockdown arrangements, a Eucharist Service has been broadcast each
Sunday at 10am on the Royston Parish Church Youtube Channel which has been
well supported.
We continue to be most grateful for the interest and support given to us by the
community including further donations. The total of donations has now risen to
over £45,000 - our thanks to all involved.
Although, as can be seen, good progress has been made despite recent setbacks
there is still a long way to go before we get back into our beautiful place of
worship. In the meantime further reports on progress will continue to be issued in
the coming months when, hopefully, we will be able to see more visible signs with
covers and scaffolding coming down.

Nave Arch—before and after cleaning

Stone Gargoyles—before and after
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Across Royston is the journal of the Parish Church.
Articles printed in this publication may not represent
the views of the church or of all the members. Final
date for receiving articles: 4th of the month prior to
publication. Published six times a year. Articles, letters,
sketches, poems,etc are welcome for possible inclusion in the magazine. The Editor’s decision is final. If
you submit a piece from another publication please
make sure you get written permission to use it. The
editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions as
they see fit. Entries included on a first-come, firstserved basis – we have limited space each issue, so
get your entries in quickly!

Carolyn Rutherford
Dog Groomer

Contact: Huw Jenkins
chair@roystonchoralsoc.org.uk
07855 311192
Tel: 01763 662109

t:

e:
f:

07759 090045
carolyn@teds-place.co.uk
doggroomingattedsplace

Want to subscribe? Its just £6 per year……..
Email: ks_cardwell@hotmail.com
Or telephone Kevin Cardwell on 07717 800330
Include your name, address, contact details and we will arrange for
you to receive the magazine
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Why not pay a visit
to our Website?

