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Welcome to St. John’s 



 
We hope you enjoy the worship today. 

 
Children and babies are very welcome; do not worry if 
they make a noise or wish to move around. We want 

them and you to feel relaxed and happy. 
 

If it is your usual custom to receive Holy Communion, 
please do receive with us today; however, if you 

prefer to receive God’s blessing, please come forward 
to the altar rail as Holy Communion is administered. 
You may like to keep your arms by your side at the 

altar rail to indicate your desire for a blessing. 
 

If you would like to know more about the church  
and parish life, please speak to a member of the 

congregation, one of the Readers or one of the Clergy. 
 
 
 

 
Welcome 

 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 
Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 
 
We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world. 
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us 
and we beheld his glory. 
 
 
 

 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 

Christ the light of the world has come 



to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us confess our sins. 
 

 
 

Lord of grace and truth, 
we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call 
to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
 
 
Your Son our Saviour 
was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 
 
The shepherds left their flocks 
to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.  
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 
 
The wise men followed the star 
to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 
forgive and heal us. 

Absolution 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 

 



 
 

Glory to God in the Highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect 

(on Sundays this can be found on the Reading Sheet) 

 
Bible Readings  

(on Sundays these can be found on the Reading Sheet) 
 
 

 
 

 
Gospel Reading 

(on Sundays this can be found on the Reading Sheet) 
 

Sermon 

 
 

The Creed 
We believe in one God, 



the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
   

Prayers of Intercession 
 

 
 
This response may be used:  
 
Lord in your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the intercessions: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
and also with you. 
 

 
 

Prayers at the Preparation of the Table 



 
Word made flesh, life of the world, 
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Blessed be God,  
who feeds the hungry, 
who raises the poor, 
who fills our praise. 
Blessed be God for ever.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
and was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 



through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of  
your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper  
with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life  
and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes again.  
 

 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life,  
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  
for ever and ever. Amen.   
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  
let us pray with confidence  
as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread 
 

 
We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
 

Giving of Communion 

 
 



 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Prayers after Communion 
Today’s Post Communion prayer is said by the President 

(on Sundays this can be found on the Reading Sheet) 

 

 
God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.  
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ, who by his incarnation 
gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Children’s Church ‘Show and Tell’ 
 

 
 
 

Banns of Marriage and Notices 
 



The Dismissal 
 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please do stay and join us for refreshments 

after the service 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

You may wish to use this prayer before the service: 
 
We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy  
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
 
 
You may wish to use this prayer after the service: 
 
Holy Jesus, 
by being born one of us, 
and lying humbly in a manger, 
you show us how much God loves the world. 
Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 
until we reach our home in heaven, 
and see you on your throne of glory. 
Amen. 
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