WHEELERS
ANTIQUES

Lots of valuable
information and
links.
Www.roystonparish
church.org.uk
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FOCUS ON MISSION
. It is our agreed policy as a church to give 10% of our income
to missions and charities, and to support them through
prayer. In this issue we look at another of our international
missions.
Mercy Ships is a faith-based international charity which currently operates the
largest non-governmental hospital ships in the world, providing humanitarian
aid like free health care, community development projects, community health
education, mental health programs, agriculture projects, and palliative care for
terminally ill patients.
Worldwide, 5 billion people lack access to safe, affordable, timely surgery. Many
of them live in developing countries where healthcare infrastructure is limited
or nonexistent, or where there’s a shortage of trained healthcare providers.
Fortunately, more than 50% of the world’s population lives within 100 miles of a
coast — which is why Mercy Ships uses modern hospital ships to bring worldclass volunteer medical professionals directly to the places they’re needed
most. Mercy Ships has operated in more than 57 developing nations and 18
developed nations around the world.
The ships are the most efficient way to bring a state-of-the-art hospital to
regions where clean water, electricity, and medical facilities and personnel are
limited or nonexistent. Instead of trying to build the facilities needed to bring
life-changing surgeries to ports around the world, the charity can provide a
safe, stable, fully outfitted hospital ship to help change the odds for thousands
of people in need. It also trains local healthcare providers and improves medical
infrastructure. The ships are even stocked with a supply of vehicles to reach
remote areas!
The Covid-19 pandemic has created new unique challenges for international
charities. There is a critical shortage of material and personnel, so Mercy Ships
are donating life-saving medical equipment - including PPE, breathing
machines and infrared thermometers - to 11 African nations: Benin, Cameroon,
Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Madagascar,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo. They are also remotely training African
doctors and delivering Covid-19 courses for intensive care nurses.
Jesus said, when we look after the sick we're looking after Him (Matthew 25:3146). For over 40 years, Mercy Ships have followed the model of Jesus, bringing
hope and healing to the poor.
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ROYSTON ROTARY BALLOON RACE
Don’t let the Lockdown get you down when you could be reaching for the
sky! The Rotary Club of Royston is launching an exciting new competition
which will help a well-known local charity while at the same time offering
an eco-friendly way to have fun (and maybe win a prize, too).
It’s called a Virtual Balloon Race and it will take off on September 14.
Virtually take off, that is, because these aren’t real balloons!
Rotarian Tony Briar, from Bassingbourn, explains how the project, which is
part of a national event, will work. “First you buy your virtual balloon (as
few or as many as you like) from the club at £3 each. You get to choose the
shape, colour and helium content. Then it will be launched to race for seven
days against, hopefully, thousands of others from around 20 fund-raising
causes.
“It will respond just like a “real” balloon to wind, temperature and weather
and you can track its progress on Google Earth. Those balloons which travel
the furthest in a week will be judged the winners.
“The first prize is £500, the second an Apple iPad and there are lots of
lesser prizes, each winning a £10 book token. And if the Royston club
manages to sell more than 500 balloons, then the one from our area that
goes the furthest will get an extra £50. We think the event will particularly
appeal to youngsters and we are appealing to mums and dads to support
us.”
Funds raised will go to the Royston club’s nominated charity, Home-Start
(Royston, Buntingford & South Cambs). Home-Start has been supporting
local families since 1983, working alongside parents through all kinds of
tough times. It is particularly in need of help itself at the moment as
families struggle to cope with the Coronavirus pandemic.
Balloons won’t be ready for sale until early July but you can find out more
at the Royston Rotary Club website www.roystonrotary.com/
balloonrace.htm “Go on, have a go,” says Tony. Lockdown needn’t take the
fun out of fundraising!”
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Review of Hyde Hall Garden - by Clare Davies
I joined the RHS (Royal Horticultural Society) last Summer mainly to be
eligible to get tickets to Chelsea on a members-only day… but of course,
that didn’t work out as planned as the famous flower show had to be
cancelled due to Coronavirus (let’s hope next
year’s show can go ahead!). However,
membership has many other benefits including
entrance to RHS gardens and partner gardens.
In our part of the world, there is an RHS Garden
near Chelmsford called Hyde Hall, located
approximately 50 miles away from Royston; it
takes about an hour and a quarter to drive there.
We first visited in September last year and we
returned this June on our first day out from Royston since the
Coronavirus epidemic started! Because it is such a large garden (about
360 acres), it is easy to walk around and maintain social distancing (any
narrow paths have been designated as one-way systems). I was also
relieved to know that the toilet facilities were open (with reduced
capacity so that social distancing precautions could be adhered to).
Unlike the gardens of many stately homes, which are the result of
centuries of landscaping, Hyde Hall is relatively young: it was initially
created in 1955 from a working farm on a hilltop, with vistas across the
gently rolling Essex arable landscape. It consists of a variety of gardens in
different styles, including large grassy areas, woodland, winter gardens,
small formal gardens, rose gardens and sweeping herbaceous borders.
There is a children’s play area with a wonderful
tree house, and dotted around the grounds are
many interesting 3D/sculptural works, such as a
beautiful wind sculpture like a giant sycamore
seed. Hyde Hall is especially well known for its
dry garden which showcases drought-resistant
planting. New garden areas are being added by
the Royal Horticultural Society all the time, with
recent additions being a “Global Growth
Dry Garden
Vegetable Garden” containing edible goodies
from all around the world with interesting fact boards explaining the
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history of many foods – for example, when Sir
Walter Raleigh presented Queen Elizabeth I with
the newly-imported potato, he made her very ill as
the palace cooks did not understand how to serve
this new plant, and boiled up the poisonous leaves
as well as the tasty tubers!
Hilltop Complex

Near the original
farmhouse, there is a modern Hilltop Complex: a
beautiful range of stylish modern buildings
including an excellent restaurant (which we tried
out in 2019, sadly it was shut during our June 2020
visit due to Coronavirus - but by the time this
article is published, I hope it may be functioning
again. The architecture of this was very
impressive – in fact, I felt it would make a very
Inside the Hilltop
good church with adjacent church hall and inner
courtyard!
At the end of the visit, there is the chance to visit the excellent gift shop
and plant centre which sells many beautiful plants that have been
accredited with the “RHS seal of merit” (following extensive trials in
gardens such as Hyde Hall).
If you would like to visit, you can find more information at https://
www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall/. At the time of writing, you needed
to book in advance, as visitor numbers are limited.

Word puzzle

F E E
R E D
N R A

How many words of 4 letters or more can
you make from these letters all including
the central letter. No proper names, plurals,
adverbs, conjugated verbs (past tense etc)
comparatives or superlatives.
Target 59 words answers on page 24
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PARISH LETTER
Dear Friends

It seems incredible that it is now almost the middle of the
summer. Before too long the days will be shorter again, and
autumn and winter will approach. It seems so fast. I was
interested to read in the papers that there is now scientific
underpinning for what I have felt for some years that time really
does pass faster when you are older, and those memories of long,
long, summers when you were young is simply your brain dealing
with the passing years differently to when you were a child. That’s
why it seems an age to your next birthday when you are seven,
and birthdays come and go with alarming frequency when we are
older.
I see in my own grandchildren a love of life, cheerfulness and a
wonder at life itself that it is impossible not to be caught up in it,
and I am myself cheered by it: there is huge optimism in youth,

and I want to hold that dearly and use it to remind me that I
need to be appreciative and thankful too.
The dictionary says that optimism is “the tendency to expect the
best possible outcome or to dwell on the most hopeful aspects of a
situation.” Optimists usually feel that “good things” will happen in
the future or that what they hope and dream for will happen.
Christians speak of a different kind of optimism, an optimism as
the result of faith in the character of God. The Bible refers to this
14

as hope. St Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
When we hope in God, we put our trust in His plan above what

our circumstances tell us.
Regardless of what may happen in this life, we know that God
sees, cares, and will “wipe every tear from our eyes” when we are
forever with Him. That confidence can give us an optimistic
outlook, even in difficult circumstances.
I believe God designed us to live with hope. The Psalmist wrote:
“Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and
my God.” This sort of optimism then, is a choice. When we choose
to trust God for everything, we can rest in His promises to take
care of us the way He sees fit. We can cast our care upon him, let
our requests be made known unto God and accept His peace that
passes all understanding.
Knowing that we have a loving heavenly Father who desires to
care for us and provide for us should give every child of God a
reason for true optimism.
Every blessing to you and those you love and care for.
Reg Bailey
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SUMMERY STRAWBERRY AND BANANA BREAD & BUTTER PUDDING
This recipe is a lighter alternative to a traditional bread and butter pudding.
Although the combination of strawberries and bananas might sound a little odd, it is
in fact delicious. The inspiration for this dessert came from a similar pudding that I
had whilst staying at the wonderful Ragdale Hall hotel.

Ingredients (serves 6)
8 slices of white bread from a small loaf
Soft (or spreadable butter) – approx 3 oz (75mg)
4-5 bananas
8 oz (200g) strawberries
10 fl oz (274ml) milk
½ tsp vanilla extract
2 ½ fl oz (60ml) double cream
2 oz (50g) caster sugar
3 eggs
Method
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Pre-heat the oven to 180°C (Gas Mark 4).
Butter a 2 pint (1.2 litre) baking dish (an oblong shape works best).
Slice the bread and spread it with generous quantities of butter. Cut each
slice in half (leaving the crusts on).
Wash and cut the strawberries into slices, peel the bananas and cut into
slices.
Arrange one layer of bread flat over the base of the baking dish.
Arrange a layer of sliced banana and strawberries over the flat layer of bread
as your base layer.
Now arrange slices of bread vertically onto the bread and fruit foundation,
tucking a layer of sliced strawberries alternating with banana pieces
between vertical bread pieces. Continue until the dish is filled up. Tuck any
excess fruit down the sides of the dish.
Measure the milk and double cream into a measuring jug. Add the vanilla
extract.
Whisk the eggs in a small basin, then add the caster sugar and stir, then
whisk into the milk mixture.
Pour the resulting egg/ milk/sugar mix over the bread and fruit mixture.
Leave for a few minutes so that the custardy mixture soaks into the bread.
Bake in the oven for 30-40 minutes.
Enjoy!

Another variant for winter when strawberries are out of season is to make a banana
plus dark chocolate pudding, using slivers of dark chocolate (or chocolate buttons)
instead of the strawberries.
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Thank you for your
generosity to our
Bishop’s Harvest Appeal
2019 ‘Light Up Tanzania’
Total donations
received: £68,035
Many lives in Tanzania
will be transformed through your generosity, as
families will be able to work safely and for
longer hours because of the solar panels they
can acquire and install for their home through
this project.

RT HON SIR OLIVER HEALD QC
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
FOR NORTH EAST HERTFORDSHIRE
If you have any concerns please contact me
Email: oliver.heald.mp@parliament.uk
Telephone : 01462 486074
or look on www.oliverhealdmp.com
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SAINT OF THE MONTH AUGUST 13TH
ST. RADEGUND
In the good old days before the world changed, did you
ever visit Cambridge’s smallest pub, the St. Radegund in
King Street ? You might have wondered about this
rather uncommon name.
Just around the corner is Jesus College, and we need to
start looking there.
In 1159, a group of nuns formed ‘the special centre of
the cult of St Radegund’ and were given 10 acres
adjoining Midsummer Common, by Malcolm IV of
Scotland as Earl of Huntingdon. The nunnery was the
first of only two religious houses to be dedicated to this sixth century saint.
Following the dissolution of the monasteries, the ruinous buildings were used
to endow what is now known as Jesus College, which is dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint John the Evangelist and the Glorious Virgin Saint
Radegund.
She was born a princess in the German state of Thuringia in 518, but at the age
of 12 she was captured and carried off by the invading Franks. Shortly
afterwards she became a Christian, and soon was known for her faith, charity,
sweetness and humility. Perhaps because of her beauty the Frankish king
Clotaire made her his queen, but he was a violent and unfaithful husband who
taunted her for her childlessness. After he murdered her brother she fled the
court and became a nun at Noyon in northern France, became a deaconess and
eventually founded the Monastery of the Holy Cross at Poitiers. Her abbey was
named for the relic of the True Cross that Radegund obtained from the
Byzantine Emperor Justin II.The nuns there spent several hours a day in study,
and under Radegund it became a centre of learning and culture.
She led a life a great self-denial which perhaps affected her health, and
surrounded by her 200-strong community, she died on August 13th., 587.
Miraculous cures were soon associated with her tomb at Poitiers and a popular
cult developed, especially in France, where there are many places named
“Sainte-Radegonde”. In England, as well as Jesus College Cambridge, five parish
churches are dedicated to her, as are chapels in several cathedrals.
In art she may be shown in royal robes with crown and sceptre, with fleur-de-lys
motif.
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SAINT OF THE MONTH SEPTEMBER 17TH
ST. HILDEGARD
Hildegard of Bingen was one of the most
remarkable women of the Middle Ages : abbess,
scholar, musician, poet, philosopher, theologian,
scientist, teacher, campaigner and visionary.
She was born in 1098 at Bermersheim, Germany and
became a nun at the age of fifteen.
In 1136 she became the abbess of Diessenberg, and
when that community became too large Hildegard
moved it to Rupertsberg near Bingen, from where
she reformed several other religious houses.
Throughout her life Hildegard experienced religious visions and revelations, and
from 1141 she was persuaded to write these down. This led to an outpouring of
religious writings, perhaps the best know of which is “Scivias”, short for “Sciens
Vias Domini” (Know the ways of the Lord). This is an apocalyptic work warning
of the wrath to come as a consequence of wickedness, much of it expressed in
symbolic and allegorical terms.
She had no hesitation in expressing her views to the powerful people of the day,
and she corresponded with popes, ecclesiastics, kings and emperors. Henry II of
England was one of them.
Remarkably versatile in other fields, she wrote poems and plays, hymns and the
music for them, works of medicine, science, natural history and the human body,
commentaries on the Gospels, the Creed, the Rule of St. Benedict and the lives
of saints ; she even illustrated some of her work with art. Her writings have been
compared to those of Dante and William Blake. As well as all this work she found
time to travel extensively in Germany to deliver her views in person to the clergy
and others.
She lived to the age of eighty, dying in 1179, and although miracles associated
with her were reported during her life and after death, several early attempts at
canonisation failed, although her cult was approved by the church and numerous
popes have referred to Hildegard as a saint, including John Paul II and Benedict
XVI.

Recent interest in early music has led to a popular rediscovery of the words and
music she wrote.
In art she is depicted as a nun, often holding a Bible or scholarly book.
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Heath watch with Holly (the little dog)
Welcome to the Ninth in a series of dog walking
diaries, documenting the flora and fauna on the
beautiful heath as the seasons change.

May and June 2020
It was May 1st. I started a new page of notes for this
article on my phone for and within minutes I heard the
beautiful echoing sound of a woodpecker, what a good
start. Wild flowers grew quickly and the blossom on the
shrub growth filled the air with a delicate aroma. The
science of breeding roses and other flowers moves
onwards with many new varieties available every year
but in my opinion, and in that of the bees and other
pollinators, none compare with the indigenous wild dog
rose which started to flower in the hedge between the A505 and the heath.
One day Holly was startled by a hairy caterpillar, as it walked along the path near
us, like many staffies she isn’t quite as brave as she sometimes sounds, I looked
it up online when I got home, it was the caterpillar of the Comma butterfly.
As the month of May went by the wild flower seasons moved on, cowslips gave
way to buttercups, buttercups to clover, and clover to ox-eye daisies. Many
readers will have followed this year’s springwatch on TV and if like me you
especially enjoyed the new presenter’s enthusiasm for all things wild and
especially moths you will doubtless be interested in
the wide variety of moths and butterflies on the
heath, I love to see the brightly coloured cinnabar
moth and the small and large heath butterflies. It is
always a treat to see the chalk hill blue butterfly
knowing that it is “our” butterfly and found in so
few places around the country.
I found a swarm of bees one day clinging to a shrub,
actually I heard it before I saw it, I photographed it and sent the picture to a
friend who keeps bees in case he wanted some more, but when I described
where they were and that he would have to carry his bee-catching equipment for
about 2km mostly uphill he declined to collect them. The next day they were
gone.
The view northwards from the higher places on the heath on 29th May was the
best view ever, the air was clear and it was still and sunny, the drop in air
20

pollution as a result of the pandemic has been a lesson to us all, Ely Cathedral
was clearly visible.
During my walks on a few consecutive days in June I saw a busy little bird in the
same place everyday but I couldn’t identify it until after about a week I saw and
heard it singing from the top of a high piece of cow parsley and it was clearly a
garden warbler, the following day I looked for it again but couldn’t see it but did
however see a Blackcap (female) in the same area these two birds are rather
similar and I think the two spieces must be nesting
near to each other had the unidentified bird been
the warbler or the blackcap I will never know. Other
birds seen this time include Larks, Meadow pipits,
Mistle thrush, Dunnock, Greenfinch, Goldfinch,
Wood pigeon (one of the best sounds of the heath),
Crows, Rooks, Jackdaws, Wrens, Buzzards, Red Kites
and Kestrels but still no Cuckoo.
On hot days , we like to walk in the woods where it is shady, shards of light a
ppear and the woods have a strange appearance, it sometimes reminds me of
The Lord of the Rings. Recently children have been making model fairies and
tying them to trees and bushes and one thoughtful person (I hope they get to
read this) has made a wooden door and windows all nicely painted and
attached them to a large tree trunk, making it look like a little house, truly
delightful!
One day Holly ran into the long grass and came back covered in yellow spots
where the pollen had stuck to her fur, she has become a pollinator!
Towards the end of June a new colour appeared on the heath as the purple
thistles came into flower. The heath saw wind and rain now and when the sun
reappeared, like our gardens, the grass and wildflowers grew even faster. Many
walkers, joggers and dog walkers wear earbuds and listen to music as they pass
by, much as I love music no sound is equal to that of nature.
There are quite a few memorials around the heath some are formal, like benches
placed in memory of the deceased and some informal like a bunch of flowers
carefully placed with a card recalling the anniversary of a death or in memory
someone who has passed away recently. I reflect on their sorrow and the
comfort that can be found in the beauty of creation.

Anthony Pigg

21

Gardening tips for August
•

Prune Wisteria

•

Deadhead flowering plants regularly

•

Watering! - particularly containers, and new
plants, preferably with grey recycled water or stored rainwater.

•

Collect seed from favourite plants

•

Continue cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries

•

Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners

•

Keep ponds and water features topped up

•

Lawns on thin soils may benefit from a high phosphate feed; this will
help toughen roots for the winter period..

•

During dry periods cut the lawn a little longer

•

Plant Hyacinths, ‘Paperwhite’ daffodils for Christmas

•

Pick over and cut back alpines.

•

Keep Camellia and Rhododendron well watered to ensure good flower bud development..

•

Take cuttings of Pelargonium and Osteospermum as soon as possible

•

Prune climbing and rambling roses, which do not repeat flower or
produce hips (once flowering has finished).

•

Ventilate your greenhouse on sunny days and damp the flooring
down to increase the humidity

•

You can still sow quick maturing crops like Rocket, Lettuce and
Radish, turnips and fennel.

•

Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners.

22

CROSSWORD by DUNCAN RODGERS
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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ACROSS

DOWN

1. English seaside resort (11)
8. & 22 Across Swiss tennis
player (5,7)
9. French inn/restaurant (7)
10. Twelve months (4)
11. English county (8)
13. Attractive to view (6)
14. Calm (6)
17. From Alsace (8)
19. Sunday lunch candidate ? (4)
22. See 8 Across
23. Musical entertainment (5)
24. English seaside resort (11)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Welsh seaside resort (5)
Better aircraft seat (7)
The usual (4)
Field (6)
Needed in English summer ?
(8)
6. English county (abbr.) (5)
7. Took it easy (6)
12. Australian state (8)
13. English county (abbr.) (6)
15. French castle (7)
16. Croatian capital (6)
18. Ordered with main meal (5)

Answers page 24
23

ANSWERS
WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS
arene, dare, darer, darne, deaf, deafen, dean, dear, deer, defer, denar, dene
drear, eared, earn, earned, earner, endear, ender, erne, errand, fade, fader, fane,
fare, fared, farer, fear, feared, fearer, feed, feeder, fend, fender, fere
fern, frae, free, near, neared, need, needer, nerd, ranee, rare, read, reader
rear, reared, reed, reef, reefed, reefer, refer, referenda, rend, render, reran
reread

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS
Across
1. Bournemouth 8. Roger 9. Auberge 10. Year 11. Somerset 13. Scenic 14. Placid
17. Alsatian 19. Lamb 22. Federer 23. Opera 24. Scarborough
Down
1. Barry 2. Upgrade 3. Norm 4. Meadow 5. Umbrella 6. Herts 7. Rested
12. Victoria 13. Staffs 15. Chateau 16. Zagreb 18. Sides 20. Beach 21. Moor

PARISH REGISTERS
Recently departed

Brian Barker, Brian Rafferty, Joyce Waldock
May God Grant Them Eternal Rest
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Contact Information
CLERGY
Vicar:
Rev’d Heidi Huntley

Assistant Priest:
Rev’d John Fidler

243145
The Vicarage, 20 Palace Gardens, Royston SG8 5AD
hahlive@gmail.com
(off duty on Friday)*
241886
8 Stamford Avenue, Royston
(off duty on Saturday)*

LICENSED READERS
Reg Bailey

250637
regbailey@aol.com

* Please avoid contacting the staff on their off duty days

CHURCH WARDENS

CHURCH OFFICE

Nick Hindle
Rob Fox

Joanne Wallis
07935 774633
roystonpc.churchoffice@gmail.com

BELLRINGERS
Alan Curtis

242325
242787

222408

GIFT AID SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman

245273

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Louise Atkins
louiseatkins234@gmail.com

HOUSE GROUPS
Lindsay Davidson

221431

CHURCH FLOWERS
Rosemary Dowling

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Revd. Heidi Huntley

243145

246911

245273

247270

CHURCH TREASURER
Phil Burchell

848937

MAGAZINE TEAM
Joanne Wallis

CRÉCHE
Mary Primett

243711

PCC SECRETARY
Brenda Strangleman

25

Sunday Services for April 2019
KJA Junior Site unless otherwise stated

All services are suspended due to the Coronavirus
until further notice

Diary Dates for May 2019

Weekday services (SEE
Eucharists:

WEBSITE ANDWEEKLY SERVICE SHEET)
11.15 am Wednesdays (followed by refreshments) In Methodist Church
9.30am Saturdays (followed by refreshments) IN TOWN HALL
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Sunday Services for May 2019
KJA Junior Site unless otherwise stated

All services are suspended due to the Coronavirus
until further notice

Diary Dates for May 2019

Home & Hospital Visits & Appointments
The staff are always glad to administer the Sacrament at home and to visit the sick
and housebound when they receive a request—please contact the Vicar on 243145
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
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DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
Always read your Sunday notes
carefully, for as I was doing that I
saw that there was to be a
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela in September 2019 and I
immediately thought that was
something in which I should really
like to participate.
In due course I had reserved a place
on this Pilgrimage which was lead by the Venerable Janet Mackenzie,
Archdeacon of St. Albans and assisted by Laura Hart. A pre-departure meeting
had been arranged for the 29th June at the Diocesan Office so we could meet
our fellow travellers and learn something about the journey that we would be
embarking on.
On the 17th September 2019, we set off from Stansted airport late in the
afternoon, bound for Bilbao, arriving at our hotel at about 21:30. We had been
told that we would be arriving too late to be served dinner, so were advised to
take something to eat with us on the plane. As it happened, we were given a
generous 3-course dinner about 22:00 or after, which was lovely, but difficult to
partake of, as we were not hungry. However, we had lovely comfortable rooms,
even equipped with a kettle and refreshments! (Not very frequent in Spain.)

After breakfast, we met our guide, who was outstanding, and so informative
throughout the pilgrimage, and bus driver and visited Bilbao centre, having a
good look round the outside of the Guggenheim museum and seeing a marvellous puppy made out of
flowers which was spectacular. Straightaway, we
were then bound for Pamplona famous among other
things for its bull running. We spent 2 nights there
which allowed us some time after dinner to have a
wander round and wonder at the amazing
architecture and again during a guided tour on the
next day.
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In the late afternoon, we emerged from the Cathedral into a torrential
downpour, so we sheltered there for a while until it had abated somewhat,
then dashed back to the hotel.

Day 3 saw us driving along the Pyrenees to the village of Ibaneta, where the
Way which we were following enters Spain from France, stopping to celebrate
The Eucharist outside a little church in the mist. It cleared momentarily, then
descended as we prepared to start walking on the Camino. The path was
marked by signs of yellow scallop shells, the sign of San Tiago, or St James, or
yellow arrows and was beautified by plenty of wild flowers, such as autumn
crocuses along the sides. We felt we were really on the way.
The next few days took us through Spain, mostly driving along the Camino and
spotting the pilgrims who were walking the whole distance, stopping at
wayside chapels and various towns. We walked a few stretches of the Way,
and sightseeing round the towns also involved quite a bit of walking, too.
A Pilgrimage is not a holiday. Being able to stop at wayside chapels,
celebrating the Eucharist and being together as a group, looking out for each
other was such an enriching experience. There isn’t enough space to list
everything, but there one or two occasions to note. The architecture of the
churches and cathedrals is outstanding.
In Burgos, the stonework is so intricate and wonderful; in León, it is the
stained glass windows which are breathtaking. In the Cathedral of Santo
Domingo de la Calzada there is something very unusual. High above the
entrance to the crypt is situated a glass-fronted cage containing a white
rooster and hen. They are there because of a legend of a pilgrim, who was
unfairly hanged, but he never died. The king refused to believe that he could
not have died and said he was as dead as the roasted cock and hen on his
table. The cock and the hen immediately jumped up fully fledged, so the young
man was taken down. The legend is depicted in the crypt.
While Janet and I were visiting the cathedral at León, we noticed that there
was to be an organ recital there in the evening. We had a late lunch, so
decided to skip dinner at the hotel and attend the concert. It was given by a
French organist and was absolutely outstanding. We couldn’t actually see the
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organist from where we were sitting, but he had so many encores after the
main performance. Many people had left, so we moved to where we could see
and his hands moved at such a speed and over such a range, it was incredible.
Another highlight and a high point, was walking
6km to arrive at the Cruz de Hierro, the Iron Cross,
which is the highest point on the Camino. We had
been advised to bring a pebble from home to lay on
the pile which was accumulating round the base. I
took a piece of flint, of which there are many, dug
up from my garden. The Eucharist was celebrated
in a little wood to the side of the Cross and in between the wood and the Cross was a little meadow
filled with autumn crocuses.
Just before arriving in Santiago, we went up to the Monte del Gozo from where
the pilgrims first glimpse the sight of the spires of the heavenly city. We all
walked the last few metres up to the Cathedral of St James. It was unfortunate
that because of restoration works, there was no pilgrim service there, but we
attended the Pilgrim Mass in the Church of San Francisco and also saw the
swinging of the mighty Botaumeiro, an enormous incense holder which is
really one of the highlights.

It didn’t end there. We made our way to La Coruña from where we returned to
the UK. In February, we shared in a lunch together at the Diocescan Office and
Laura gave us a film show. It was lovely to see interesting photos and meet up
together again. She also made us a disc of the experience to keep .

Jenny Gilson

Many apologies from the editor…..I failed to acknowledge that the
great article in June / July Magazine entitled “TRIP TO BAJA
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CUSTOM AT THE ROYSTON SHOP
WE ALSO
CALIFORNIA”
was also written
by Jenny Gilson.
DELIVER
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Royal British Legion
Club
Hall for hire
Fully stocked
bar available
Mill Rd, Royston
Tel- 01763 244560
Emailroystonrbl@gmail.com
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